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150 

offenders 
to go free 
without 
controls 


By Jason Bennecto 

Crime Correspondent 


UP TO 150 sex offenders, in- 
cluding at least six notorious 
paedophiles considered a seri- 
ous risk to children, are to be 
released from jail without su- 
pervision within the next two 
years, it was revealed yesterday. 

The police, probation and 
social services, are becoming in- 
creasingly alarmed at their ap- 
parent powerless ness to deal 
with dozens of convicted sex 
criminals who have escaped 
new laws which damp down on 
rapists and paedophiles. 

Alun Michael the Home Of- 
fice minister, will be urged in a 
meeting next Thursday to in- 
troduce a new register of sus- 
pected serious sex criminals, 
provide greater secure accom- 
modation for newly-released 
offenders, and to close the 
loophole that allows dangerous 
former convicts to go uosuper- 
vised into society. 

The case of child killer 
Robert Oliver was used yester- 
day to illustrate the problem. Po- 
lice revealed that he arrived in 
Brighton, Sussex, last October 
and met up with 3 convicted pae- 
dophile before visiting the chil- 
dren's section of Hove library, 
the pier, and the beach towaiCh 
children. The police were unable 
to intervene, despite experts 
assessment of him os a “vciy 
high risk" who “dearly still had 
an interest in young boys." 

Sussex Police also disclosed 
that it has spent about £100,000 
accommodating Oliver in a cell 
for four months for his protec- 
tion and is currently paving 
£320 a day to keep him in a se- 
cure private clinic in Milton 
Keynes. 

Oliver was released from 
prison last September after 
serving eight years of a 15-year 
sentence for the manslaughter 


of 14-year^oId Jason Swift 

Penny Buller, chief proba- 
tion officer for East Sussex, told 
a conference in London yes- 
terday that the Home Office 
had disclosed that there are 150 
more sex offenders, who like 
OliveT, are due to be released 
foam prison without supervision 
over the next two years. Among 
the offenders are six dangerous 
paedophiles, described as pos- 
ing a serious risk to the public, 
including Sidney Cooke, a 
member of the gang which 
raped and killed Jason Swift He 
is due to leave prison next 
month after serving 11 years df 
a 19-year term. 

The legal loophole has been 
created by the Criminal Justice 
Act 1991 which only obliges 
people convicted of a sex of- 
fence after 1992 to have su- 
pervision, usually by the 
probation service, when they 
are released. Ironically, of- 
fenders sentenced before 1992 
would get supervision only if 
they were considered low risk 
and released early. 

All people who commit a se- 
rious sexual crime are placed on 
the new sex offenders register 
which is supposed to allow die 
police to keep trade of them, but 
critics argue (his does little to 
prevent reoffending. 

Ms Buller told the confer- 
ence on sexual offending that 
she spent four months trying to 
find somewhere to put Oliver af- 
ter be asked for police protec- 
tion: The police even tried a 
religious retreat in the Outer 
Hebrides. She warned the 
episode would be repeated with 
other dangerous sex offend- 
ers. 

“The prcdatoiy. violent pae- 
dophile is a rarity but when the 
half dozen come out of jail with- 
out supervision (his is going to 
cause an immense amount of 
concern," she said. 


Today’s news 


Derbyshire inquiry to be re-opened 

The inquiry into the loss of the British bulk carrier Derbyshire, 
which went down in a typhoon off Japan in 1980, is to be 
re-opened it was announced yesterday. Page 4 

prostate *to be commonest cancer’ 

prostate cancer in men is set to become the commonest form 
of cancer within the next 20 years. Page 3 

Under-age pregnancies hit a high 

The number of under-age pregnancies has hit a 10-year peak. 
In 1996. S.S00 girls under lb became pregnant. Page 12 


It could be us: 1000- 1 chance of asteroid hitting Earth 



Apocalypse 2028: Artbtfs impression of an asteroid plunging' Into the -Earttfs atmosphere, with -catastrophic, effect 


Picture: Nasa 


PERHAPS THAT 30-year mortgage 
wasn't such a smart boy after afl, writes 
Charles Arthur, Science Editor An as- 
teroid a mile wide is whirling towards 
the Earth, and there’s a chance - very 
much higher than of a lottery win -that 
unless we take some avoiding action, 
it will hit os and wipe out civilisation. 

Discovered last year, and known as 
1997 XF1L the object is certain to pass 
closer than the Moon to the Earth. As- 
tronomers even know when worlds 
ought collide: &30pm GMT, Thursday 
26 October 2028. What they can't an- 
swer yet, and may need another year 
to calculate, is whether it win actual- 


ly hit ns or simply whistle harmlessly 
by 30,000 miles out in space. At pre- 
sent, the odds of an impact are pot at 
1 in l^OOObacnse of the errors inherent 
in calculating its orbit 

An impact would be literally earth- 
shaking, unleashing the energy of 
lOOjQOQ hydrog en bombs, earning tidal 
waves, atmospheric shocks and throw- 
ing diet into the air which coold induce 
a new Ice Age. “Itwooidcanse a glob- 
al catastrophe,” said Mark Baifey of the 

Armagh Observatory, an astronomer 
who takes a dose interest in snch as- 
teroids. quarter of the world’s pop- 
ulation could be wiped out” An 


asteroid four times larger almost cer- 
tainly wiped out the dinosaurs when it 
hit the Earth 65 million years ago. 

. Benny Poser; an anthropologist at 
Liverpool’s John Moore’s Unmysity 
who has made a special study of the po- 
tential effect of asteroid impacts, said: 
“We would regress to the level of the 
Dark Ages. All the trappings of mod- 
ern life woold be totally gone.” But, be 
said, “the Government has complete- 
ly ignored-the whole area and the whole 
subject We need a clear research 
strategy and fimdmg for a detecting sys- 
tem of observatories scanning die sky 
for these objects.” 


Scientists will get a chance to de- 
tennine whether 1997 XF11 is on a col- 
hskm comse in 3M2, when its orbit next 
brings it near the Earth, 

If Earth does have a bnflseye paint- 
ed on K, then H-bombs -ooce regard- 
ed as a threat to civilisation - might 
be its savtoon Professor Bailey ex- 
plained: “The idea wonld be to give it 
a Idck without blowing it into smaller 
pieces. Yon could detonate a warhead 
jostoffitssurface^so It vapourises the 
dost layer the jet effect wonld then di- 
vmt it Bn typo woold want to be very 
sure you weren’t making it worse and 
diverting it doseir” 


Labour may offer luvvies seats on the board 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


THEY have eaten countless 
overpriced fund-raising din- 
ners, given time and money to 
the cause and sipped cham- 
pagne at Downing Street drinks 
parties. Now Luvvies for 
Labour could be offered a re- 
ward - seats on the board. 

Anxious to avoid a repetition, 
of last year’s left-wing rout in 
elections to the party’s ruling 


National Executive Commit- 
tee, officials at the MHIbank 
headquarters have suggested 
fielding a celebrity team this 
year. 

Names suggested so far in- 
clude the Eastendeis actor Ross 
Kemp, authors Ken FoOett and 
Melvyn Bragg, Manchester 
United manager Alex Ferguson 
and former athlete Steve Cram. 

Among other arty types who 
have made large donations to 
Labour are the actor Jeremy 


Irons, film producer David Put- 
mam, director Richard Atten- 
borough and author Ruth 
RendelL Strangely, afl of these 
are now in the House of Lords, 
though this will not prevent 
them from standing. 

Last night a Labour 
spokesman said the party’s cam- 
paign team had made the 
“semi-serious” suggestion of a 
celebrity linemp, reported in to- 
day’s Tribune newspaper. There 
were fears that literally hun- 


dreds of people might stand, 
none of whose names would be 
familiar to most members. 

“The idea has been dis- 
cussed, but in the end it isn’t for 
people here to decide who 
stands for the NEC People sug- 
gested as a sort of joke that you 
could see wefl-koown cefebrities 
standing,” he said. 

However, it woold be up to 
individuals to put their names 
forward because there would be 
no official slates. 


None of the celebrities sug- 
gested were available yesterday 
to say whether they relished at- 
tending monthly discussions on 
party rules, though. 

There was also some doubt 
about whether all Labour's 
fashionable Mends are still loy- 
al to Tony Blair. Even Ken Fol- 
lett and his -wife Barbara, 
previously at the centre of the 
Biairtte glitterati, hosted a par- 
ty recently at Number 11, home 
of Chancellor Gordon Brown. 


Ferrari boss tempts Schumacher with £52m and a job for life 


By Nick Duxbury 


THE PREDATORS circling, the Ferrari 
camp looking for a sniff of Michael Schu- 
macher have unnerved the prancing 
horse marque to the extent that they are 
prepared to offer the German driver a 
further £52m to see out his Formula One 
career with them. 

Reports in the German newspaper 
BUd say that Fiat, who own Ferrari, are 


determined to prevent Schumacher, 
twice a world champion, joining 
McLaren-Mexcedes next season. Schu- 
macher, currently paid £17.5m a year, 
has a contract with the Italian Grand Prix 
team until the end of next season. 

However, the head of Fiat, Gianni 
Agnelli, is reported to have approved a 
new contract that would keep the 29- 
year-old Schumacher at Ferrari for an- 
other three yeais followed by a lifetime 


job as the company's roving ambassador. 
Willi Weber, Schumacher’s manager, 
said: “I prefer not to say anything, just 
this: thfre have been no negotiations so 
far” 

Schumacher, despite bring the world 
championship to Jacques Vflieneuve Inst 
season, is still regarded as the best in the 
business and one of the greatest racing 
drivers of all time. He has competed in 
103 grands prix and won 27. 


As well as McLaren, being in the 
frame for his services, theBritish Amer- 
ican Racing (earn, w ba-bave taken over 
Tyrrell, have made no sedetof their in- 
terest Craig Pollock, BAR’S team chief, 
would like to pair Schumacher with Vfl- 
leneuve in 1999. . 

*Tf I can go for Jacques Villeneuve, 
I can go for Michael Schumacher,” Pol- 
lock said recently. A comment that Fer- 
rari have taken to heart. 


Ulster 
peace 
deal is so 
close, 
says Blair 


By Cotin Brown 

Chief Political Corresporiderit 


AGREEMENT on a peace set- 
tlement for Northern Ireland 
was described by Tbny Blair yes- 
terday as “agonisingly dose” but 
the difficulties were underlined 
last night when the Ulster 
Unionist leader, David Trimble, 
said Sinn Fein could continue 
to be barred from the talks. 

Mr Trimble said the RUC 
believed “IRA elements” were 
involved in the killing of Kjevin 
Conway, a Catholic man. Se- 
curity minister Adam Ingram 
said in a Commons written an- 
swer that “it is the RUC’s as- 
sessment that local IRA 
elements were involved in the 
murder although no charges 
have yet been brought”. Mr 
Conway’s killing was not one of 
foe two IRA murders for which 
Sinn Fein has already been 
temporarily expelled from the 
peace process. 

The Ulster Unionists also 
threatened hot to sign aipeace 
settlement on Northern Ire- 
land unless the IRA began de- 
commissioning some of its 
weapons after a day of Down- 
ing Street diplomacy by Mr 
Blair to keep the talks process 
on track. Geny Adams, the Sinn 
Fein leader, saw Mr Blair at 
Downing Street yesterday 
morning, and then flew to the 
United States with a dear sig- 
nal that his party will returiito 
the round-table talks around^? 
March after “positive and con- 
structive** talks with the Prime 
Minister. Mr Trimble saw Mr 
Blair yesterday evening. 

Mr Blair said he was “stub- 
bornly optimistic” about reach- 
ing a peace settlement by 
Easter, ready for a referen- 
dum on both sides of the bor- 
der in May. He and Bertie 
Ahem, the Irish Prime Minis- 
ter, discussed Ulster at a Eu- 
ropean Union meeting in 
London, before Mr Blair met 
Mr Trimble. 

The Ulster Unionist leader 
reinforced growing Unionist 
demands for progress on de- 
commissioning before putting a 
settlement to their supporters. 
The issue of decommissioning 
has been dealt with in parallel 
with foe talks, but the Union- 
ist leaders are angry at what they 
believe are too many coaces>- 
sions to the Republicans. Mo 
Mowlam, the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, told 
Unionists: “We all want de- 
commissioning ... However, I 
cannot force people to do it.” 

Mr Adams emphasised the 
importance attached by Sinn 
Fein to the release of IRA pris- 
oners asa result of a peace deal. 

Turn to page 2 
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MPs in trouble for backing party policy 


IN ISM 
TOMORROW 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Labour MPs calling for a Commons' 
based Secretary of State for Justice 
to replace the Lord Chancellor were 
under pressure from the whips last 
night -even though their demand up- 
holds existing party policy. 

The polity was included in 
Labour's 1992 election manifesto, but 
it was dropped by Tony Blair in time 
for last year’s election. By that stage, 
Mr Blair had already decided Lord 


Ulster 
peace 
deal 4 is 
close* 


From page I 

Speaking in Downing Street 
after talks lasting almost an 
hour, Mr Adams touched on 
one of the most sensitive issues 
in the talks for the nationalists 
by acknowledging that a united 

Ireland could not be achieved 
by the referendum in May. 

Like Mr Trimble, Mr 
Adams is playing a balancing act 
with his own supporters, and the 
London Government regards 
his public acceptance that a 
united Ireland cannot be 
achieved in the current talks 
process as a crucial step forward 
to securing a “yes” vote in May. 

Mr Blair and the Sinn Fein 
team, led by Mr Adams, dis- 
cussed details of die package be- 
ing thrashed out in the talks, 
including a power-sharing as- 
sembly in Belfast, cross-border 
bodies, and joint arrangements 
between London and Dublin. 

Mr Adams said he wanted 
Sinn Fein to return to the talks 
“at the earliest possible oppor- 
tunity”, probably in nine days’ 
time after a Sinn Fein executive 
meeting endorsed die decision. 

There was little doubt that 
after serving a two-week sus- 
pension for two fallings linked 
to'fhe IRA. Sinn Fein would re- 
turn to the talks, and Mr Adams 
made the most of the fece-'to 1 
fece meeting with the Prime 
Minister before flying to the 
United States to join his party’s 
chief negotiator, Martin 
McGumness, for the St Patrick's 
Day celebrations hosted next 
week by President BiUClinton. 

He said that Republicans re-' 
mained committed to securing 
a lasting settlement for North- 
ern Ireland, but stressed that 
Sinn Fein viewed any agreement 
as being part of a “rolling 
process” and that they re- 
mained committed to their long 
term aim of a united Ireland. 


Irvine of Lairg, head of his legal 
chambers when be was a barrister, 
would become Lord Chancellor and 
an influential player in behind-the- 
scenes Cabinet committees. 

Government whips were yesterday 
piling the pressure on Labour MPS 
to puQ their nazqes off the Commons 
motion calling for the creation of a 
new Department of Justice, with a 
Secretary of State answerable to the 
Commons. The motion, tabled ‘-fay 
Labour backbencher Robert Mar- 
shall-Aadrews QC has upset the par- 


ty hierarchy because it coincides 
with Ibry attacks on Lord Irvine. 

The Commons motion, which 
had been signed by 87 Mft within 24 
horns, was officially regarded as an 
“unhelpful" criticism of the current 
Lord Chancellors lack of account- 
ability, as a minister in the Lords. Up 
to yesterday morning, three Labour 
MPs had withdrawn their support 

But Lord Irvine last night ap- 
peared to make light of his difficul- 
ties in a speech to Oxford University 
Labour Dub, when he suggested he 


was still learning about the rough and 
tumble of polities. Delivering the 
John Smith Manorial Lecture, Lord 
Irvine said the Government had set 
out to promote life-long learning 
among those beyond school-age, 
“because we, who have got a little 
more living lime in than you, can also 
benefit from a touch of education 
now and again”. 

Lord Irvine said John Smith, the 
late Labour leader, had also been dis- 
turbed by the declining strength of 
' Parliament as a means of bolding the 


execudve to acoounL “He argued for 

the modernisation of its procedures 
so that ordinary people could better 
understand how Parliament worked 
and why it was Important that it 

worked welL He described die hered- 
itary principle in the House of Lords 
as ‘bizarre’ and' supported its aboli- 
tion" 

But the Commons morion, and ' 
the 1992 manifesto, went one step fur- 
ther, urging the executive role ofthe 
Lord Chancellor to be taken on by 
an elected member of the Common! 


Brian Sedgemore, one of the 
Labour sgnatories of the motion, said 

last night that he had received an in- 
vitation to meet Lord I rvine on 
Monday - something he welcomed as 
a “charm offensive," 

The MP said that he had always 
supported the creation of a separate 
Department of Justice, “as a eoun- 
• tervailing power to the Home Office, 
which acts as a Ministry of the Inte- 
rior, with responsibility for immi- 
gration, the police, prisons; and 
security in general" 



Irish question: Gerry Adams *all« to Sinn Fein's only southern Irish MP, Caobnhghin O’ Can Iain, after meeting Mr Blair zt Downing Street yesterday 


Photograph: David Rose 


Hague embraces Blair’s community values 


WiLLIAM HAGUE hstnigbt ' ‘ 
retreated from his party’s 
Thatcherite “obsession" with 
economics and joined Tbny 
Blab- in putting community on 
to the new Conservative agen- 
da, writes Anthony Bevins. 

Mr Blair used “community" 
as one of the key elements of 
his Labour leadership bade in 
1994, deliberately exploiting 
Margaret Thatchers perceived 
repudiation of society as the 
spring-board for an attack on 
Conservative selfishness and 
social breakdown. 


n-'i -..i vsiiv.- , :b nrh' nr.: 

The new Conservative 

leader told a convention of 
the Australian Liberal Fatly in 
Brisbane: “I am immensely 
proud of what the British Con- 
servative Party and its leaders 
achieved for my country and for 
the world.” 

However, he added: “Like 
many centre-right parties 
around the world, the Conser- 
vative Party came to be seen as 
being a party obsessed with 
economics. That was not 
surprising since so many of 
the challenges of the 1980s 


’f 

were economic challenges. 

“But British Conservatives 
also understand that society is 
more than just a marketplace 
of atomised individuals where 
the only relationship is be- 
tween buyer and sefler. There 
are ties of family and commu- 
nity and nation that mean more 
than prices on a shop counter 
will ever do." 

Mr Hague said his party 
would work to strengthen those 
ties. “Ova the coming years,” 
he said, “the Conservative Par- 
ty will develop policies that help 


. * -mT li'-i" i;t 

families, that support parents . 
who are trying to bring up 
their children to be decent cit- 
izens, that reinforce local com- 
munities and local institutions, 
and that preserve our democ- 
racy and national identity”. 

A recognition that the coun- 
try’s sense of community had 
beenlost, if not destroyed, and 
needed to be rebuilt, was one 
of the distinctive selling points 
of Mr Blair’s leadership. 

In his first party conference 
speech as Labour leader, at 
Blackpool in October 1994, Mr 
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Blair said: “families work best 
when the members of it help 
and sustain each other. The 
same is true of communities 
and of nations. 

“Community is not some 
piece of nostalgia. It means 
what we share. It means work- 
ing together, it is about how we 
treat each other... The Tbries 
despise such principles.” 
Against that benchmark, 
last night's political shift by Mr 
Hague was remarkable enough. 

But he stood firm on Eu- 
rope, repeating the warning 


I . iluov/ti mU .ixijitti l»;i 
that there was no question of 

the lb lies allowing Britain to 
become part of a European su- 
perstate - a threat that the 
pro-Europeans in his parly dis- 
miss as dangerous fantasy. 

Mr Hague said: ‘Asserting 
the importance of national 
identity is not the same as be- 
ing little Englanders. 

. “We believe Britain has a 
leading role to play in the fu- 
ture of the European Union. 
Bat we also believe Britain has 
a global role that goes beyond 
the confines of Europe.” 
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2 ACADEMY AWARDS 


BEST ACTOR BEST SCREENPLAY 


Dustin Rt 
HOFFMAN DENIRQ 

A Hollywood producer. A Washington spin-doctor. 

When ihey get together, they can make you believe anything. 





“HILARIOUS” 

'RAZOR SHARP!” “A COMIC TRIUMPH" 

“MAN AND DfiO (W TOP FOOT’ 

“OUTRAGEOUS FUN! 

HHMNMSinH9l IK HINDUS SMS TOnSF" 



A comedy about truth, justice 

and other special effects. 
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THE authorities in Singapor^tbis 
week announced a new public 
campaign to reduce the number of 
people hit by lightning. Last year, 
six people were killed by lightning, 
and nine died in foe previous year 
-which is roughly the same as the 
number of deaths from li ghtnin g 
in Britain^ where die population is 
20 times the size. 

Singapore, in fact, has one of 
the highest rates of lightning- 
strikes in the world, with 20 per 
square kilometre peryear. Because 
of that, the present plans include 
the construction of li ghtning shel- 
ters in parks and on beaches, the 
installation of a 15,000 Singapore 
dollars (about £6,000) thunder- 
storm early warning system in 
every school, anti-lightning n etting 
over school entrances and bus 
shelters, setting up a lightning 
safety hot line, and a programme 
of education about the hazards of 
lightnin g. Presumably this would 
indude such sensible advice as not 
to use the lightning hotline when 
thunderstorms are about. 

A complete scientific explana- 
tion of lightning has still not been 
found. At a high level in the at- 
mosphere, the ionosphere carries 
a positive electric charge thanks to 
the action of the Sun's ultraviolet 
radiation. The Earth however, is 
negatively charged during fine 
weather, so dood droplets may ac- 
quire an Induced positive charge 


on their Earth-feeing sides, and a 
negative charge on their upper 
sides. The breakup of raindrops 
and splintering of ice crystals, 
however, both increase the sepa- 
ration of electric charges of op- 
posite sign, but the mathematical 
models of electrical behaviour 
within clouds does not quite tally 
with measurements takeru Gen- 
erally, clouds tend to be positive- 
ly charged at the top, and 
negatively at the bottom, but some 
anomalous patches of electrical ac- 
tivity occur within douds that 
have so far defied explanation. 

Lightning occurs when a high 
negative charge at the bottom of 
a cloud induces a positive charge 
on the ground beneath it When 
these electrical forces are large 

enough, they will overcome foe re- 
sistance of the air and a flash will 
come down from the doud to 
bridge the gap in the circuit. It will 
be met by a return stroke from the 
ground, but since both travel at 
about a third of the speed of li gh t, 
the two flashes appear as one. Fur- 
ther strokes flash back and forth 
until the cloud has drained its neg- 
ative charge. The temperature of 
the lightning flash is around 
30.000C, vrfiidi creates a rap’d ex- 
pansion of the air around its chan- 
nel, resulting in the shock waves 
of sound that we hear as thunder. 

According to a paper in the 
Journal of Meteorology in 1991 
CTightning Deaths and Sex", by, 
Paul R Brown), statstks show that 
men are six times as likely as 
women to be killed by lightning. 
This, he suggests, is simply because 
men are more likely than women 
to be outside in exposed areas. Or, 
to put it simply, men play golf. 

If you are hit by lightning, you 
may die from the burns, or more: 
likely from foejohofdcctridtythat 
r can cause heart failure. Never- 
theless, records show thar nine out 
of 10 people struck by lightning sur- 
vive. Holding a golf dub, howev- 
er. greatly shortens the odds. . 
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Prostate 
will soon 

top cancel 

league 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


Signs of prostale cancer can 
be detected by a blood test 
known as ltie PSA (praaate^pe- 


PROSTATE cancer in men is 
set to top the cancer league 
within 20 years. The rapid rise 
in the disease is being fuelled 
by the ageing of the population 
and increased awareness, mak- 
ing it urgent that a means of 
identifying those at risk is 
found. Professor Colin Cooper, 
of the Institute of Cancer Re- 
search, said yesterday. 

Prostate cancer is thefourth 
^ commonest cancer behind 
those of the lung, breast and 
bowel Cases of the cancer have 
risen by half in the UK in the 
last two decades to 16,000 a 
year, but in the US where 
screening is widespread they 
have soared three-fold to almAsr 
200,000 cases a year. 

The institute Is developing a 
two-stage test that would not 
only detect the presence of the 
cancer, but would also identify 
those men in whom it was like- 
ly to progress rapidly. 

The prostate is the gland at 
the base of the bladder which 
makes the seminal fluid in 
which the sperm swim. Despite 
the improved detection rate in 
the US there had been no fall 
fj|^n deaths up to 1993, the latest 
'year for which figures were 
available. Professor Cooper 
said. That could now change. 
Early reports from North 
America suggested there had 
been a fell in deaths ami in cas- 
es of advanced disease over the 
last five years. ' 

"If It turns out that screen- 
ing leads to a reduction in 
deaths in the US there will be 
overwhelming pressure to in- 
traduce the test here EoteatipHft ; 
jjVhat could create a problem for . 
”us which is why weheedtdfih&’~ 
a gene marker." 


no due as to bow fast the can- 
cer is likely to grow. Qafy 'one 
m five men who test positive for 
PSA will go on to develop life 
threatening disease and two 
NHS studies have rejected the 
introduction of PSA screening 
in the UK on these grounds. 

Professor Cooper, who is to 
head the first Centre for Urc^ 
logical Sciences in the :UK to be 
buih at the Institute, said that . 
using silicon chip technology to 
identify gene markers for the 
disease, it should be possible to 
predict which men bad the 
most aggressive form of the can- 
cer. 

He said prostate cancer was 
perceived as a disease of old 
men and attracted only £1 mfi- . 
lion of research funding -for 
every £16 million spent on 
breast cancer. However, one in : 
20 cases ran in famili es with 
strong genetic Knk and could af- 
fect men in therr 40s. 

The cause of the cancer is 
not understood but is thought 
to be finked with diet. The in- 
cidence is six: times higher in the 
US than in Japan, but Japanese 
men who emigrate to the US 
quickly acquire the American 
rate. 

■A vaccine against cervical can- 
cer, which amid end the need 
for screening against the dis- 
ease, is undergoing prelimi- 
nary tests in humans. 

Dr Judy Deacon, an epi- 
demiologist at the institute, 
said animal studies had shown 
that vaccmation can prewent in- 
fection with foe human papil- 
loma virus which causes genital 
warts Sflfl'S'toid’Sitf tfl be pre- 
sent in' almost all cases of cer- 
vical cancer. But it would be ten 
yearn before it was available. 



On sticky wicket: Trevor McDonald's sombre tones could be a thing of the past 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


TREVOR’S ADMIRERS 

McDonald Is subject to many 
unusual requests. Perhaps the most 
bizarre one came from a 
consultant physician who wanted 
the newscaster to send a message 
of encouragement to his group of 
incontinent female patients. The 
ladies had been asked to think of 
someone they admired when doing 
their exercises. This resulted in the 
call to "Tighran for Trevor". 

HIS BIGGEST MISTAKE 
His worst moment on screen 
was when John McCarthy was 
released, an event which 

turned into a force for the 
ITN team. McCarthy's plane 
landed during the commercial 
break and McDonald was, in 
any case, lost for words during 
the event. But the most 
embarrassing aspect was that 
he announced that the RAC, 
not the RAF, had flown the 
freed hostage back to Britain. 

HIS GREATEST PASSION 
McDonald Is famed for his calm 
demeanour, but this quality deserts 
him when he dis cu s ses cricket. 
After the West Indies were forced 
by a poor pitch to abandon their 
January Test with England in 
Jamaica, this usually moderate 
journalist declared that West 
Indian cricket had been reduced to 
force. "For sometime,” he said, "frt 
been surviving solely on memories 
of a glorious past. 

“Today ft is in danger of foundering 
in a morass of official short- 
sightedness, indifference and 
incompetence." 


Bong ... will News at Ten move to eleven? Bong ... 
viewers protest? And finally . . . will Trevor stay? 



AND FINALLY ... are the bongs about to toll 
for Trevor McDonald? The future of Britain’s 
Mr Nice Newscaster looks Suddenly uncertain 
amid fresh reports (hat News at Ten may be 
moved way past bedtime, writes Jack O’SnUi- 
van. That once grand institution, it is rumoured, 
faces demotion to News at' Eleven, after foe big 
film and dashing withNeMwwgfa on BBC2. 

Those who brew their Horlicks in time for 
McDonald’s dosing quip would me urn such a 
move. Not least because 'frimdad's most famous 
son. could also prove a casually. After all, could 
never any longer resist .foe lucrative tempta- 
tions of newsreadmg for Sky in the face of such 
humiliation? And would TIN. executives want 
him in any case to keep the late slot? For, over 
bn Channel 5, the fresh-faced, award-winning 
yoong pre tender Khsty Young is provii^agreat 
crowd-fSflleff- IftbSt fifip&rf&nC sfife iSsrfewicaSt" 
a spell over devoted young males, who love her 
sassy mix of Anna Ford arid. Retina Scott, de- 


IN THE NEWS 


TREVOR MCDONALD 


livering the latest disaster story in unhurried 
husky tones. Every advertiser has those well- 
heeled guys as their chief target And no one 
doubts which newsreader is best-placed to 
keep foe blokes up late at night. Given ITV’s 
obsession with winning eyeballs for advertisers, 
radical change is on foe agenda. 

So, all in aE, Trevors microphone maybe on 
a shaky nafi. Nevertheless, at 58, he has had a 
good tnmngs: on the spot for the fell of the Berlin 
\S&U, he was first to interview Nelson Mandela 
after his release. And he was farobusly ihVited 
in for a one-to-one with Saddam Hussein while 
Kuwait’s sand was still fresh between the dic- 


tator’s toes. Hugely respected for his immacu- 
late presentation and professionalism, he sym- 
bolises the charms of a lost pash honesty, 
integrity, politeness. Benign neutrality and foe 

perfect gr ammar nf hfe rferaemntfri Fngtfe h are 

his trade marks. He is to white Middle Britain 
the acceptable face of black immigration. 

So the Button Thfton tendency at foe Daily 
T&egraph has no problem accepting a weekly col- 
umn from him. And a man who once dubbed 
himself “a West Indian peasant” is at ease ad- 
vising Btimpish readers on which are the finest 
poems in the English language. As chair of the 
Better En glish Campaign, he has even taken his 
crusade to a political level It’s a charming style 
which has served many purposes, not least con- 
ferring respectability on the dumbing down of 
ITN news, which lias increasingly shifted to 
taWoidesque coverage. ' * 

McDonald's fascination with the media be- 
gan in Trinidad, where he was born the son of. 


an oil refinery worker, who supplemented his 
small income by raising pigs. His lather want- 
ed him to be a doctor, or an engineer, or Gary 
Sobers. Instead, picking up his familiar sombre 
tones by listening to the BBC at home, he joined 
the World Service in 1969, going on to be a re- 
porter, diplomatic correspondent and newscaster 
for BBC, ITN and Channel 4 News. Already 
holder of an OBE, he would be an odds-on 
favourite for a knighthood had the Tbries 
clung to power. John Major - who shares Mc- 
Donald’s passion for cricket - was a great fan 
and fought previous attempts to alter News at 
Ten 's scheduling. The ex-FM will remember Mc- 
Donald’s sugary interview with him which 
Labour politicians condemned as "fawning”. 

The nation loves this man who pays them the 
compliment of being more British than them-, 
selves. But a vestige of a golden agfe can quick- 
ly look like a relic - especially with Kiisty Your® 
looking over his shoulder. 


America shows way to win 
cash from rich donors 


By David Lister 

Am News Editor 


Donations to the arts will mul- 
tiply many times if the Chan- 
cellor makes all donations tax 
deductible in his budget, the sec- 
retary of the Royal Academy 
said last night. 

Speaking at a special debate 
on arts funding mounted by The 
independent Save the Arts cam- 
paign and the Royal Academy, 
David Gordon urged that "the 
arts need to campaign with 

facts and analysis as weH as with 

passion”. 

Giving a lead on tins, he 
made a detailed comparison 
with the American system, 
where all arts organisations are 
charities. “Americans, have a 
specific section on their tax re- 
turn,” he said. “Donations to 
charities are itemised in this sec- 
tion and deducted from the in- 
come on which tax is paid. 
Each dollar given reduces the 
tax bill. This is called itemisa- 
lion. Vfcry ample, very effective, 
^.md as aresull two thirds of per- 
sonal giving is itemised ... 

"American individuals gave 
$120bn or£75bn to charities in 

1W6. This is equivalent to £2S0 

for every man, woman and 
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Gordon Brown and Genista Mdntxwh of the National Theatre flanking the campaign logo 


child. Individuals in Britain gave 
£43bn to charities, or about £70 

for every man, woman and child 
... Simplifying giving will lead to 
much greater giving.” 

The Royal Academy of Arts 
and The Independent Forum, 
on Government Bunding of the 
Arts examined the future of aits 
finvfipg in Britain. foBowing The 
Independent Independent on 
Sunday campaign urging the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, to 
make all donations to the arts 
tax deductible in the forth- 
coming budget. 

Wb are urging Mr Brown to 
use his budget to introduce a 
change in taxation law to enable 


people to make tax-free dona- 
tions to arts companies and 
wanes. A ample system could be 
brought in to replace the mud- 
dled and cnmbeaisome system of 
tax relief through covenants and 
foe Gift Aid Scheme. 

Last night’s panel included 
Jude Kelly, the artistic director 
of the West Yorkshire Play- 
house; Genista McIntosh, ex- 
ecutive director of foe National 
Theatre, David Gordon, sec- 
retary of foe Rojo] Academy 
and Peter Jenkhason of the 
New Art Gallery. WalsalL 

Mr Jenkshson made refer- 
ence to the exhibition Art Trea- 
sures of England, foe Regional 


Collections, on show at the Roy- 
al Academy. He said: “We 
should pause to reflect upon the 
enormous generosity of former 
generations who enable us to en- 
joy what we see on the walls to- 
day. In foe mean-spirited. 1990s 
... a reminder of such pubfio- 
spiritedness in such huge pro- 
portions is refredimg to witness. 

“Public spiritedness toward 
foe arts toeby wiU be hngefy en- 
couraged by the incentire dot all 
contributions should be tax de- 
ductible. People want to support 
their favourite galleries and oth- 
er arts institutions: They should- 
be supported in this wish, not 
discouraged from doing so.” 


Mapplethorpe publishers defy vice squad 


By Paul (touttedge O ^ Cwrespondent 

THE PUBLISHERS of a hpokty foe con- 
troversial photographer Robert Map- 
plethorpe ye^erday refused de^tfctya 
police vice squad to remove two offepd- 
ing" pictures or to pulp the 

The West Midlands po^e s Paedophile 

and Pornography Unit J 

tempt to p&secutt Random Home pub- 
fir too photographs they «*=«>« P 0 ™ 0 - 

are successful they srifl fac e i K- 
brariesio cut out the two images destroy 

'^TbeUniversity of Central England in 


book was originally made, is also expect- 
ed to face prosecution. 

The two photographs foe police want 
io ban are Helmut and Brooks, NYC, 1978, 
which shows a man “fisting” - a form of 
anal sex- another man. And Jin and Then, 
Sausalito, 1977, which is of a man clad in 
a dog collar, a leather mask and trousers, 
urinating into another man's mouth. 

Gail Rebnck, Chief Executive Q f Ran- 
dom House, yesterday attacked foe move 
and said: “Ws consider this investigation 


that asdtotafy work of sxfo acknowledged 
artistic and literary merit should be at risk 

of prosecutidh. ' 

*We will be malting representation 
through our lawyers that no action should 


be taken, and still hope that sense will pre- 
vail” The statement followed a meetingyes* 
terday at Belgravia police station in London 
between Dan Franklin, publishing director 
of Jonathan Cape, which is part of Random 
House, and detectives from the West Mid- 
lands police. 

Theunivasifyhasalreajifyrdusedtov^ 
untarily destroy the book. . 

Mapplethorpe, a copy of which is in the 
British Library and most university li- 
braries, was seized by police last October. 

Lawyers acting for foe Crown Prose- 
cution Service dedded parts of it were like- 
ly to “deprave or corrupt” under the 1959 
Obscene Publications Act and advised the 
police that they had grounds to ask the uni- 
versity to voluntarily destroy it. 
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Church loses 
to zoos and 
stately homes 


for weddings 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Corespondent 


THE WAY we gel married is altering 
dramatically, with people increasing' 
ty choosing their own venue feather 
than having a church wedding. 

"Approved premises” - those winch 
applied to become wedding venues un- 
der new regulations from 1995 - have 
made significant inroads in the wedding 
business with a fourfold increase in the 
space of a year. In one couaty (Mon- 
mouthshire). approved premises now 
account for one in five of aO marriages. 
And in some counties church weddings 
dropped by as much as 20 per cent. 

The law was changed in 1995, al- 
lowing local authorities to approve 
premises for solemnising crvfl mar- 
riages. Since April that year, more than 
2.000 have been approved, primarily 
hotels and stately homes although 



Aqua vcw/s: Lorinder Gwyther and Paul Leighton marrying under water at Vast year’s NEOs Diving Show In Birmingham Photograph; Pali Rogers 


some of the more exotic indude a zoo 
and an old ironclad battleship. 

In the first year, approved premis- 
es claimed 4,000 marriages, but the fid- 
lowing year there were 15,000. 
Between 1994-5 and 1996-7 register 
office weddings fell from 149,000 to 


146,000 and church wedding dropped 
from 135,000 to 114,000. 

Ian Caflister of Cheshire County 
Council, which has the highest num- 
ber of approved locations, said the rea- 
son for the rise was the beautiful 
locations -such as Thtton Park (which 


provided the interior of the film 
Brideshead Be visited) and the mock- 
medieval Peckforton Castile. “We per- 
formed nearly L000 weddings in 1997 
- we had to hire nine extra part-time 
deputy registrars,” said Mr CaBister. 

Janet Simpson, editor of Noble's 


Wfodding Manxes Guide, named sever- 
al factors: “First, people are moving 
away from the church and looking for 
alternatives ... chinrhes c an aby? be 
quite difficult about second-time round 
marriages, or getting married outside 
their own denomination.*’ 
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Mystery 

sinking 


faces new 


if* 


scrutiny . 


% ttjfc; ?; 


By Kim Sengupta 


Williams continued: “ Crews in 
this case don't know what’s 
happening and that's good for 
the families of the victims in a 
way. It will give them some sort 
of solace". - - - 

The surveyors had found “a 
picture of total destruction with, 
parts of this huge ship ripped 
apart lying tom and munpled 
on the sea bed". More than 
135,000 photographs were tak- 
en. and 2,000 pieces of wreck- 
age examined. There was, 
according to the assessors, no 
one single reason for the sink- 


THE Government has ordered 
a public inquiry into the sink- 
ing of the ship Derbyshire in a 
typhoon off the coast of Japan 
19 years ago after receiving a 
survey report described as “one 
of the century’s greatest feats of 
underwater detective work”. 

Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott, who is himself a for- 
mer seaman, announced the de- 
cision following a report from 
an officially financed underwa- 
ter survey of the wreck of the 
169,000 tonnes cargo carrier ing of the Derbyshire, but a 4 * 
which capsized with the loss of combination of factors. 

Relatives of the 42 crew 
members and two wives who 
died, as well as shipping umons 
ami shipping experts, bad long 
maintained that the Derbyshire 
and other bulk carriers were 
structurally unsound. 

Asked his views on this, Mr 
Williams responded: “ This is 
not a clean bill of health for the 
industry. We have ignored the 
signs arid are still ignoring signs. 
Ships arc being lost There are 
no winners in this, there is a les- 
son for everybody in this sink- 
ing”. 

The report made a number 
of recommendations including 
a review of the regulations re- 
garding how low in the water £ 
ships should sit, the possible 
strengthening of cargo hatch 
covers and the positioning of all 
ventilators, air pipes and access 
hatches. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
invited interested parties to 
submit representations on 
whether the formal investigation 
should be re-opened in whole 
or in part, the questions it 
should address, and whether it 
pending disaster mehht a may- , should he at the High Court or 
day call was not put out. Mr ^Before a Wreck Commissioner. 


44 lives. 

Mr Prescott described the 
£2 million survey, funded by 
Britain and the EU, as not 
only one of the greatest pieces 
of underwater detective work 
this century, but even more 
impressive than the research 
done on the Titanic. 

The survey report authors 
said structural fruits did not 
cause the loss of the ship in Sep- 
tember 1980. The report said 
that an unsecured hatch bad led 
to the flooding of the bow area 
of the ship, lowering it into the 
waves. The force of the water 
ripped off the hatch covers, 
filled the cargo holds, and 
caused the ship to sink rapidly. 

Robin WilKams, the chief sci- 
entist on the expedition, said the 
Derbyshire was caught in ty- 
phoon Orphid and buffeted by 
80ft waves. Successive hatch 
covers down the ship either ex- 
ploded or imploded with the 
force of 17 tonnes of TNT 
The tune from the hatch cov- 
ers being rqsped off to the stem 
sinking was just two minutes, 
and the sheer speed of the ixn- 


Medical chief denies MMR 
vaccine link to autism 


SIR KENNETH CALMAN, the Government’s chief medical 
officer, moved to allay public alarm over the measles, mumps 
and rubella (MMR) vaccine yesterday after hundreds of par- 
ents had requested the vaccinations separately. 

Sir Kenneth said there was no scientific evidence that giv- 
ing separate doses was any safer than the combined vaccine 
and could increase the risks to children. 

Sir Kenneth was responding to a paper in The Lancet med- 
ical journal last month suggesting there may be a link between 
MMR vaccination and inflammatory bowel and 

autism in some children. He said: “Independent experts and 
I have seen the published research and we are not convinced 
that there is indeed any link. No evidence has been published 
that demonstrates that MMR plays a part in autism." 

Letters were sent to all GPS yesterday confirming that the 
vaccine was safe. 


£1 m for parenting skills 


PARENTS who need help to prevent family breakdown are 
to be given new skills and support with the aid of a jEIm Gov- 
ernment grant, the health minister Paul Boateng said yesterday. 

He was speaking at the Families and Early Intervention con- 
ference in London which warned that there was no “magic bul- 
let” solution to anti-social behaviour amongst young' people. 

However early support for families cah prevent breakdown 
and is not only beneficial to families and gives children a good 
start in life but it also saves money in the long term. 

Research in Britain and America has shown that early in- 
tervention works. Projects include the Waterville Projects for 
Children and Young People, North Tyneside and Mirathorpe 
Community College, West Yorkshire. 


Hunt for missing woman 


A POLICE computer operator lias become the subject of an 
intensive land and air search by the Humberside PbEce. 

Kirsty Carver, 22, employed by the police for four years, 
went missing a week ago, leaving officers completely baffled. 
“This is completely crot of character with Hasty," said Lisa Hob- 
son^a police press officer. “She was a very pretty girl, with a 
lot of friends and had a very loving family." Kristy Carver is 
5’2” with long brown hair, and was last seen wearing a black 
coat, blue jeans and black shoes. The car was found ahandqowj 
in a quiet country lane at WHlerby, near Hhfl. 


Former Taoiseach to retire 


ALBERT REYNOLDS, the former Thoiseach whose diplo- 
ma^ forged the 1993 Downing Street Joint Declaration by 
Dublin and London which paved the way for the August 1994 
IRA ceasefire, announced he is to retire from politics at the 
next election. 

Mr Reynolds, 65, said he had “made his contribution” to 
politics Ireland and was now concentrating on his business 
interests abroad. Ks family owns a successful pet foods 
company. 


Literary snub US to writers 


Judges of the world’s richest literary prize yesterday all but es- 
clwfed LIS writers from the shortlist. Tfen novels win compete 
m May for the £100,000 IMPAC Dublin literary award for any 
fiction published in English (including translations), but the 


p - . « v; ny iuvh IU> 

contenders familiar to British readers include Graham Swift’s 
Last Orders and Margaret Atwood's Alias Grace . 
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Cow computer 

A FRIEND at the Ministry of 
Agriculture has brought Pando- 
ra word of a new hi-tech 
departmental office being es- 
tablished in Workington, Cum- 
bria. This office will iinngp g 
powerful computer whose tasks 
will include keeping track of 
every single cow in Britain. 

That may sound mildly amus- 
ing, but the background to this 
story is more serious. When the 
computer complex was first pro- 
posed, under the previous gov- 
ernment, there was talk of 
locating it in either Huntington 
(John Major’s constituency) or 
in Guildford, another Tbiy heart- 
land Studies done at the Dept 
of Ag showed that locating it in 
the North might actually prove 
more expensive. But the new gov- 
ernment's decision to locate the 
Cow Computer in the North re- 
flects a “nothing new south of the 
M4 policy”, in the words of one 
Whitehall source. 

Oh, by the way, Workington 
is not a million miles from Jack 
Cunningham’s Copeland con- 
stituency. 

Sinn Fein tag 

WHEN Gerry Adams left Down- 
ing Street yesterday, he drove 
away in a Tbyota people carrier, 
closely followed by a Range 
Rover. Ta gg ing along behind 
them came a rather scruffy blue 
Metro with a dent in the back. 
It was driven by Cherie Blair, 
blissfully unaware that for a few 
moments she had joined the 
Sinn Fein motorcade. - 

Soho country 

SOHO HOUSE, the London 
cinema “player’s" answer to the 
Groucha Qub, is joining' the 
countryside movement Hie dub 
has acquired. an 18th-century 
manor, Bavington House, for 
£U5m near Rrome in Somerset 
The pten is to open? 30-bedroom 
retreat with screening room, 
editing suite and health spa on 
August 1st Soho House has 
2$0Q members and 'from what 
Pandora has seen of them at 
230am in the club’s raucous 
smoke-filled bar, they could ben- 
efit from a bit of fresh air. 

Other activities planned for 
Soho-in-Somereet indude riding, 
cricket and croquet One mem- 
ber wonders if they’ll have out- 
door lighting to accommodate 
the club’s many night-owls who 
might fancy a post-midnight 
round of competitive mallets. 
Hopefully, someone wQl explain 
to the club's more restless bar 
regulars that “looking for a fox" 
has a rather different meaning in 
the West Country than it does on 
Greek Street. 

Oh, Barbie! 



FHM. the fantastically success- 
ful UK men’s magazine whose 
circulation has soared far above 

600,000, is being sued by Mattel 
Inc, the manufacturers of Barbie 
and Ken dolls, in a Los Angeles 
conn. Their complaint: pho- 
tographs of the dolls m sexually 
4lkdt “improper" positions 
were published in the ® ag ?^ i , 
and have damaged Ihe plastic 
couple’s “wholesome image. 

Pandora rang the mag sec- 
tor, but his assistant said, “He 
doesn’t wish to comment 
Would James Brow* editor of 

GO and founding editor “ 

Loaded, ever say that? Come to 

think of it, after glancing 

FHM it appears that 

editorial secrets 

adfythis: don’t say much but look 
at those dolls! 

Pandora 


off new claims over driver 



£300,000 slap 
on wrist for ICI 
after toxic leak 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

BRITAIN'S biggest chemical 
company received its largest- 
ever fine in the UK yesterday, 
after ISO tonnes of toxic chlo- 
roform gushed out of a pipe and 
polluted . groundwater for 
decades, and perhaps for cen- 
turies. 

The Government’s Envi- 
ronment Agency was delighted 
with the £300,000 fine against 
ICI, saying it sent a dear signal 
to boardrooms that pollution 
did not pay. But even though it 
is Britain’s second biggest fine 
for any pollution crime, it is less 
than one tenth of one per cent 
of the group’s pre-tax worldwide 
profits. 

The leak was only discovered 
when a contractor spotted a 
three-foot high fountain of 
chloroform gushing from a bro- 
ken filter in a pipe at ICI 
Chemicals and Polymers 
sprawling site at Runcorn, 
Cheshire. The escape, which 
happened in broad daylight, 
went undiscovered for four- 
and-a-half hours in April last 
year. 

“This was a careless incident 


which caused serious environ- 
mental damage,” said the en- 
vironment agency’s chief 
executive, Ed Gallagher. 

“I hope the scale of today’s 
finp is an indication that the 
courts are beginning to under- 
stand the impact of what in- 
dustry does when it pollutes the 
environment.” 

Warrington Crown Court 
was told that as well as pollut- 
ing the Weston Canal and near- 
by River Weaver, 123 tonnes of 
the chloroform sank into the 
ground. 

There is a chance that sev- 
eral decades from now it could 
pollute a drinking water bore- 
hole four miles away at Frod- 
sham. 

The maximum concentra- 
tion allowed in drinking water 
is 100 parts per billion. 

The chloroform, made for 
use in refrigerators, can cause 
unconsciousness and prolonged 
exposure causes kidney and liv- 
er damage. There were no re- 
ports of people living or 
working Dearby suffering any ifl 
effects. 

ICI pleaded guilty to caus- 
ing pollution and not keeping 
its equipment in good operat- 


ing condition, and was ordered 
to pay £5L200 compensation 
and costs. Judge David Hale 
said adequate risk assessments 
bad not been carried out and 
there had not been proper 
monitoring of chloroform flow 
in the pipeline which would 
have alerted ICI to Lhe problem. 

A company spokesman sakt 
“We’re sony it happened and 
we're taking all steps Vo make 
sure nothing like this happens 
again. We thought the fine 
would be a big one.” 

IQ hopes the court case will 
end a sorry chapter of pollution 
bungles which damaged its rep- 
utation last year. 

Escapes of hazardous gases 
and liquids at several plants led 
to prosecutions. A ‘hit squad* of 
six Environment Agency pol- 
lution inspectors was sent into 
its Runcorn plant to carry out 
an emergency audit of compa- 
ny procedures last May follow- 
ing three serious incidents, 
including the chloroform es- 
cape. 

The largest pollution fine in 
Britain was £1 million, imposed 
on Shell UK after a massive oil 
pipeline leak seriously polluted 
the Mersey Estuary in 1989. 


THE Harrods boss Mo- 
hamed AI Fayed raises his 
hands as he leaves a French 
court yesterday under the 
protection of gendarmes. 

Mr Fayed had met Judge 
Herve Stephan who is inves- 
tigating the death of Diana, 
Pr i ncess of Wales and Mr 
Fayed* son, Dodi, and who is 
said to have been furious 
about hb well-publicised 
conspiracy theory dalms. . 

The meeting at the Palais 
de Justice came as ft 
emerged that the Rio: hotel 
tried to scop staff talking to 
police about Hepri PauTs 


drinking “for the benefit of 
the Royal Family". 

A report in [.'Express 
magazine claimed that a bar- 
man at LEspadon, where Mr 
Pail and Trevor Rees-jones, 
the sole survivor, had been 
waiting for the couple on the 
night of the crash, said he 
saw the driver staggering and 
brush against another bar- 
man as he left. 

"The next day the barman 
claimed a senior executive at 
the Ritz, owned by Mr Fayed, 
tdd him to tell police that 
Mr Paul had drunk only fruit 
juice. 


Poets’ war of words 
leaves blood on 
the studio carpet 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


ms NOT often that Radio 
4’s Today programme fea- 
tures a.discusgiou on poetry. 
After yesterday’s diversion 
into literary criticism it might 
employ extra security men 
before doing so again- “Give 
me politics any day,” said 
shell-shocked interviewer 
Alex Brodie at the end of the 
literary debate. 

In the studio was Michael 
Horowitz, the godfather of 
performance poetry, creator 
of the Royal Albert Hall po- 
etry Olympics. He was invit- 
ed to comment on Dew-wave 
performance poet Murray 
Lachlan Young. Tbe Byronio- 
maned rock'n'roll poet won a 
reputed £lm deal from EMI 


a Virgin Atlantic advertising 
campaign. 

Fortunately, Lachlan 
Young was not in tbe studio, 
or there might have been 
blood on the Broadcasting 
House carpets. The unfortu- 
nate Chris Meade, director of 
the Poetry Society, was there, 
but you would hardly have 

known it as Hoxovite, despite 
entreaties, barely let him get 
a word in and refosed to be si- 
lenced, yelling that Lachlan 
Young “will be forgotten in 
eight minutes” as Mr Brodie 
tried to move on to the nest 

item. 

The nub of Horowitz's lit- 
erary argument went as fol- 
lows: “If he [Lachlan Young] 
s a poet at all, he’s not a very 

good poet ...a poet aged 28 

is lauded lathe skies, but at 
the age of 28 he has written a 
load of garbage ... He's 


dressed up to look like Byron, 
that doesn’t mate him write 
like Byron ... andfbrgpt about 
the £lm ... be hasn't made 
more than CHUWO.” 

Lachlan Young’s spokes- 
woman said yesterday that be 
had made considerably more 
than £30,000. 

But, the literary debate 
did not end there. Fbr Lach- 
lan Young happened to be lis- 
tening to the radio at home. 
A few hours Later he sum- 
moned up his powers of im- 
agery and lyricism to hit back 
; “Yes," he sighed, Tm sitting 
at home sticking a photo- 
graph of myself cm a punch- 
bag to send to Michael 
Horowitz. I expect his unnat- 
ural obsession with me is 
more of a sexual thing. But I 
draw the hire at sending a rub- 
ber doO." 

Lachlan Young's verse for 
Virgin seems unexception- 
able, if a tittle repetitive in 
style and rirynungsdxxne.He 
rhapsodises over the in-flight 
entertainment system as 
“Destination Stimulation”. 
He rhapsodises over the busi- 


able for an “extra donation 
And he rhapsodises yet again 
over business class as “Des- 
tination Relaxation”. 

The Horwiiz revenge is 
coming. He says he is work- 
ing on a poem called A New 
Wasteland denouncing tbe 
commercialism - that has 
sprouted, phenomena like 
Lachlan Young. But for now 
tbe last word belongs to Lach- 
lan Young. He revealed Last 
night that Horowitz's son 
Adam, who runs a poetry 
dub ip Stroud, Gloucester- 
shire, has invited him to do a 
gig there. - 


Earner from A New Wasteland 

by Michael Horovta 

The rock of artistic aspirations today - 
publishing, Broadcasting, Pnzeffvmg 
So-called critical 
Seems intrnaBeabfy fioaL defined, 

Motivated and controlled by a 

Transatlantic Dunciad of accountants, 

profited*, expat packagers... 
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Prescott vows homes 
bid was above board 


By Ste ve Etoggw 

JOHN PRESCOTT’S son 
spoke for zhe fust tine yester- 
day of the ‘‘nightmare*’ week he 
has spent since being accused of 
involvement in a controversial 
property deal. 

As auditors prepared to 
hand over results of an investi- 
gation into the deal today, 
Johnathan Prescott junior told 
77k* Independent. “The whole 
thing was above board and the 
audit will prove h.“ 

Mr Prescott, 34, broke his si- 
lence as one of the two self- 
styled “researchers" who have 
been touting information about 
his fath er denied being involved 
in a political dirty tricks cam- 
paign. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
ordered senior officials from the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment to examine the sale of 25 


houses from the North Hull 
Housing Action Trust to Wyke 
Developments Ltd, a company 
for which Mr Prescott junior 
works, for an average price of 
£5300 each. 

Some have argued that the 
price was too low, but Mr 
Prescott junior said: “The deal 
was completely fair and com- 
pletely normal. It was alt above 
board. 

“The past week has been an 
absolute nightmare,* but I am 
sure the audit will sbow what re- 
ally happened." 

Mr Prescott referred to the 
actions of Ian Newton, 42, one 
of die “researchers*’ who was ar- 
rested and released on police 
bail in connection with a bur- 
glary at a dty centre office in 
which same papers were stolen. 

“People are beginning to 
see what sort of stuff has been 
going on," he said. “I won't go 


into details until after the au- 
ditor’s report but 1 might have 
a lot to say afterwards." 

Simon Cutting, Mr 
Prescott’s employer, and a fel- 
low director of Wyke Property 
Services Ltd, a holding compa- 
ny which will control the hous- 
es, said he bad been given the 
option of selling on the bouses 
immedia tely to first-time buy- 
ers - possibly at a profit - or of 
committing them for rental at 
up to £50 a week for 10 years. 
He chose the latter, a move 
which will eventually result in 
a modest return. 

“This is only happening be- 
cause John is working for me 
and someone is out to get his 
fattier," he said. “Last summer, 
before we even got involved in 
this deal, someone was ringing 
estate agents and asking if they 
could get the -same kind of 
•special rate’ they gave to Simon 


Cutting and John Prescott. 

“They were trying to suggest 
that w were in cahoots with the . 
building society to organise re- 
possessions. And they haven’t 
given up on us yet.** 

The second researcher, 
Matthew Parkes, 31, who 
sought sanctuary from the me- 
dia at a Hull police station on 
Thcsday night with Mr Newton, 
denied that disaffected Labour ' 
councillors had hired him to dig 
dirt on Mr Prescott senior. 

He told the Yorkshire Fast 
that he and Mr Newton had re- 
ceived only £5 for photocopy- 
ing and that money was not his 
motive. 

“From xny point of view we 
wanted to see whether there was 
anything in the sleaze allega- 
tions discussed on shopfloois in 
Hull," he said. *T certainly think 
there’s enough here to warrant 
an inquiry." 



Small stage: John Prescott in rehearsal for a local drama production at Hull City Hall 


Photograph: Tom Alston 


Self-contained city where feuds 
fester and grudges take grip 

Hull provides a unique environment for political intrigue, says Andrew Buncombe 


HULL achieved dty status in 
1897. without a cathedral, but 
it is essentially a large village. 
Everybody seems to know 
everybody else, everyone seems 
to be a dikant relative of every- 
one and a person's business is 
rarely private. It is easy to see 
how in this wnsuiai* environ- 
ment, grudges and fends grow 
and smoulder. The local polit- 
ical scene is a case in point 

While the 60-member Hull 
City Council m ay be made up 
of 58 Labour councillors there 
Is —in the best traditions of the 
Labour Parly - plenty of scope 
for infighting . As the Hull Dai-, 
fy Mail, said yesterday: “What 
this week's episode has under- 
lined is the continuing un- 
healthy state of politics in Hull.” 

Indeed if ever there was a 
place where a prominent politi- 
cian such as John Prescott 
might be the victim of a smear 
campaig n launched by rivals, 
Hull would be the ideal envi- 
ronment 

Controva^ surrounding the 
former seaman dales back to the 
early 70s when he was first be- 
came an MP, and there is no 
doubt that he has ruffled plen- 
ty of feathers over the years. But 
the evidence suggests that the 


Deputy Prime Minister may be 
suffering more from paranoia 
chan plotters. 

Councillors have been get- 
ting the odd threatening late 
night phone call, the odd of- 
fensive package, but no more 
than in any other large city. In 
all likelihood, the people said 
to have launched a political 
“vendetta" against Mr Prescott, 
are ho more than two men 
who have tried to sell some very 


It is self-sufficient and self- 
confident because it has to be. 
People may teU you that in this 
age of digital technology, every- 
where is only a second away, but 
they miss the point. 

They missed the point too 
when they predicted that the 
building of the Humber Bridge 
-opened by the Queen in 1981 
- would make Hull one of the 
most important crossroads of 
Britain. If didn’t. Many people. 


Trains stop at Hull. It is, in more 
than one sense, the end of the line 

unconfidential information to particularly students at the wfill- 
guffible London-based jour- respected university, find that 

emee they have arrived they 
The trains stop at Hull; they don't want to leave the city, 
go no further. It is not a city you They enjoy its laid-back feeL 
pass through on the way to any- its friendliness, its lack of 
where else, you have to be go- pretension, 
ing there for a purpose. It is, in But the point remains: you 
ntore than one sense, the end don't come to Hull unless you 
of the line- mean to come to Hull - the 

^ ,S . n0 ™ C Sf se ** Netherlands by ferry is the only 
compact aiy of 300,000 people. otheroption- oryouhavebeen 

^ geo " ,Qred there by people claiming 

graphically and to a lesser ex- they have a story to sell. S 
tent cnlturany, is part of its They probably only did it to 

uy and brighten a damp winter 


afternoon in a city where 
it always seems to be raining. 

It was raining yesterday in 
HulL A depressing drizzle Mew 
down Ferensway, one of the • 
main roads in the city centre, 
and past the Royal Hotel, re- 
stored after it was destroyed by 
arson several years ago. 

It was drizzling too at the re- 
furbished marina, full of new, 
shiny yachts that -since the col- ... 
lapse of the city's fishing in- ‘ 
dustry in the late 70s - are the 3? 
only boats you’ll find Even the *l 
E arl de Grey pub, famously pa- f 
tronised by the city's transves- j 
tites and always a safe bet for 
an afternoon pint whatever 
your persuasion, was shuttered i 
up against the weather. ™ 

Hessle Road, famous as the 
home of the former trawler % 
families, looked bleak under a ^ 
cement-grey sky. with men and ^ 
women bent double against the M 
weather. 

Even in the narrow cobbled 1 

street outside Wilberforee 
House - home of William 
Wilberforee, the man who did 
so much to end slaveiy in ihc 
British Empire - it was soggy 
underfoot Water, tike gossip, 

rumour, and indeed paranoia, 

gets everywhere. 
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get credits to study 


Ex-servicemen may [ AntMiunting lobby goes A £l) 


10' 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

THE GOVERNMENT is consider- 
ing copying President BiU Clinton’s 
GI blU to give former-servicemen 
credits to cash in for studies which 
could help them get jobs in Civvy 
Street under fundamental reforms to 
the armed forces outlined yesterday 
by the Secretary of State for Defence, 
George Robertson. 

Mr Robertson signalled a shift in 
Ministry of Defence thinking towards 
doing more to help men and women 
to secure careers after serving with the 
anned forces, both to he tpreouitment 
and cut down unemploymenL 

"This is one of the ‘people’ issues 
that we are focusing on in the review. 
The ‘people’ element is going to be 
a strong part of the review when it 
is announced," a spokesman for the 
MoD said 

The United States GI bid which 
Mr Robertson said he was "studying 
with great interest" was passed to give 


forces personnel points which could 
be cashed far t rainin g or education, 
when they left service. It is believed 
it will help keep people in the ser- 
vices longer to earn more points. 

- Mr Robertson said that around 
20,000 joined the forces each year, 
most slaying for 12 years or less. 
About 30,000 left the armed forces 
last year, and the introduction of a 
Gl-styie scheme would fit into Tbny 
Blair's agenda for a “new deal" to get 
people back to work. 

Mr Robertson’s speech at 
Chatham House was described as a 
“milestone” in the strategic defence 
review, which he made it dear was 
not a peace-time cost-cutting exer- 
cise to meet demands for more- 
money to be spent on hospital beds 
than bombs. 

He disclosed that the MoD was 
studying plans for ordering a new 
generation of bigger aircraft carriers, 
similar to those deployed by the US 
in the Gulf. He admitted they would 
be more expensive than the current 


generation of Invincible-class carri- 
ers for short-take-off Hamer jump 
jets, and it could dismay both die 
Treasury and Labour supporters 
who were looking for big savings in 
defence spending. 

The Secretaiy of State for defence 
gave a dear hint that there would be 
nxv® mergers of back-up forces for 
deploying helicopters, ground-to-air 
defence missiles and units to deal with 
nuclear, biological and chemical attack. 
Bui he said he would not be abolish- 
ing ot merging any of the three armed 

services. “Rumours about the demise 
of the RAF and (he merger ctf the Roy- 
al Marines and the Parachute Regi- 
ment can be given a decent burial" 

The ending of the Cold Wu- has 
forced the MoD to review the need 
for troops to be based in Germany, 
but Mr Robertson hinted it would 
continue to underpin Britain’s com- 
mitment to Naxo in Europe. Ihnk 
numbers may be cut, but there would 
still be a need for them in the future, 
he stressed. 
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Joint action: Sheila Buriatt, 68, with Fred the Fox at yesterday’s anti-hunt protest opposite Downing Street Photograph Andrew Buurman 
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By Nick Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


THE ANTI-hunting Bill is like- 
ly to be killed off today and its 
death will leave the wealthy, vo- 
cal anti-blood-sport groups at a 
loss over what to do next. 

Yesterday, Labour MP 
Michael Foster was still refusing 
to give up hope, manoeuvring 
with a fresh amendment to avoid 
his Private Member’s Bill being 
filibustered to death a few se- 
nior Conservative MPs. “If we're 
going to go down, we’re going to 
go down fighting,” he said. 

The antis have won their 
greatest ever support from MPs, 
with 411 votes in favour at last 
November’s second reading. 
They have demonstrated 
through several opinion polls 
that three-quarters of Britons 
oppose hunting with bounds, 
and that even most country 
dwellers are against iL Prime 
Minister Tony Blair has repeat- 
edly said he opposes the sport. 

Yet, despite having spent 
qrer the 


nearer a hunm^ban. AD that has 
been demonstrated is that a Pri- 

vate Member’s Bill can never get 
. such legislation enacted unless 
the Government gives it parlia- 
mentary time and support 
The painful reality now fac- 
ing the three animal rights 
groups which comprise the 
Campaign Against Hunting is 
that the Labour government 
with a huge majority, was and 
still is their best hope. There is 
no no chance of applying polit- 
ical pressure to the Government 
by getting the Tbries or Liberal 
Democrats to join their cause. 


Indeed, one of the three, the In- 

5 P° ndetU ternational Fund for Animal 

Welfare, (IFAW) said this week 
in g BQ1 is like- that it would have to consider 
today and its standing anti-hunting candi- 
le wealthy, vo- dates in marginal constituencies 
irt groups at a at the next general election, 
do next IFAWs sister organisation. 

Labour MP the Putitkal Animal Lobby, gave 
is still refusing JElm to Labour before the gen- 
manoeuvring eral election, largely in the hope 
tment to avoid of a ban. Yet Mr Blair and his 
er’s Bill being cabinet have decided that end- 
thbyafewse- ing it would be too risky -both 
MPs. “If we're in terms of getting much higher 
we're going to priority legislation hogged down 
" he said. in parliament and of raising the 
« won their wrath of the rural establishment 
xt from MPs, The pro-hunting lobby, the 
favour at last Countryside Alliance, has given 
tnd reading, ministers the impression that 
emonstrated while its side may be in the roi- 
ipinion polls ntmty.passkm and determination 
rs of Britons more than makes up for this. The 
nth bounds, libertarian argument- that peo- 
lost country pte should be free to pursue their 
ist it. Prime sport even if it offends the ma- 
x' has repeat- jorily - has also won ground, 
les the sport. IFAW and its partners, the 
aving spent Royal Society fix the Prevention 
Jqneqverthe of Cruelty to Animals and the 
t|ey t are ng M ^League Against Criid Sports, 
lAI that has not considering organising mass 
listhataPri- rallies, like the two organised tty 
anneverget the pro-hunting movement, 
acted unless They say it would prove little, 
vesitpariiar Nor do they accept any cotn- 

upporL promise which would try to 
lity now £ac- make hunting with hounds less 
unal rights cruel to deer, foxes and hares, 
mprise the The antis’ best hope is that 
Hunting is the Government, under pressure 
sovemment, from MPs and the voters, will re- 
ity, was and lent and give useful backing to 
pe. There is a fresh Bill in a year or two. 
plying polii- Meanwhile, they warn that the 
jovenxment Bill's failure - which they claim 
s or Liberal as a failure of democracy - may 

their cause, lead to upsurge in hunt sabotage. 


Space 

a bit tight? 

Move with a low cost mortgage rate. 

*■ It’s easy to transfer. 

• Our mortgage rate is vMHK 

8.2% APR variable. 

• Cal! us now for more details. 

Oiai 649 9099 _0ltl 831 9099 0MI 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


(W 1 


..vfflfl right* 


Pteas « quote ret IN D 189 

»VOU DONOTHBUP "MR 

«™o*rr.c* OTHe " «"■« 


\V WATEBSTONfi-S )) 

\wBEunj 

JOANNA TROLLOPE 
WILL BE AT HARRODS ON 
TUESDAY 

‘SS**** Children 

f 

0181 45«im » ^ ptaw "‘'P 1 '™’- 

re * arvc yuur Signed copy. 


Ik 

10 

o 

s 




9/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 13 MARCH 19A8 



French 

back m 


to lift Eli 
beef ban 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Po litical Correspondent 

JACK Cunningham, the Minis- 
ter Of Agriculture, has reached 
a deal with the French which 
ministers believe will give them 
the breakthrough Britain has 
beeo fighting for two years to 
achieve with the lifting of the 
European export ban on British 
beef. 

The Government is confi- 
dent that it can win a vote to 
start lifting the export ban on 
beef from Northern Ireland, 
which is covered by a traceability 
scheme, at a two-day meeting 
next week of European agri- 
culture ministers in Brussels fol- 
lowing a round of jet diplomacy 
by Mr Cunningham. Officials 
said yesterday it could mean that 
Ulster beef could go on sale for 
export “within a few weeks”. 

Tony Blair regards the vic- 
tory as so important for his gov- 
ernment that the agenda is 
being arranged by the British 
presidency of the European 
■ Union to make sure the break- 
through can be announced on 
Monday to avoid it being over- 
shadowed by the Budget 24 
hours later. 

The French abstained when 
the European veterinary com- 
mittee voted by 10 to 4 to rec- 
ommend the lifting of the ban. 


but Mr Cunningham seen red 
the support Df the French to 
back Britain at a meeting in 

Pam with the French agricnhiir e 

minister, Louie Le Pensec. 


The Germans are still hold- 


ing out, with Spain, Luxemburg 
■ and Belgium, but Mr Cun- . 
nmgh am issaid to have told the 
Spanish agriculture minister at 
a meeting this week that he had 
enough votes lined up to secure 
victory. 

A ministerial source said - 
“Jack has done a deal with the 
French, and he has go tit in the 
bag now. There is always the 
chance ofa sKp, but it looks Kke 
we will win. 

“It will show that a pro-Eu- ' 
ropeanLabom government can 
do what a Euro-septic Ibry 
government failed to achieve.” 

The Ulster traceability 
scheme was introduced to stop 
fraudulent cross-border trading 
in cattle. It has enabled the au- 
thorities to tag and trace every 
cow and calf in Northern Ire- 
land, and to provide proof that 
BSE is not present in the herd. 

Ministers are pressing ahead 
with a certified herd scheme for 
the rest of Britain to put all cat- 
tle on a computer bare as bigas 
the car registry at the Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing Agency. . 

Next TUesday Jeff Rooker, 
the minister of state for agri- 
culture, will visit the computer 
system in Wnkiigton, Cumbria, 
which wiD trace milli ons of cat- 
tle, when it is fully operational 
in September. 

A Whitehall source said: 


"You can never guarantee these 
things, especially where 
Europe is concerned, but it is 
pretty unlikely the ministers 
will overturn the recommen- 


dations of the vets. 9 


Ministers warned 


0 over union 


*1.1; .a-iV 


By Barrie Clement 


THE LEADER of one of the 
Labour Party’s biggest affiliates 
yesterday registered his suspi- 
cion that the Government was 
preparing to water down man- 
ifesto commitments on em- 
ployee rights. 

John Edmonds, president 
of the TUC and general secre- 
tary of the GMB general union, 
warned ministexs that the move- 
ment was capable of mounting 
demonstrations in London 
mare than twice the size of the 
recent 1 00,000-strcrag country- 
side march and was prepared to 
do so to make its point. 

Addressing the TUC’s 
women’s conference in Scar- 
borough, he said unions failed 
10 appreciate the extent to 
wtuch they would need their lob- 
bying skills after Labour’s elec- 
tion victory, and he urged 


ministers to honour the “sub- 


stance and the spirit" of a man- 


ifesto pledge to Hitrodnce union 
recognition laws. 

The CBI believes it has the 
ear of ministers on the issue and 
that considerable hurdles will be 
placed in the way of unions win- 
ning negotiating rights at re- 
luctant companies. 

The proposed legislation is 
to be a key element of the Fair- 
ness at Work White Paper to be 
published in May. 

In an interview with Radio 
4’s Today programme Mr Ed- 
monds said: “This is very im- 
portant for us. It's a clear 
manifesto commitment that 
everybody understood. I t hin k 
the Labour government will 
understand rival if it didn’t de- 
1 liver that there would be some 
very difficult consequences 
within the parly.” Unions still 
command half the votes at pol- 
icy-making conferences. 


I Green Flag m 

Motoring Assistance 

tag — £2 

in 

o 


IF WE DON'T REACH 
YOU WITHIN AN 
HOUR, WE LL GIVE 
YOU £10’. THE AA 
AND RAC WON'T. 




How’s this fof*P fle 4^ BVtraS*! Gram 
Fl*g r«rii you to just 35 

(yQ 

on ty £29.50 p»r annum. 

TW* tartW *"d ch»p«r than th. AA 

an*, RAC. Th«y “n't bast U*. So join us. 

http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

. i Haim ElO'chenui Will b» Isuwd. 

.■XTrfi™ cstomr q—M'"* 1 "*- 


Growing a hedge too far should be a crime, say MPs 


-Ji 4 








By Anthony Bevins 

~ fofitkal Editor 

A POSSIBLE crime of hedge- 
gm frjng was backed by more 
than 60 MPS from all sides of 

riie Commons yesterday. 

Welcoming the recent sug- 
gestion from Richard Caborn, 
the Planning Minister, that 
Licylandii hedges might be re- 
quired to have planning per- 
mission, the motion suggested 
even more extreme measures 
to deal with “this increasing 
nn^n^w ’' — fr fmmal sanctions. 

Sponsored by JLyxme Jones, 
Labo ur MP for Birmingham 
Sdly Oak, the motion said that 
while “a key element in many 



Knife hedge: Michael Geiger with his carved Leylandn at his home In BtUericay; Essex 


«yier hi gh neogesB unsocial oe- 
havjour and harassment”, the 
foisting Crime and Disorder 
Bill might proride a means of 
tackling the problem. 

However it was dealt with, 
the MPs wanted “effective 
measures to tackle the vindic- 
tive impulses of those who in- 
sist on allowing their hedges to 
reach monstrous heights, with 


the main purposes of inflicting 
misery on their neighbours." 

One of Dr Jones’s con- 
stituents is Michael Jones, 
who spent IS years and 
£100,000 in legal fees on a dis- 
pute with a neighbour over a 
26-foot Leylandn hedge. 

Mr Jones, who was allowed 
to prune back the offending 
hedge to a height of 12ft, has 
since set up a support group, 
called Hedgeline. 

Dr Jones has won the hack- 
ing for her motion from sig- 
natories stretching from Ken 
Livingstone on the Labour 
Left through to David Amcss 
on the Thatcherite Right of the 
Conservative Party. 

Dr Jones told The Inde- 
pendent that she did not want 
to stop people growing Lcy- 
landn hedges, or any other kind 
of large hedge. “It's only when 
it forms some kind of anli-so- 
cial or oppressive behaviour,” 
she added, “then, the fact that 
there is some kind of sanction 
might help to case matters, and 
in most cases help to solve the 
problem." 
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Schools to get marks on whether* they impTOve 


By Ben RusseH 
Education Correspondent 

SCHOOLS are to be graded on 
how well they improve chil- 
dren's exam performance, the 
Government announced today. 

Ministers want new league 
tables to push children cur- 
rently gelling C grades in their 
GCSEs up to Bs and As. 

League tables to be pub- 
lished in November will give 
every school a mark from A to 
E to show how well it improved 
exam scores. 

The tables will also include 
a newA-level-styie points score 
for pupils, designed to reflect 
the marks children actually get, 
rather than just the number who 
get five or more grade Cs os at 
present. 

Announcing the change. Ed- 
ucation Minister Estelle Mor- 
ris said parents would be 
offered more information than 
ever before about how their chil- 
dren's schools were performing. 

She said: “A school which 
may have been complacent be- 
cause of the number of children 
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Potential learning: New 
i eP g»u> tables aim to make 
schools push pupils 
currently achieving C 
grades in their GCSFS 
Into the As and Bs 




getting C grades will now have 
to push those children to get A 
and B grades to do well. 

“Schools will also have to 
concentrate on improving the 
performance of children cur- 


rently getting D and E grades, 
if they are going to get a good 
points score overall.” 

Tables currently measure 
the percentage of children who 
get five or more GCSEs at 


grade C or above, leading to 
claims. that schools can con- 
centrate on getting more chil- 
dren to achieve five C grades, 
rather than raising standards 
overall 


The new system, proposed in 
a consultation document pub- 
lished yesterday, will retain all 
the existing information about 
«c a m marks and truancy. 

But they will also give points 


for each grade at GCSE , rang- 
ing from, one point for a G to 
eight points for ah A*: Thbles 
wfll indude an average number 
of points per pupfl. 

A progress index is to be in- 
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troduced which will compare 
schools’ GCSE results with 
their scores in national tests for 
14 year olds and give an idea 
how well pupils progress. 

Ms Morris said: -That’s what 
we are looking fon no excuses, 
but solid, measurable im- 
provement between these two 
stages. 

“A points score will reward 
the hard work schools do with 
all pupils, so they will be under 
pressure to raise the achieve- 
ment of all pupils,” Ms Morris 
said. - 

Initially, the index will grade 
schools from A to Eon whether 
their GCSE results are above or 
below the average for schools 
achieving similar scores in the 
Key Stage Three test for 14 year 
olds. 

Ministers want to introduce 
even more sophisticated so- 
called value-added measures 


More information for parents 


The new school league tables indude several extra measures 
designed to give more information to parents. 

Main points indude: 

■ An A-levd-styie point score for GCSE exams, ranging from 
eight points for an A* grade to one point to a G. Schools will 
be measured on the average number of GCSE points gained by 
each pupfl. Vocational GNVQs wfll aiso-be included in the points 

■ A School Progress Measure, £vfngeach school a mark from 
A to E. The grades will show how well schools performed at 
GCSE compared with their results in national tests for H-year- 
olds. 

The new table wfll show parents whether the GCSE results are 
better or worse than the average for schools getting the same 
results in the national curriculum tests. 

■ Points scores for A-levei standard advanced GNVQs, and a 
new points measure induding both A-ievels and GNVQs. 

■ A measure showing die number of pupils with spedal needs 
getting Certificates of Achievement, a qualification designed for 
chose who cannot cope with GCSEs. 

■All the current measures, induding the number of pupils get- 
ting five or more good GCSEs, truancy races, and convention- 
al A4evd point scores, will remain. 
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which track individual pupils us 
early as nest year. A pilot will 
be launched in 200 schools this 

year. . 

The changes also include 
new A-level points scores, 
bringing in vocational GN VQs. 
and a separate tiiMe for children 
with special needs. 

Doug McAvoy. general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “These changes 
are a move in the right thretsion, 
though they still fail to take ac- 
count of the many factors ex- 
ternal to a school which will 
impact on achievement.” 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the National Association 
of Head Tfeachers, said: “It is 
critical that the performance of 
secondary schools is judged 
across the entire ability range, 
otherwise the least able pupils, 
who the Government wishes to 
assist most, suffer a grave in- 
justice.” 

But Nigel de Gruchy, gen- 
eral secretary of second largest 
teaching union, the NASUWT 
warned: -The whole bureau- 
cracy involved in tbc business 
fills me with horror. On no ac- 
count must classroom teachers 
be drawn into the business.” 
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rtrwtffcm for pimrts 


Doctors 
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in 


over body! 
searches 


By Fran Abrams 

fotteaJ Corres pondent 

DOCTORS who are refusing to 
cany out intimate body search- 
es on criminal suspects without 
their consent are to meet min- 
isters to discuss their concerns. 

Although Home Office 
guidance says doctors can car- 
ry out the searches with im- 
punity, the medical profession 
has taken a different line. 

Doctors believe that if they- 

cany out the searches for drugs 

or weapons without consent 
^ they could be found guilty of se- 
w rious profe ssional misconduct or 
even convicted of indedent as- 
sault 

Guidance to members of 
the British Medical Association 
suggests that not only should 
they refuse to carry out search- 
es without consent, but that a 
detainee’s consent may be sus- 
pect because a refusal can be 
seen as inc riminating 

“Doctors who feel in con- 
science bound to participate in 
such procedures should take 
note that they are personally re- 
sponsible for the decisions they 
take," the BMA warns. 

Last night a BMA spokes- 
woman said doctors who were 
asked to carry out searches 
H were often forced into “inter- 
esting'’ conversations with sus- 
pects. They had to say they 
would not touch the detainee 
without consent while at the 
same time suggesting a search 
by a police officer would be 
much less pleasant, sbe said. 

“In most cases for die patient 
it would be better for it to be 
done by a qualified medical 


practitioner. But the ethics of 
it are quite dear - to conduct 
a search without consent is as- 
sault,” she said. 

Searches for drugs most be 
carried out in a hospital or 
surgery, while searches for 
weapons can take place in a po- 
lice station. Drugs searches ii 
particular are delicate opera 
dons because if heroin is swal- 
lowed in a condom winch then 
splits there is a ri^c that the sus- 
pect may die of an overdose. 

Dr Michael Kni g ht , Hon- 
orary Secretary of the Associ- 
ation of Police Surgeons, said 
that although 132 intimate 
searches were carried out in 
1996, the last year for which fig 
ures were available, far more 
would have been done if con- 
sent had not been an issue. 

He suggested that one solu- 
tion might be taking urine sam- 
ples without consent - 
procedure which would not re- 
quire the presence of a doctor. 
However, the situation had 
reached “a classic impasse.” 

“I don’t see any way forward. 
This isat a theoretical business, 
it’s a real business and I think 
any doctor or nurse who went 
against these guidelines would 
be running a grave risk,” be said. 

• The BMA’s guidelines to 
doctors say that searches should 
preferably be carried out by a. 
police surgeon. If one is not 
available another doctor, a reg- 
istered midwife or a registered 
nurse should besought in that 
order. 

. Anthorisaiionmustbemade 
by an officer of at least the rank 
of superintendent, and should 
normally be made in writing. 
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Actress’s 


novel 


appearance 


OSCAR nominee Helena Bon- 


ham Carter, decked out in a 


Victorian period costume, pos- 
es for the photographer Annie 


Leibovitz at the Freud Museum 


in Hampstead, north London. 


The 31-year-old actress who 


has starred in U films, including 
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, has 


won an Oscar nomination for 


her latest film role, as Kate 


Cray in lain Softley’s adaptation 
of Henry James's novel The 


Wings of the Dove. 


Bonham Carter in this photo- 


graph — The Victorian — which 
appears with a host of others 
taken by the celebrity photog- 


rapher and featuring in April’s 
“Hollywood 1998" edition of 
the magazine Vanity Fair. 


Cricket chief ‘appalled’ by sexism claims 


ENGLAND’S cricket chief to- 
day hit back ata former Lord’s 
receptionist who branded him 
a sexist and a bully, saying he 
was “saddened and appalled” by 
her. allegations. 

Thn Lamb, dntf executive of 
the English Cricket Board, dc- 
nied Lord’s had paid for There- 
sa Hamid to have an abortion. 

Miss HarrikL 32, rocked the 
upper edfolonsof Engfish eridc- 


et yesterday when she won an 

jn dngtrial trih nna! H aiming she 

had been dismissed after being 
forced to terminate her preg- 
nancy. 

.fr F-flmh said: “We are 
pretty appalled by what are 
scanepn^inntMallc^atiqm.” 
The former MkkBesac crick- 
eter denied all allegations made 
by Miss Harrild during the 
case, indudmg a claim that he 


had referred to women crick- 
eters as “dykes and lesbians”. 

He stressed that he was per- 
sonally working hard to pro- 
mote women in cricket. 

Speaking at Lord’s, he de- 
clined to reveal why Miss Har- 
rild had lost her job, but he said: 
“I would completely deny what 
she said. 

“My personal attitude to- 
wards hear situation was one of 


sympathy and understanding. 

“We thought we acted in an 
entirely appropriate manner 
and in good faith. There was ab- 
solutely no pressure put on 
Miss Harrild by senior man- 
agement here to terminate the 
pregnancy.” 

Thferobust response was un- 
dermined yesterday, however, 
when a second woman em- 
ployee at Lord’s alleged sex dis- 


crimination, “malicious” be- 
haviour by senior male staff and 
being sent pornographic 
e-mail, Marketing secretary 
Sarah Bladon told London’s 
Eveniig Standard: “I think I was 

expected to find it amusing , but 
I found it very offensive.” 

The secretary told tbe paper 
that she was shocked by the 
“malicious way” her employers 
had claimed Miss Harrild was 


sacked because of her inability 
to do her job and that she was 
unpopular with other staff. 

“1 realise that I have noth- 
ing to gam and everything to 
lose, but I feel I have to tell the 
truth about what has hap- 
pened." 

A spokesman for Lonfe de- 
nied there had been any “un- 
toward behaviour” towards 
Sarah Bladon. 


VOLVO 
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AH In a name: Paul Hamlyn (left) had hoped to give his name to the new South Bank, thus joining illustrious donors In Britain such as Sir John Moores and Baron Salnsbury 

South Bank philanthropist trips up in his quest for immortality 

- Henry late, the sugar magnate the American charity scene for ed people to know about their altruistic that they do not want shun publicity. Jankx Blackhum, 

who funded the London gallery a Modem Tones documentaiY gifts “It’s a verv interesting nhe- their name used." who yesterday won an award 


By Louise Jury 

THE publishing tycoon Lord 
Hamlyn was set for fame in pos- 
terity. The South Bank arts 
complex in Loudon would have 
been renamed the Paul Ham- 
lyn Centre, had not the Arts 
Council this week scuppered a 
planned refurbishment which 
Lord Hamlyn pledged to sup- 
port with £17m. 

The millionaire • philan- 
thropist would have joined 


Henry late, the sugar magnate 
who funded the London gallery 
in bis name, and Lord Salis- 
bury, who paid for the exten- 
sion to the National Gallery, in 
becoming a feature oa the 
artistic landscape. 

The re- naming would also 
have confirmed a trend well- 
established in the United States 
where donations to good caus- 
es buy status and, for the most 
generous donors, immortality. 

Mark Phillips, who explored 


the American charity scene for 
a Modem Tones documentary 
programme. The Generous 
Rich, to be broadcast later this 
month, said: In New Yark, phO- 
anthropy is a means to dimh 
socially. People are loathe to 
admit it, but it’s dear." 

Colin Tweedy, director of 
the Association for Bush ess 
Sponsorship of the Arts, said 
the situation in Britain dif- 
fered foam America but British 
benefactors increasingly want- 


ed people to know abou t their 
gifts. “It's a very interesting j*e- 
nomeaon. We’re getting more 
and more of it. As the state’s 
role is reduced, corporates and 
individuals axe becoming more 
important,” he said. 

U A lot of the great givers in 
Britain were - or are - Jewish 
and the Jewish philosophy is 
that the best gift is an anony- 
mous gift However, most 
h uman beings want immortal- 
ity. Very few individuals are so 


their name used." who yesterday won an award 

So there is now the Rupert sponsored by Monthonc hon- 

mmmiinim. nnrini? individual natrons of 


Murdoch chair of communica- 
tions at Worcester College, 
Oxford, Sir John Moores Uni- 
versity in Liverpool and the 
Sainsbury wing of the Nation- 
al Galleiy. But Mr TWeedy said 
that was not new. Balliol Col- 
lege in Oxford was founded in 
1263 by the widow of John de 
Balliol. 

Yet there are those who 


ouring individual patrons of 
the arts, said she and her hus- 
band. David, a property devel- 
oper. did not want anything 
named after them. "It’s the 
work that interests me," she said. 

They set up annual lectures 
for young people by design in- 
novators such as Issey Miyake, 
and funded matinees for school 
children at the Royal Opera. 





Pill scare 
led to rise 
in pregnant 
under- 16 s . 





By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affeirs Correspondent 

FAMILY planning campaigners 
warned yesterday that the ram- 
ifications of the health scare in 
1995 over some brands of the 
contraceptive Fill were still un- 
folding, as it was revealed that 
the number of underage preg- 
, nancies was the highest for 
!|kmore than a decamp- «i 
... Figures from the Office for 
National Statistics sbbwtbatthe 
conception rate among girls 
aged 13 to 15 rose by 11 percenr 
between 1995 and 1996. It is the 
third year in a row that there has 
been such a rise. 

In 1996, 8,800 girls under 16 
years of age became pregnan t, 
the highest number since 1985 
when there were 9,406 under- 
age pregnancies. The concep- 
tion rate among this age group 
in 1996 was 9.4 per 1,000 girls, 
11 per cent higher than the 1995 
rare of 8.5 per 1,000. 

The Government is cur- 
rently looking at ways to tack- 
le the number of under-age 
pregnancies in Britain. A na- 
tional programme is expected to 
be launched next May. 

The. Family Planning Asso- 
ciation -said that it was con- 
cerned by the figures and 
blamed the increase in part on 
the Pill scare of October 1995. 
As a result of health fears, 
young gMamay have delayed us- 
ing contraception despite be- 
coming sexually active. 

Anne Weyman. chief exec- 
utive of the FPA, said: “We urge 
the speedy implementation of 
a national policy which will 
guarantee good information . 
and advice foryoung people to 
help them make informed 
choices.” - 

- And Ann Furedi of the Birth 
Control "Bust added: “The POJ 
scare seriously undermined 


women's confidence in hor- 
. monal methods of contracep- 
tion. The Pill was damaged m 
the eyes of young women and 
they saw it as less desirable to 
start on it. Whether or not they 
sought alternative methods of 
contraception we don't know, 
but the advantage of hormon- 
al methods of contraception is 
that you don’t have to think a 
about: it at the time." W 

Yesterday’s figures show that 
52 per cent of girls under 16 who 
become pregnant have an abor- 
tion. The total number of preg- 
nancies among girls under 16 
dropped from an all-time high 
in 1985 of 9,406 to 7243 in 1993. 

The overall conception rate 
among women aged 15 to 44 in- 
creased slightly between 1995 
and 1996 from 74 to 76 per 
1 , 000 . 

There are dear regional dif- 
ferences in the rates of teenage 
pregnancies. In 1994-96, the de- 
prived south London district of 
Lambeth, Southwark and 
Lewisham had the highest con- 
ception rate among under- 16 s Ar 
to England and Wiles -17.6 per 

L000 - while the East Surrey 
health authority area had the 
lowest rate of 3.5 among this age 
group. 

One of the initiatives to 
tackle underage pregnandes 
favoured by public health min- 
ister Tessa Joweil is to encour- 
JP Menage boys to talk about 
the emotional as well as physi- 
cal aspects of relationships. 

Focus groups designed to 
look at the issue, involving 
young people, parents and 
teachers, will be set up in the 
spring. 

“There is a role for parents 
and for teachers," Ms Joweil 
said- “Having sex at 12 or 13 
fpbs you of your childhood and 
it is the job of parents and icadt- 
ers to safeguard a childhood." 
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Officers in exile plot Saddam’s fall 


B y Patrick Cockbum 

SENIOR Iraqi army officers 
who have fled Iraq ^ recenl 
yoare plan to set up their own 
“Jdjlary organisation to over- 
throw President Saddam Hus-’ 
sein. The move comes because 
Jhey are frustrated by the help- 

... . T 


Iniqi political opposition. 

“Army officers outside Iraq 
know those inside and stflj m the 
antiy.” says General ttfefiq al- 
Samaira'i, the former head of 
Iraqi mfliiary intelligence, who 
escaped from Baghdad in 1994 . 

U A military organisation 
should be set up in northern 
Iraq [Iraqi Kurdistan where 
there are no Iraqi troops) or in 
a neighbouring Arab country." 

The move is relevant because 
of greatly increased support for 
the Iraqi opposition from the 
Republiran majority in the US 
Congress, who see the defusing 
of the crisis over the inspection 
of Iraqi weapons of mare de- 
struction as a defeat for Amer- 
ica. They have added $38m 
(£24m) for opponents of Pres- 
ident Saddam to the US State 
Department authorisation bilL 

General Samana’i helped 
organise a small opposition 
anny under the aegis of the Iraqi 
National Congress, an opposi- 
tion umbrella group, which in 
1995 tried to* overthrow Presi- 
dent Saddam through armed 
attacks aimed at fomenting mu- 
tinies and defections within the 
Iraqi army. He told The Inde- 
pendent: “The political opposi- 
tion is helpless because they axe 
divided.” 

Ironically, American sup- 
port for Iraqi opposition groups 
is increasing just as their abil- 
ity to overthrow the Iraqi gov- 
ernment is on the decline. 
Although the US Congress is 
likely to allocate hinds for their 
support, they no longer have 
any true safe havens in Kur- 
distan or in the Marshes of 
Southern Iraq. 

The head of the Iraqi 
Mukhabarat security police was 
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received by Kurdish leaders in 
ArbQ and Sulaymainyah, their 
main d ties, in January. 

General Samarra’i admits 
that the chances of a success- 
ful OOUp d'e ta / w ere ifimimsfrii-ri 
by the agreement brokered by 
Kofi Annan, the United Na- 
tions Secretary-General, with 
President Saddam. He believes 
that some Iraqi generals would 
have moved against the regime 
if US and British air strikes had 
occuired in February. 

He says the Iraqi leader 
will move quickly to improve his 
relations with Arab govern- 
ments in Egypt, Syria and the 
United Arab Emirates. He 
does not think that President 
Saddam will give up his 
weapons of mass destruction, 
not least because they played a 


key role in the defeat of Iran by 
Iraq in the eight-year-long fan. 
Iraq war. 

General Samaoa’i, who then ' 
headed Iraqi military. inteUir 
gence against Iran, paints a 
chilling picture of President 
Saddam’s use of chemical 
weapons, culminating in a plan 
to put chemical warheads on 
missiles fired at Tfehran, the 
Iranian capital, in 1988. He 
says the Iraqi leaderwas worded 
that poison gas, being heavier 
than air, would keep krwand lra- 
nians wOuld be able to survive 
by s ealing doors and windows 
and getting into high buildings. 

The plan devised by Iraqi 
military staff officers was first 
to send in Iraqi fighter-bombers 
to strike at Tfehrao. General 
Samarra’i says: “They planned 


to bombard the city with bombs 
which would break all the glass 
in the windows. This would al- 
low the gas to spread." 

At Halabja, a Kurdish dty in 
Iraq, some 7,000 Kurds were 
killed by ^raqi poison gas in 1988 
and those that survived contin- 
ue to suffer genetic defects. 

Other Iraqi observers be- 
lieve that President Saddam's 
determination to keep some 
chemical and biological weap- 
ons comes from their success- 
fill use against Iran. One, who 
was in touch with the I ranian 
leadership in 1988, says Iraq 
sent a private message to them 
saying that it might put chem- 
ical warheads on its missiles. He 
says this was a si gnifican t rea- 
son why Iran sued for peace. 

The general says that Iraq 
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estimated Iran suffered 90,000 
casualties from chemical weap- 
ons in the war. Iran says that the 
figure is 50,000, of whom lOper 
cent died. This excludes the 

Knrdish ci vilians trilled at Ha- 
labja. A UN mission of in- 
quiry, which visited Iran and 
Iraq at the time, put the blame 
on both sides, though it did not 
visit Halabja. Western criti- 
cism of the use of poison gas 
against Iranians was muted. 

Currently General Samarral 
says that Iraq h^ about 40 mis- 
siles left He says a UN figure 
of two or three is based on the 
number delivered by the Sovi- 
et Union before the Gulf War, 
but there are others which 
were made out of Soviet spare 
parts or which were largely 
manufactured in Iraq itself. 


Two ddes; A protester 
holding a poster of 
Saddam Hussein 
In a demonstration 
against linked Nations 
sanctions outside the 
UN Development 
Program headquarters 
in Baghdad ye ste rd a y. 
Above, General VSfafiq 
al-Samarra!i, who 
escaped from Baghdad 
in 1994 and advocates 
mlRtary action against 
the President 

Photograph: AP 


He says they are accurate only 
to within some three kilometres, 
but this does not matter in the 
case of chemical or biological 
warheads. He believes that 
there are about 100 cases of bi- 
ological weapons which could 
be put in warheads. 

Between 1986 and 1989 
General Samarra’i was the chief 
military contact between the 
CIA in the US Embassy in 
Baghdad and the Iraqi Army. 
He says he met with the CIA 
once or twice a week to be 
shown US satellite pictures of 
Iranian positions and more- 
detailed maps based on the 

pictures showing US analysis of 

what they represented. In 1989 
President Saddam, after the 
defeat of Iran, ordered that con- 
tacts with the CIA cease. 



Right-wing 
fury at Israel’s 
TV history 


By Eric Sflw 

in Jerusalem 

ISRAELS public service tele- 
vision is fighting off angry 
de mand s from right-wing min- 
isters and MPs to pull a critical 
22-part series on the first 50 
years of the Jewish state. 

The series, Tkumoh (“Re- 
birth”), has shone a harsh light 
on Israelis treatment of its Arab 
minority and its oriental Jewish 
immigrants in -the 11 episodes 
screened so for. A surprise hit 
with Israelis, it mercilessly 
showed how national heroes 
such as Gdlda Meir and Moshe 
Dayan squandered the oppor- 
tunity for peace in the years be- 
tween the 1967 and 1973 wars. 

A programme to be screen- 
ed next month will depict what 
Israelis caD “terror" and the 
Palestinians “aimed struggle" 
from both sides of the barri- 
cade, using footage from PLO 
archives captured during the 
1982 invasion of Lebanon, as 
well as interviews with Israeli 
victims and fighters. 

Yehoram Gaori, a popular 
actor and singer -who intro- 
duced each episode, sparked the 
row by resigning from the series. 

Limor Livriat, the Likud 
Communications Minister, de- 
manded that the broadcasting 
authori ty take it off the air im- 
mediately and urged the Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
to intervene. “I don’t know any 
normal nation that would pre- 
sent the other side's position so 
favourably," she said. “That ... 


has caused severe damage to the 
state oflsraeL" 

Hanan Porat, a settler MR 
called on Tkumoh' s producers 
to make a second series from a 
“national" perspective. Moshe 
Peled, the Deputy Education 
Minister, aooised the docu- 
mentary makers of presenting 
half-truths in the guise of history. 

The authority rejected these 
strictures, though it will follow 
the more controversial episodes 
with a live debate. One veter- 
an broadcaster said privately: 
“We have grown up. We’re no 
longer living in the days when 
the news was controlled from 
the prime minister’s office.” 

Spokesman Zvi Udar told 
The Independent. “We knew we 
were picking at open wounds. 
But each programme was made 
with the help of ... historians 
. representing different political 
.views and different approaches 
to history.” 

Ronit Wa^Berirowhz, who 
directed the episode on armed 
struggle, defended her treat- 
ment. “At times the film adopt- 
ed the other side's point of view 
and those are pictures we are 
not used to seeing," she said. 
“Goe of the objectives was to 
understand that blood was spilt 
on the other side as well" 

Dan Pape, a historian at the 
umveasity of Haifa who has chal- 
lenged the ZkmistverskHi of the 
Israeli state's formative years, 
said Tfaimafr was a sign that such 
criticism had become legiti- 
mate. “It will be more difficult 
to limit the debate now” he said. 


Nuclear spy moved from solitary 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel has decided to release the spy 
Mordechai'Vammu from solitary confinement and move him 
into a ceil with other prisoners, his lawyer said yesterday. 

Avigdor Feldman also said there wa$ a possibility that \&- 
□mm would be released once he has completed two-thirds of 
his 18-year sentence next month. A former technician at Is- 
raeTs nuclear reactor in Dimooa, Vanmm, 43, gave photographs 
of fire plant to the Sunday Times. Based on the information, 
experts said that Israel has the world’s sfxth-largest arsenal 
of nuclear weapons. He has been held in isolation since 1986. 

A formal announcement concerning Vanunu’s move out 
Of solitary was expected by the end of the week, ahead of a 
Supreme Court hearing on the case: Mr Feldman said the 

government apparently changed its position, in part, because 
of international pressure. 
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Rogues and ruffians bid to lead 


. „ Suharto 

Filipinos arm y 


Stephen Vines reports as voters face 
an uphill struggle to choose a president 



PICKING their way through a 
crowded field of mad. bad and 
frankly unlikely ranrfirfaras, Fil- 
ipino voters are hardly spoiled 
for choice in the forthcoming 
presidential election. 

They may well opt for a 
hard-drinking, womanising 
gambler, or possibly a candidate 
often portrayed as barmy. 
There’s also a "Dirty Harry- 
type’' police chief, a former tele- 
vision reader who describes 
herself as "Princess Diana in- 
carnate”, and, as ever, the 
world's most famous shoe 
hoarder, Imelda Marcos. 

The field is so devoid of 
candidates showing the slight- 
est interest in polity or in- 
tegrity that the big money has 
been reluctantly dumped on 
Jose de Venecia, the almost ag- 
gressively uninspiring Speaker 
of the House of Representatives 
and choice of the outgoing 
President, Fidel Ramos. Mr de 
Venecia is the epitome of the 
old-style wheeler dealer politi- 
cian and fixer. 

But, and this is important, he 
is not a well-known drunk, 
nor would he be likely to turn 
up at official functions with a 
mistress. 

The same cannot be said for 
the front runner in the cam- 
paign, Joseph “Erap" Estrada. 
He s bemused by President BQ] 
Clinton's “Zippergate” prob- 


lems, advising him to brazen it 
out This is certainly what Erap 
would do. He makes little se- 
cret of his roving eye and his 
mistresses. Neither is he much 
bothered if everyone knows 
about his love of gambling and 
whisky.' 

He has chosen Ronald Rea- 
gan as a role model, but the re- 
semblance does not appear to 
extend much btyond the fact 
that both are former actors. Al- 
though he is vice-president, he 
is barely on speaking terms with 
President Ramos. The Presi- 
dent frets that Mr Estrada can- 
not be trusted to turn up at 
meetings on time or to pay the 
slightest attention once he gets 
there. 

However, an adoring public 
seems to be little bothered 
with the concerns of Mr 
Ramos. They stiQ see Mr Estra- 
da as the movie idol who, with 
guns blazing, would burst onto 
the silver screen fighting for the 
downtrodden against the rich 
and powerful His nickname, 
Erap, is a play on words with 
the Tagalog word, pan, mean- 
ing friend or buddy. The wide- ■ 
girthed Erap, with his 
slicked-backhair, is everyone's 
buddy. 

Although F-rap is flhpari in 

the polls, the campaign prop- 
er has only just begun, and vot- 
ing does not take {dace until 1 1 








Well met: Jose de Venecia (above left) shaking hands with fellow candidate and former : 
first lady, holding a fish she bou^it while campaigning at a Manila market 


i idol, Joseph ‘Erap’ Estrada, and Imelda Marcos, former 
Photographs: Pbpperfooo and Erik de Castro/Reuters 


May. This gives Mr de Venecia 
time to mobilise his mighty 
party machine, collect sacks of 
money from the big tycoons in 
the Makarti business district 
and hit the road with his at- 
tractive r unning mate Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo, who spends 
a great deal of time on the cam- 
paign trail belting out popular 
songs with her husband. 

Her father was a President 
but, perhaps, an equally strong 
claim to fame comes from be- 
ing a classmate of President 


Clinton, who, so she says, often 
walked her home. 

In die last presidential elec- 
don, Fidel Rambs was given a 
strong run for his money by 
Miriam Defensor-$antiago. 
She is not Imown for her reti- 
cence. Opponents can expect to 
be described as “fungus faced”, 
at best, and “crooks”, at worst 
. Her enemies, a large and 
■varied group, cast doubt on her 
sanity but as she mounts the 
campaign platform to the 
strains of the “Star Wars” 


theme, she woos the crowds 
with declarations of the war she 
has declared oq vested interests. 

Less ebullient is Senator 
Juan Ponce Enrile, like FIdeJ 
Ramos, once a close asstviarp. 
of the deposed autocrat Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, who rapidly be- 
came a hero of the People's 
Power revolution once it was 
dear that Marcos was on the 
way out. Now aged 74, he can- 
not really sing or dance but he 
does have a great deal of mon- 
ey and some very influential 


friends.. Why the senator is 

standing fa sompthnig nf a mys- 

tety, but he hates to fed left out 
That, presumably, is why 
Imelda Marcos, wife of the 
lafo Ferdinand, has thrown her 
hat mto the ring, yet again. 

The courts are realty to put 
hex in jail lfac plu ndering the n a- 
tion's coffexs bui foe' legal sys- 
tem in the PM^pioes works in 
mysterious ways so £e is free to 
take her fooe collection around 
the cou&tiy, pansfog at regular 
intervals to give an emotional 


rending of “Dahil Sa Iyo”, 
meaning: "because of you”. 

Amando Doronfla, one of 
the Philippines’ best-known 
political commentators, says, 
"never has been there been an 
election so bankrupt of politi- 
cal ideas and so dominated by 
personalities” 

Exactly foe same was said 
about the last presidential elec- 
tion yet it yielded the adminis- 
tration of Fidel Ramos who is 
widely regarded to have been 
not a bad president. 


warns 

student 

rioters 

By Richard Uoyd Panry ■ 


in Yovyakarta 


INDONESIAN students Anight 
with police further campus 

Suharto yesterday, while the 
commander of the aimed liras 
warned that the army would act 
against protesters who engage in 
“destructive ads". 

H Abri [the Indonesian armed 
forces] dearly insists that such 
activities should be controlled 
and not be directed to un- 
healthy and disorderly acts," 
General Wiranto told reporters 
at the defence department in 
Jakarta. “If their actions an: de- 
structive, then ... they baw to 
face the legal apparatus, which 
indudes the armed forces." 

Campus demonstrations 
have taken place all over In- 
donesia throughout the li-day 
meeting of the People's Con- 
sultative Assembly (MPR) 
which re-elected President 
Suharto for a seventh consec- 
utive term on Wednesday. 

Yesterday, small and peace- 
ful protests took place for the 
second day running in Jakarta 
and Yogyakarta in Java. But m 
Surabaya, Indonesia's second 
city, a dozen students were in- 
jured in fights with police, four 
of them seriously. 

Indonesia is suffering from 
drought and an economic cri- 
sis which has seen the value of 
the rupiah drop by more than 
two-thirds. “We are. in a mon- 
etary, economic and confidence 
crisis that will be difficult to get 
out of." President Suharto ad- 
mitted yesterday. “It is no ex- 
aggeration to say that (he 
development success we have 
achieved in the past 30 years 
seems to have been destroyed 
suddenly by this crisis.” 
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THE MAREA. A FIAT THAT'S BIGGER THAN YOU'D THINK 


Just one look at the Marea’s photogenic curves 
speaks volumes. Especially in terms of cubic feet 
Like oil Fiats, class-leading design means it’s 
extremely roomy for its size. But the Marea is 
surprisingly big on the outside too. 

Big enough to give you all the comfort 
you'll need to make a long haul seem like a 


short hop. And just In' case anyone gets even 
the slightest bit restless on their journey, 
we've added a height adjustable driver's seat, 
power steering and an RDS stereo cassette 
as standard. 

Spoiting our drivers doesn’t stop there. 
The Marea offers a huge choice of engines 


from the frugal 1.6 16v to the smooth, brawny 
5 cylinder, 2 litre 20v. There’s even a choice of 
superb turbo diesels. 

There’s less choosing to be done when It 
comes to advanced safety features. A driveris airbag, 
a rigid safety cell, reinforced crumple zones, a 
third brake light and side impact bars come as 


standard on every Marea. Further peace of mind 
eon be found with an on the road price starting at 

£12,699* and 0% finance available over 3 years 
with a 35% deposit? 

Just call 0800 71 7000, hp*^ * 

or visit your local Fiat dealer for ^ 

but be prepared to get core than you banned for 



FIAT MAREA 


DRIVEN BY passion BBBB 
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By Mary Dejevslcy 

in Washington 


MONICA LEWINSKY, the 
former White House trainee 
who may or nay not have had 
an affair with President Bill 
£ Clinton and been prevailed 

upon to lie about h, is suing her 

one-time colleague and confi- 
dante, Linda Tripp, for violat- 
ing bcr privacy, according to hex 
lawyer, Wflliam Ginsbuig. 

TTie disclosure, made by the 
publicity conscious lawyer in an 
interview with the doyen of 
United States television talk- 
show hosts, CNN’s Larry King, 
brought back to centre stage the 
question of Ms Tripp's secret- 
ly recorded tapes. 

{With both Ms Lewinsky and 
Mr Clinton denying unde r oath 
that they had a sexual relation- 
ship, the tapes are so far the only 
^ evidence to the contrary. In 
“ more than 30 hours of talk, Ms 
Lewinsky apprises her friend of 
intimate details relating to what 
she says was an 18-month affair 
with the President. 

She reportedBy teDs Ms Tripp, 
a former member of the White 
House staff who now works for 
the Pentagon, about presents she 
received from Mr Clinton, tiysts 
in the Oval Office, her prowess 
in performing oral sex, her un- 
happiness on being transferred 
to the Pentagon and her disap- 
pointment when the relationship 



A friendship betrayed: 
Lewinsky (top) and Tripp 

ended. The tapes were played 
this week for the benefit of the 
grand jury hearing testimony in 
the Lewinsky case. 

The route by winch tbe tapes 
emerged as legal evidence is one 
ofthemostcontixweisi&laspects 
of the saga. Ms Tripp is said to 
have taken them personally to 
the independent prosecutor, . 
Kenneth Start, who was then in- 
vestigating the Clintons' in- 
volvement in the Whitewater 


land deal in Arkansas. After 
bearing them, he received per- 
misskm toadend his inquiry to 
encompass the allegation that 
, Mr CSnton may have perjured 
himsetflydeny^anafEaffwi* 
' Afe Lewinsky .and inducing her 

■ tOdetiyiL . 

MrStarr then helped. Ms 

■ Trippto>e “wired, up" by the 
RdexdJBareatirf 

to record a further conversa- 
tion; It was at the endbflhis 
clandestine, recording session 
that Ms Trap’s stratagem was. 
exposed and a distressed Ms 
Lewinsky was confronted with 
the contradiction between her 
sworn denial and what die told 
her friend on tape. 

Ms Tripp, from whom little 
had been heard until yesterday 
when she gave an interview to 
the newspaper USA Today says 
she wanted people to know the 
truth about the Cfinton White 
House. But she has become a 
figure of popular op pr o brium for 
betraying the trust of her friend. 
A resident of Maryland, she 
could also face legal charges be- 
cause clandestine recording is a 
crime in that state. She also ap- 
pears to be encountering diffi- 
culties at work, claiming to have 
been deprived of some of her du- 
ties. A Pentagon spokesman 
denied her title or $80,000-phts 
'(£50,000)- salary would change 
and said there was no move to 
end her employment. 
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Bare essentials: Models posing in Mfan for People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (Pteta) in the first 
“Rather Go Naked Than Use iV campaign aimed at men, fashion^ latest target Photograph: Antoni Cafannl 
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US aircrew 
blamed for 
20 deaths 


AVIANO (Reuters) -The USmilhaiy |gj 
terday blamed the crew of a Marine Com 
jet for the deaths of 20 people in a raifl| 

car tragedy in Italy and said the men mijjrhl 
be court-in artiaUed on manslaughter^# 
- homicide charges. 

Major General Michael DeLcmg, 
Marines Corp deputy commander in lbe 
Atlantic, told a news conference at the US 
airbase in Aviano, north-east Italy, that “air- 
crew error” bad caused the plane to shear 
cable-car wires and send tbe car plunging 
into a mountain. 

Gen DeLong’s report said the crew of 
the EA-6B Prowler sarvedUance aircraft, “ag- 
gressively manoeuvred their aircraft, ex- 
ceeded the maximum air speed and flew 
well below 1,000 feet” on a training mis- 
sion on 3 February. 

Lieutenant-General Peter Pace, com- 
mander of US Marine forces in the Atlantic, 
said he had ordered a pre-trial investiga- 
tion into the crew and an investigation of 
all other officers involved in the mission 
in the Dolomites mountains. 

The crew inquiry would consider 
“whether charges such as involuntary 
manslaughter or negligent homicide, dam- 
age to private and government property and 
dereliction of duty should be referred to 
a general court martial.'’ he said. 

Italian prosecutors are also investigat- 
ing the incident in which the victims, 
crushed below the mangled wreckage of the 
car in the resort of Gxvalese, died instantly. 

Gen DeLong said Marine Corps in- 
vestigators had not been able to question 
the “mishap crew" members . The men had 
declined to answer questions. “Wb have not 
been able to interview the air crew so we 
have no idea what they thought or what they 
were thinking .” he said. 


Rising number of US Muslims threatens to displace Jewish lobby 






By Mary Degevsky 

IN LITTLE more than a 
decade, the number of Muslims 
in the United States is set to 
overtake the number of Jews, 
in a shift that has far-reaching 
implications for America’s do- 
mestic and foreign policy. 

By 2010, it is estimated that 
the US Muslim population 
which has risen from an esfi- 
.jymated 0.4 per cent of thejpop^*-' 
-ulation to almost 1.4 per cant-. 
today - will pass the dedimng 


number of Jews. The 1997 Bri- 
tonmea Book of the Tfear gives 
only proportions, saying Jews, 
who accounted for 33 per cent 
of the population m the mid^Sew 
enties, win account for only 2per 
cent in. 2000. By 201Q, it projects* 
the proportion of Muslims and 
Jews win have switched. 

Figures obtained from Jew- 
ish and Muslim organisations, 
however^ suggest Jhe crossing 
point' may already have been, 
•resfcbed. ’Rteygiv^^Smilar fig-’ 
ureirfor their current numbers' 


- about 6 million each. The US 
Census Bureau does not record 
statistics by religion or culture. 
But what is incontestable, is that 
in pnrely.numerical terms the 
. position of Jews and Muslims 
is being reversed. 

The increase in Muslim 
numbers reflects partly immi- 
gration from the Indian sub- 
continent and north- Africa in 
the Sixti^and Seventies, but 
‘'also the decelerating. xikte of-. 
' .rodversfaby^^ 

Converts are estimated to ac- 


count for half the present num- 
ber of Muslims and the num- 
ber rf converts b increasing fast 
If it were just a matter of 
numbers, the effect of this shift 
might be limited. Hie promi- 
nence of American Jews has 
long enabled them to punch 
above their weight in politics 
and business. But the M uslims 
are catching up. The growing in- 
fluence of US Muslims is re- 
ported in this week's Newsweek 
magazine, whof±i stresses the vi- ■ 
talityofwbat it calls the “new 


Islam” - an Americanised 
blend of the -strands of Mam 
which has little truck with re- 
strictions on women. “The US 
is arguably the best place on 
earth to be Muslim,” tbe report 
says. “Multicultural democra- 
cy, with its guarantees of reli- 
gious freedom and speech, 
makes life easier for Muslims 
than in many Islamic states in 
the Middle East” - 

It says MusHms are emerg- 
ing m the professions and as a 
cohesive voting bloc. US Mus- 


lims, it concludes, may become 
a force to be reckoned with. 

The demographic trend has 
not gone unnoticed by tbe 
White House. At the end of Ra- 
madan, the President sent a 
message to the Islamic coun- 
tries and American Muslims, 
and Hillary Clinton hosted a 
party for Muslim women. 

It is in foreign priorities 
where .foe demograpbic shift 
may be feit most keenly- Al- 
rehdy, the coolness betweenls- 
rael’s present government and 


Washington has clipped .US 
wings in the Middle East It has 
also provoked divisions among 
American Jews about how 
Washington should proceed . 

But while policy differences 
and declining numbers may 
weaken the celebrated “Jewish 
lobby”, there is as yet no Mamie 
lobby to challenge for more in- 
fluence. And Washington, still 
caught in the. thicket of past 
hostilities with Iraq, Iran, and 
Libyan is Adding it lard to con- 
template a change of direction. 


Within the decade, however, it 
may not be thirst for Middle 
East 03 that pushes Washing- 
ton to treat with Arabs, but a 
wealthy, vocal and streamlined 
lobby right in its midst. 

■ Chicago (Reuters) — The 
number of anti-Semitic inci- 
dents in the US has dropped for 
the third consecutive year last 
year, the Anti-Defamation 
League reported. In 1997 there 
were 1,571 cases, resulting in 78 
arrests. A record 2,066- cases 
were reported in 1994. 
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plus £250 WORTH 
OF HOLIDAY VOUCHERS FREE* 



(NOW THAT'S WHAT YOU CALL 
A TASTY OFFER) 

A. f-I every single kitchen is designed not only to loot stunningly beautiful, it’s built to 

lie eveiything life can throw at it And right now there’s a fimusuc 40% off most Magnet 
kitchen and bedroom cabinets, well even give you ES0 worth of holiday voucher, absolutely 
frce There are some great offers on 0 — - and ’WbHpoal appliances too. We’ve also an 
nsive range of PVC-u windows, doors and conservatories. Simply call in at your local 
"“^^Tootn and find out why all Magnet products are designed for living and built for life. 
Ymlife With over 200 store, nationwide there’s bound tn be a Magnet showroom near you. 
Tel phone 0800 192 192 for derails ofyonr nearest store. Remember to quote code IND24E. 

Magnet 



& 


BUILT FOR. LIFE 
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PERSONAL LOANS 



With a Goldfish personal loan you could save up to £666 

Goldfish loans are available for up to £10,000. And on a £10,000 
Goldfish loan, with 48 monthly repayments, you could save up to £666 
compared with the lenders shown below. 

What's more, as interest rates are fixed, your monthly repayments will 
never increase. 

No security required. No arrangement fee. 

Typical example: 


mmm 

mm 





1 2JJ% 

'£264.51 

£12,696.48 



13.8% 

£268-33 

£12,879.84 

.- -£i 83.36 


15 . 9 % 

£278.40 

£13,363.20 

. £666.72 

*&i^CfedSt-- j 

15.9% 

£277.93 

£13,340.64 

-£644.16 f . 


ttota mb amt *t a ICfitfW- Tlii fitw WBW M tor new eu*»Wft. £«#* euranK re* u tftgbte tor a dlnm otl 
If you are 24 or over, have a bank account and receive a regular annual income, 
we should be able to give you a decision while you wait 


To apply, or for an information 
pack, complete the coupon or call 
Goldfish personal loans today on: 


0800 122 177 


Goldfish" 


I would like more information on Goldfish personal loans 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

94006/072N 

Address 

Bastoodfi 

Telfinhnne nn 

Please return in an envelope to: Goldfish personal loans, FREEPOST NT 1231. Newcastle upon Tyne X, NE85 1BR 


19S7*taMn#mMcCccfc4NWi9M,iMnMiiMAm 4TD. LK. ifetFMMnEivitdra III 730 s 
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Danish 
PM clings 
to power 


DENMARK’S Social Democ- 
rat-led: government scored the 
narrowest of victories in 
Wednesday’s general elections 
- its one-seat majority served up 
by a few hundred waverers in 
Greenland, writes Imre Karacs. 

Confounding opinion polls 
which bad predicted a win for 
the opposition led by Uffe Elie- 
mann-Jensen, the outgoing ad- 
ministration’s expert handling 
of the economy was rewarded 
by the voters, but the extreme 
right made strong gains. 

“I want the present eco- 
nomic policy to continue," Prime 
Minister ftsil Nymp Rasmussen 
declared after his triumph. 
“There will be no slacke ning ." 

During Mr Rasmussen's 
tenure since 1995, unemployment 
has been nearly halved, to just 
over 7 per cent, the economy has 
experienced one of Europe’s 
best growth rates, and budget 
deficits turned into a surplus last 
year. Yet this boom has not pre- 
vented the rise of the racist 
Danish People’s Party, which 
scored more than 7 per cent and 
enters the political stage with 13 
MR; at its first attempt 


Turkey plays the spectre at feast for the new Europe 




V 


By Rupert Cornwell 

THE LEADERS of the 26 pre- 
sent and aspiring members of 
the European Union yesterday 
celebrated the impending 
launch of EU enlargement, 
only to find the Lavish affair 
dominated by TUrkey, the 
country that refused to attend 
the party. 

The first European Con- 
ference, two-and-a-half hours 
of choreographed confabula- 
tion cm eidier side of a state lun- 
cheon hosted by the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace, was above 
all symbolic, marking what the 
Commission President, Jacques 
San ter, called a “historic 
chance” to unite Europe for the 
first time in 500 years. 

But from the potential stum- 
bling block of Cyprus to the 
Conference’s one substantial 
decision, to step up co-opera- 
tion in the fig ht a gains t illegal 
drugs tr affickin g, the ghost of 
TUrkey, which refused to come 
after being excluded from even 
the second wave of candidate 
countries, dogged proceedings. 

An offer from Glavkos 
derides. President of the in- 
ternationally reoagnised Greek 
Cypriot republic, to include 
Turkish Cypriots in the team 


whkdi u scheduled to open ne- 
gotiations with Brussels at the 
end of this month, appeared 
framed to rejection, as it failed 
to meet Ankara’s demand for 
prior recognition of the Turk- 
ish Republic of North Cyprus, 
the statelet headed by Rauf 


will make another attempt to 
bridge the gap when they meet 
informally in Edinburgh today 
and tomorrow. But if they fail 
ip do so, Cyprus may turn into 
an obstacle that conceivably 
could wreck the entire en- 


agreement, accession talks 

should none the less start with 
the derides government. 
France, however, feels the ex- 
ercise would be pointless if the 
Turkish Cypriots were absent 
and an overall Cyprus settle- 
ment had not been achieved. 

But if the French have rtip.ir 
way and EU discussions with 
Cyprus are put on ice, then 
Greece might retaliate by 
blocking the start, of entry 
talks with the other five first- 
round candidates - Poland, 
Hungary, the Grech Republic, 
Estonia and Slovenia. Negoti- 
ations with Lithuania, Latvia, 
Slovakia, Bulgaria and Roma- 


nia will begin at a later un- 
specified date. 

The absence of TUrkey re- ■ 
moved much of the point of 
this drugs initiative by theEU, 
given that Turkey’s poatiou be- 
tween Asia and Europe makes 
it a key conduit for hard drugs 
like opium and heroin from fee 
Ear East and the former Sovi- 
et republics of central Asa. 

Having failed with every 
blandishment to lure the Thrk- 
ish Prime Minister, Mesnt Yil- 
maz, to yesterday’s summit, the 
EU can but hope Ankara swift- 
ly changes its mind. The invi- 
tation was “genuinely meant", 
Tony Blah insisted yesterday. 

The conference was a 
“great political occasion”, Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac told his 
colleagues, “I have only one re- 
gret, the absence of TUrkey. 
TUrkey has a place among us." 

But Mr Ydmaz seems to 
have decided otherwise, and 
blames Germany above all for 
the impasse, accusing it of in- 
sisting on a “Christian Eu- 
rope," in whkh it might acquire 
more “Lebensraum" to the 
East That reference to the Nazi 
justification for the extra ter- 
ritories it seized in the Second 
World Whr has especially in- 
furiated Bonn. 
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w designs, new ideas, new kitchens. 
Take a new look at B&Q. 


Old hands: Tony Blair with the French President Jacques Qhirac at Buddngham Palace yesterday Photograph; Reuters 


Germany 
keeps race 
at heart of 
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10 superb new kitchens added to our range 

NEW 

Kitchen brochure showing all 46 
kitchens in oi|r range 

NEW 

'Mix and Match' doors to createyour 
unique kitchen design 

NEW 

Stronger metal sided drawers 

NEW 

Snap-on hinges and fixing system for faster 
and easier assembly 

NEW 

Drop-in workstations for food preparation 

NEW 

23 new worktop designs 

PLUS 

10% off Introductory Offer 
on all new kitchen designs 


"You can get your 

m of our NEW 
en brochure 
by phoning 


0800444840 


JOSEPHINE SKRTON 
Sales Adviser 
B&Q KILMARNOCK 
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By Imre Kanes 

in Bonn 

THE LATEST attempt to re- 
form Germany’s anachronistic 
law on citizenship has been sac- 
rificed on the altar of govern- 
ment unity. 

r Threatened with the demise. 

. of the coalition, Chancellor 
Helmut KohTs junior partners, 
the Free Democrats, aban- 
doned plans this week to sup- 
port a change in the racially 
motivated rules on nationality. 

Their U-turn robs hundreds 
of thousands of children born 
in the country of the chance 
to automatically become Ger- 
man citizens. 

. Since 1913, a German has 
been defined as a person with 
German blood in his or her 
veins. 

Millions of “ethnic Ger- 
mans”, whose ancestors had 
been settled in Russia tty 
. Catherine the Great, have “re- 
turned" to the land of (heir fore- 
fathers, many unable to u t t e r so 
much as a Guten Tag. They do, 
however, enjoy all the trim- 
1 m i ng s of the welfare state, in- 
cluding a passport, subsidised 
. l a nguage courses and generous 
resettlement grants. 

I mm i gr ants, their children 
and their children’s children 
brought up and educated in 
- Germany have,' meanwhile, re- 
mained nationals of the old 
country. 

Unlike most other states in 
Europe, Germany does not 
grant citizenship to people who 

are merely bom and resident in 

Germany. 

An estimated seven million 
“fanagpexf' are reckoned to be 
living in Germany. The Free 
Democrats, the opposition So- 


tained the overwhelming pri- 
ority accorded to genetic origin. 

- . But even this minor relax- 
ation proved too radical for the 
right. Bavaria’s Christian Soda! 
Union, the most conservative 
faction in the governing block, 
had vehemently opposed any 
change. 

In the end, the mainstream 
represented by Chancellor 
Kohl was forced to come down 
in favour of the Bavarians. 
Earlier this month. Free De- 
mocrat defectors had inflicted 
an unprecedented defeat on the 
government, siding with the 
opposition on the vole on a con- 
troversial bugging law. 

After that fiasco, the Bavar- 
ians made ifclear that their lib- 
eral partners would not get 
away with another act of defi- 
ance. “Anyone from the FDP 
who votes with the SPD on cit- 
izenship law would vote against 



Kohfc Had t» shelve reforms 
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ing politicians in Chancellor 
Kohl's party, have recognised 




their integration. 

. After protracted horse-trad- 
ing the Sodd Democrats struck 

a compromise with the liberal 
elements in the government 
Their amendment, which 
was due to go to the Bun- 
destag later this month, pro- 
P°f 4d to grant automatic 
citizenship to the children of 
foreigners”, in cases when at 
least one parent had been bom 
m Germany. 

, Practice, this chance 
2®“ have mostly affected 
““^^^^“Gastarbdtei^ 
” ^oritera imported in the Six- 
bte for tasks deemed even then 
too menial for the natives. 
“V® 6 of 18, such “new 

5®™®“ would have still had 

to choose between their Ger- 
fflfo passport and the nation- 
grandparent! 
J^BormdoesiK^^ 
n*e dual citizenship. And tL 

amended law would ha4^_ 


waiioon and destroy its ba- 

' o S f °I S?* 0 P era tion,” warned 
Bemd Protzner, the General 
Secretary of the Christian So- 
<M1 Union. The FDP heard the 
message and surrendered. 

The row and eventual im- 
Pjssc over this issue is a perfect * 
jhustration of the paralysis in 
2?™- ““ PMl four ycare, 

S^° r K ° W had w 
shelve virtually al, hi* reform 

P|uus became of sniping from 
the wmgs. With elcaicS, 
preaching and the coalki™ 
heading for defeat, the t ur . 

“oil k sot to become worse 

Not content with ,sh lH , ting 

the nationality law .5 
Bavanans arc upping 
stakes, demanding tighter re- 
J^tions on foreigners already 
rasjtient in Germany. 

That m turn is likely u > 

pemocratg, who must ur ,™ 

ly^monstatethehenUuX 

2gE?******& 

rpssst^s^- 

L®* H points behind thn 

S rgc L nt Demwr!* 
while the FDP fa tL .. l ,,. r H ' rul8, 


‘ttLST-i 
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Milosevic 
faces to 

halt killing 
Kosovo 


By Andrew Gumbel 

in Belgrade 

L Yugoslav President Slo- 


tbedodciosolvetheKosovDcn- 
^bavfcgpuithe|MX?ra^cnthe 
international agenda by sup- 
porting the kiffing of dozens of 
Albanian villagers. 

UK*!. “ . - ixw uwouvoumgc JS Ufill .3CTDCS 

the international -com- : have been deeply disillusioned 
mimity threatening sanctions if ■ by the Yugoslav wais of seces- 
aCf P OSItlve Iy in the sion and have Kt tie stomach far 
nort ID days, he must now de- , another fight An already im- 
ade whether to escalate the ten- poverished Serbia probably 
aon he has created, or to sit could not survive another bout 


the threat of war as an excuse 
to give Kosovo away; or he- 
could keep sowing oonfbskm 
and milk the crisis for all it is 
worth. 

The advantage of the first op- 
don, total force, is that it would ' 
keep alive die rationalist d ream 
that brought him to power. 
The disadvantage is that Serbs 


f-j, 


■triany 

ps race 
leart ol 
tenship 


down and negotiate seriously. 

i* This test of his political met- ' 
tie could not be played out over 
a more intractable problem. 
The Kosovo question has threat- 
ened to pit Albanians and Serbs 
against each other in armed con- 
flict since 1989, when the 
province's Albanian majority 
lost their autonomy ami found 
themselves subject to a police- 
state controlled from Belgrade. 

Long before the current 
killing spree, the Albanians cut 
off all relations with the Serbs 
and created their own parallel 
state as a prelude to a full in- 
dependence. The Setts, mean- 
while. refused to let the province 
go, vaunting their nationalist at- 
tachment to the land of the first 
rb rulers and the seat of the 
Orthodox Church. 

While President Milosevic's 
government has continued to in- 
sert that Kosovo remain Serb, the 
reality is that fewer and fewer 
Serbs are staying and only the re- 
pressive police presence has 
prevented an Albanian takeover. 

The paramilitary attacks on 
rural villages, dressed up as a 
campaign to root out Albanian 
terrorism, have actually served 
President Milosevic quite well 
-»in domestic politics: be has 
Wcreated consensus in the frag- 
ile coalition government and ' 
distracted attention from Jheir 
desperate economic problems. . 

But now he has to deal with 
an enraged outside worid. The 
six-nation Contact Group im- 
posed a number of punitive 
measures last Monday and 
threatened further sanctions if 
progress towards a solution was 
not apparent by 25 March. 

Essentially, Presklent Milo- 
sevic has three options: he could 
resume the police attacks and es- 
calate the conflict; he could use 


of deep international isolation 
and could be devoured if the 
conflict sucked in the Albanian 
communities of Macedonia, 
Bulgaria and Albania itself. 

The advantage of the second 
option, capitulation, is that 
KOSOVO cannot be mamfm'riftrf 
by force alone and risks be- 
coming a serious political lia- 
bility as the Albanian 
population swells and Serbian 
numbers dwindle. If Kosovo re- 
mains within Serbia, it could be 
just a few decades before the 
Albanians can outvote the Serbs 
-- not just m their own province, 
but in the country as a whole. 

The disadvantage is that ca- 
pitulation would never be swal- 
lowed by a political class that 
has vowed time and again to 
keep Kosovo Serbian. 

That leaves option three, 
fudging. This is certainty the 
game Mr Milosevic has played 
so for yesterday he sent a ne- 
gotiating team to Pristina, the 
Kosovo capital, to hold talks 
with the Albanians. Onty the day 
before, however, the police had 
forced villagers to bmy their 
dead without forensic scientif- 
ic examination of the bodies. T 
he Alb anians turned down the 
offer to talk, calling It a Serbian • 
exercise in "p^-aoting”. 

During the Bosnian conflict, 
MrMDosevfcwttoneqfthekey 
instigators of die national senti- 
ments that triggered tbe fighxmg; 
when the time was ripe, howev- 
er, be softened his line and 
made himself an indispensable 
guarantor of peace. ... . 

He seems to want to play a 
similar game in Kbsovo. But does 
he really have anything to offer 
the Albanians, and can the ex- 
asperated international com- 
munity avoid foiling into the 
same trap again? 



Star performers: Israeli girls waving yesterday during the annual parade in Tel Aviv for the Jewish festival of Purim - the Feast of Lots, which 
Celebrates deliverance from the plot of Hainan. A quarter of a million people lined the city’s streets Photograph: Eya Warshavsky/AP 


Swept by a gale of vodka and humbug 


I TS OVER for another 
year, thank God. While In- 
ternational Women’s Day 
slides by unnoticed by most oth- 
er countries, Russia marks the 
occasion with a two-day holiday 
in which' the entire country 
is swept by a gale of humbug, 
bogus gallantry, and vodka. 

This year was even worse 
than last One male politician 
after another barged onto the 
airwaves to make self-serving 
speeches about the wonders of 
the fairer sex. 

The occasion did at least of- 
fer the Russian media a chance 
to explore the intricacies erf the 
male attitude to women, who 
are generally viewed as awe- 
some matriarchs or shapering 
ornaments or - occasionally - 
both. There were several $ur- . 
veys about gender, the 'most 
interesting of which was pub- 
lished by Maskovsfd Kbmso- 
mokts newspaper. 

Muscovites were asked to 
namethewomentheyfclthad 
played “a superlative role in 
world history, politics, art, lit- 
erature sport, and other areas 
of human life”. The over- 
whelming winner-- with 21 per 
cent - was Margaret Thatcher. 
Princess Diana came third with 
11 per cent. Catherine the 
Great onty managed fifth place. 


MOSCOW 





wrinkled trunk - like the long- 
faced Russians themselves, ele- 
phants are clearty thought to be 
happier than they look. 

This will have to be chalked 
up as one of the many small. 


PhD Reeves 


Baroness Thatcher Is a mystery, 
given thdr loathing for their own 
Mikhail Gorbachev. “She sym~ 
boHsed order, that’s all,” says my 
Russian colleague. Lena. The 
Survey was, however, compiled 
before Russians found out about 
her plans to host a dinner for 
AdariMaddbadov, ihb President 
of Chechnya, who - much to 
the irritation of some here - is 
visiting Britain this week 


the British from the Russians. 
Moat defy explanation. Why do 
Russians insist they will get a 
sore throat if they drink chilled 
drinks, yet buy ice cream on the 
streets in the middle of winter? 
And why do they believe over- 
coats cany germs, a conviction 
held with such vehemence that 
they are insulted if you keep 
your anorak ok indoors? 

They fea^ggaalty baffled try 
uL The other day, I invited a 
han dful of Russian colleagues 
for an earfy^eyening drink. 1 of- 
fered thenj.S^mftj^brie and 
camemh^^wd^nri-sweet 
Russian champagne (a favourite 


here). The cheese was dearly a 
novelty, and they fell on it with 
the eagerness of Tiggers trying 
Pooh’s honey. Big mistake. 
"Why do yon foreigueis Hke this 
stuff?” asked one, wavy-lipped 
with disgust “I suppose it’s not 
realty surprising,” volunteered 
Yeleaa, our two-year-old's nan- 
ny, “I have known this family for 
two years and not once have 1 
seen them eat a single slice of 
sausage.” There was universal 
astonishment 

T he reason for Oleg’s ele- 
phant-like glee is parked 
on a patch of icy mud out- 
ride his front door. He is, he an- 
nounced, the proud owner of a 
new, bright red Niva. When you 
consider what he went through 
to get it Ids rapture is justified. 
Tbe car cost over 

his annual salary. So he took a 


motor-minded friend to check 
the car over, knowing that there 
would be do exchange or refund 
if it turned out to be a duffer. 
They found two significant faults, 
which Oleg later fixed at home. 

While the West is moving to 
correct the damage wrought by 
the motor age, this city is only 
just entering it. like most Mus- 
covites, Oleg has no garage, but 
a light-weight metal shed, which 
looks like a bread bin. 

Nor does he have insur- 
ance, as the $700 annual fee is 
well beyond the pittance he 
earns asa linguistic expert in the 
Russian army. What happens if 
your new wheels are stolen, I 
asked? He shrugged. But the 
moinem we switched on the en- 
gine to take it fora ^jin. his el- 
derly mother shot out of his 
•.-front door to check us out Who 
needs a car alarm? 


China makes 
rights pledge 

CHINA yesterday made its 
most forthright commitment 
yet to sign the United Nations 
covenant on human rights. The 
foreign minister, Qian Qichen, 
said Peking “intends to sign” the 
pact, but gave no timescale. 

Peking is buoyed by the Eu- 
ropean Union’s decision not to 
sponsor a motion criticising 
China's human rights record at 
next week's Geneva meeting of 
the UN Human Rights Com- 
mission. It is now anxious to 
head off any such move by the 
United States. 

An invitation has also been 
extended to Maiy Robinson, the 
UN Human Rights Commis- 
sioner. to visit China, possibly 
in June. 

— Teresa Poole, Peking 

Room to lay 

THE European Commission 
has proposed giving Europe's 
250 mil lion egg-laying battery 
hens a bit more room. 

All hen houses built after 
next year would have to allow 
each bird at least 800 square cm 
of cage area. The present min- 
imum space is 450 square cm. 

— Rearers, Brussels 

Killer sane 

THAI police have said psycho- 
logical tests have shown that a 
medical student who has con- 
fessed to killing his girlfriend, 
chopping her up and Gushing 
the pieces down a toilet is not 
insane. 

Charges of premeditated 
murder, which cany the death 
penalty, would be filed against 
Serm Sakhonrat, 23, once evi- 
dence collection is completed. 

— AP, Bangkok 

Weighty issue 

AN Australian soldier was or- 
dered off ceremonial duties at 
the recent world swimming 
championships because he was 
too “chunky”. 

“In my 27 years of service t 
have never been so prt&s- 
sionaUy insulted,” saidRay Dou- 
glas, who was removed from 
poolside duties in Perth in Jan- 
uary after defence minister Ian 
McLadilan spotted him on tele- 
vision. “I was informed thatf^ 
was ‘chunky’ and not suitable for 
media coverage, he said. 

— Reuters, Adelaide: . 


I hawJ been mulling over a re- 
mark made by my friend 
and neighbour, Oleg. He 
rang to tell me that be was as 
"happy as an elephant”, a term 
which meant that he was about 
happy as it is possible to be. An 
elephant? Since when was this 
threatened species happy, I 
asked? It is dear Russians be- 
lieve a grin lurks behind that 







Armani 
angry at 
fashion 
fiasco 


EARIS(AP) — Giorgio Armani 
yesterday accused French offi- 
. crab of cancelling his first Paris 
fashion show on a whim and 
said he planned to talk to his 
lawyer about how to proceed. 

Officials cancelled die show 
cm Wednesday evening, minutes 
before it was to take place in die 
Place Saint Sulpice on the Left 
Bank, claiming that tbe tent 
where it was to be held did not 
meet safety standards. Riot po- 
lice had to be deployed when an 
angry crowd of about 3,000 in- 
vited guests protested noisily, 
against the closure. 

. In an interview yesterday, Ar- 
mani said he was disappointed 
and bewildered: “They can- 
celled the show without even 

asking us what we had done ... 
Things are really different now 
from how they were 20; 30 
years ago. France and Italy 
aren't so far apart anymore,” the 
Italian deri^ier said. 

A rmani added that while hk 

gpal was to resume work on his 
coDectioa, he planned toconsnlt 
hss lawyer about the best course 
of action. “We spent a lot of 
money on this show and never 
saw the results. That is a prob- 
lem.” He (fid not say howmuch 
money, bat there were reports 
that it cost up to $lm (£625,000). 

At the show, Armani had in- 
tended to celebrate the August 
launch of a new perfume, “Em- 
porio Armani”, and the open-’ 
mg of his new shop just blocks 
away from SamtSulpke. 
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Still fighting 
for her place 

Desphie moves to open up exclusive men's clubs to women, the battles that ; 
really count are yet to be won; argues Joan Smith, author of 'Misogynies* 


GREAT NEWS for women 
who spend a lot of time in cen- 
tral London, have £13 a week 
to spare, and enjoy hanging out 
with elderly Tory MPs - the 
Carlton Club has voted to ad- 
mit women. Another bastion of 
male chauvinism has fallen, 
further evidence that women 
are winning the battle for equal 
rights - or are they? The result 
of the ballot was announced on 
Wednesday, the same day that 
an industrial tribunal hearing in 
London accepted that a 32-year- 
old woman was pressured into 
having an abortion by her em- 
ployers, the England and Wales 
Cricket Board. 

The case, to which the ECB 
did not put in a defence, is a 
much greater landmark for 
women than the vote by Carl- 
ton Club members. The tribunal 
ruled that Theresa Hamid was 
a victim of sex discrimination, 
unanimously accepting her ac- 
count of events as “truthful". Ms 
Harrild told the tribunal that, 
when she became pregnant by 
one of her colleagues at the 
ECB, she was pressured into 
having an abortion. The ECB 
paid for the operation in cash. 


she claimed, after the chief ex- 
ecutive, Hm Lamb, told hex she 
could not be considered for pro- 
motion if she had children. 
Some time after the termina- 
tion, when she was suffering 
from depression, she was told 
she was being dismis sed and of- 
fered £1,000 to be “a good 
girl 7 ’. Mr Lamb is now denying 
the allegations. 

Ms Harrild painted a picture 
of the ECB as an organisation 
where misogyny was rife, with 
senior members of staff regu- 
larly making “crude and 
derogatory remarks about 
women”. Members of the Eng- 
land women's cricket team, she 
said, “were continually referred 
to as lesbians and dykes”. Her 
case, which follows last month's 
dedsioa by members of the 
MCC not to admit women, 
provides a startlin g insi gh t into 
an anachronistic area of the 
sporting world in which women 
are routinely regarded as dif- 
ferent - and sends a powerful 
message that such attitudes will 
no longer be tolerated. 

While cricket may be a spe- 
cial case, in which discrimina- 
tion appears to be more deeply 


- entrenched than in society in 
general, the conduct of the 
ECB is a salutary reminder of 
what women are up against Ms 
Harrild had no idea, when she 
took a job there in June 1996, 
of the kind of organisation she 
would be working for. She en- 
joyed her £14,00Q-a-year post 
until she became aware of what 
she called the “sexist atmos- 
phere" - a phrase which, in 
these days of upbeat, can-do 
feminism, has a distinctly dat- 
ed ring to it. 

It’s easy to imagine, when we 
look at the record number of 
women in the House of Com- 
mons, that the big battles have 
been won. The crusading lan- 
guage of two or three decades 
ago, the call to arms in books 
such as The Female Eunuch , 
sounds strident and confronta- 
tional to young women who 
grew up in a decade when 
Britain had its first woman 
prime minister. 

“Feminism is about equali- 
ty for women, nothing more nor 
less,” Natasha Whiter argues in 
her book, The New Feminism. 
This would be fine in a world 
where men and women have ex- 


actly the same goals and can 
work together. • 

But-the troth is that we in- 
habits chlturewhere a wumanY 
place, her right to be treated on 
equal tenns, cannot be taken for 
granted - and is not even uni- 
versally viewed as desirable. 

This week's supposedly his- 
toric vote of the Carlton dub 
has yet to be ratified by its gen- 
eral committee - and two out 
of five members voted against 
admitting women. Bor Theresa 
Harrild, plunged into a milieu 
where female employees are not 
valued as much as their male 
colleagues and pregnancy an in- 
convenience, jt is die language 
of traditional feminism. 

“On one occasion I heard 
one male member of staff say 
that a female staff member 
needed her legs prised open 
with a cricket bat,” she said. 
That such remarks could be 
'made openly in the 1990s, in the 
hearing of women employ ees, 
demonstrates that the demand 
for equality in jobs, wages, 

chflrirar e— th eHairron raTl ofthft 

New Feminism -is not enough. 
The reason we don’t yet have 
those things, or have achieved 



The City trading 
floors, Gke many 

other workplaces, 
have admitted 
women, but one 
individual can face 
a daily struggle 
confronting the 
prejudices of men 
Photograph: Kevin 

ijmanjueMeuters 


them only partially, is not just 
a matter of outdated working 
practices. If that were the case, 
all women would need to do is 
point out instances of unfairness 
- as we have, vociferously, since 
the late 1960s - and the injus- 


tice would immediately be 
remedied. 

This is not bow tite world op- 
erates. The awkward reality, 
which some of the New Femi- 
nists have yet to experience for 
themselves, is a deep-seated 


loathing of women which has 
led to our systematic exclusion 
from certain types of organisa- 
tions. The Carlton Club, which 
has kept women out for 166 
years, has not maintained its ban 
on female members because of 



The kind of attitude and the kind of man 


The Carlton Club: opening its doors to women Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


IT DID NOT take long for the rulers of 
English cricket to be back in the news for 
all the wrong reasons. 

Tim Lamb, the chief executive of tbe 
England and TOIes Cricket Board, the man - 
who had appeared as the restful voice of 
progress and reason following the MCC's 
failure to admit women members; is not 
averse, it seems, to calling female cricketers 
“dykes” who should only be put on tbe 
board to get more lottery money. 

The same Mr Lamb, an industrial tri- 
bunal was told, had been part of a group 
of ECB officials who had bullied Theresa 
Harrild into having an abortion after she 
had an affair with an executive. 

In the public opprobrium that followed 
the MCCs decision to keep their dub free 
of women, the ECB stated this was simply 
a hitch on the way to equality. Mr Lamb 
appeared for photo opportunities with his 
cricketing daughter and declared: “What 
is important now is for people to realise that 
the ECB is fully committed to the role of 
women in cricket and is doing everything 
possible to encourage them to participate 
from school age onwards." 

AH that however sounds rather cynical 
when juxtaposed with the evidence given 
to the tribunal which ruled that Miss Har- 
rild had . been the victim of sexual dis- 
crimination. The chairman stated: The 
tribunal is unanimous in finding Miss 
Hamid's evidence was tiuthfoL" Yesterday 


Tim Lamb on' a PR shoot with Ms daughter Sophie; right, Theresa Harrild 


Mr Lamb issued a statement denying her 
allegations, bat admitted the organisation 
bad not been effective in discarding stereo- 
types about the sport being steeped ideas 
of the old boy network and in the public 
school. His words came as another woman 
employee at Lord’s alleged sex discrimi- 
nation, “malicious” behaviour by male 
staff and being sent pornographic e-mafi. 

Mr Lamb’s views on reform have been 
rather ambivalent One of his first public 
utterances as the boss went something like: 
“Revolution? Tm not a fen. Revolution of- 


ten leads to counter-revolution.” But he did 
go on to say “fundamental structural 
changes are needed”, and that more had 
to be done to encourage the sport at all lev- 
els, and among women. 

Mr Lamb .(Shrewsbury and Queen’s 
College, Oxford), had been a mediocre 
player with Middlesex. He is said to have 
a good grasp of the nuts and bolts of the 
game, and of counties* problems. This does 
not, say cricket writers, qualify him to car- 
ry out root-and-branch reforms, especial- 
ly in tbe field of sex discrimination. 


Kim Sengupta 



an oversight. Nor has the Gar- 
rick. The unstated raison d’etre 
of these men-only establish- 
ments is to provide members 
with a space they don’t have to 
share with women - except in 
the capacity of waitresses. 

Of course this isn't true of all 
men. From the beginning, men 
like William Godwin and John 
Stuart Mill were outspoken ad- 
vocates of women's rights. But 
a generation of young women 
hag grown up, protected from 
the unpleasant fact of misogy- 
ny, largely as a result of the 
struggles of women who are 
now in their 50s and 60s. These 
days, woman-hating tends lo be 
subterranean, concealing itself 
in pockets, but that doesn't 
mean it no longer exists. It 
isn’t much comfort to Theresa 
Harrild, driven to a nervous 
breakdown by attitudes which 
are supposed to have died out. 
to suggest that her case has done 
other women a service. But it 
serves as avivid reminder of 1 why 
we are excluded from some ar- 
eas of life - of the fact that 
misogyny, even if it has gone un- 
derground, is as virulent and de- 
structive as ever 



Photographs: Richard Ware Karl Prouse 


Publicly, Mr Lamb and the ECB have 
main t aine d a policy of encouraging private 
dubs to allow women, and they want to amal- 
gamate with The Women's Cricket Associ- 
ation. The Women’s Cricket Association has 
backed the Lord’s hierachy in the dispute with 
Ms Harrild. However, the allegations made 
at the tribunal will not go away and do noth- 
ing to restore confidence in Mr Lamb or the 
cricket hierachy. One senior MCC member, 
who voted for women, said: “We needed this 
like we needed a hole in the head.” 


An interminable talkfest 

An estimated 25 million words have been given in evidence to the hearings into 
Terminal 5, Britain's longest running inquiry. Randeep Ramesh adds up the cost 


THE INVESTIGATION into 
Heathrow Airport’s proposed 
fifth terminal hit its 400th day 
of hearings yesterday - making 


it Britain’s longest running 
public inquiry - and the most 
expensive. 

An army of lawyers, consul- 
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rants, town hall officials, plan- 
ners, noise pollution experts and 
local residents have been giving 
evidence to the inquiry, which 
has now been running for 60 
days more than the previous 
record-holder - that into the 
construction of the Sizewell B 
nuclear reactor. That investi- 
gation gave the all-dear, and die 
plant opened in 1995. 

By the time tbe T5 inquiry 
ends, it wiQ have cost around 
flOOm.' The Investigation, which 
started on 16 May, 1995, was 
originally meant to last 18 
months, but inquiry inspector 
Roy Vandermeer QC is ex- 
pected to bold hearings until the 
end of this year, with his report 
not due until after 2000. 

The flight of fancy that is 
Terminal 5 was devised by 
Heathrow’s owner, tbe British 
Airports Authority. The com- 
pany can only start work on the 
£L8bn project - designed to in- 
crease Heathrow's capacity to 
80 milli on passengers a year - 
after ministers give the termi- 
nal tbe go-ahead. 

But the real result of the 
hearings may be the ditching of 
the public inquiry system itself. 


Last week, in a private meeting 
with Labour MPs, environment 
minister Richard Cabom sin- 
gled out tbe T5 inquiry as an ex- 
ample of the urgent need for 
reform of the planning laws. 

TO MARK day 400 of the in- 
quiry, here are 10. things you 
didn’t know about the T5 farce. 

1) The biggest winner since the 
inquiry started is the Ramada 
Hotel -a four-star establ i s hm ent 
on the edge erf Heathrow, where 
tbe inquiry is being held. The 
biggest losers have been its 
guests - the hotel's swimming 
pool has been convened into a 
hall and about 50 bedrooms are 
in use as offices. 

2) Some of the barristers in- 
volved are being paid an esti- 
mated £2,000 a day. Latest 
estimates reckon the mquhy has 
cost the central Government 
£8m and local government £7m. 
BAA has already spent £41m. 

3) The airport operator may be 
ruing the day it dreamt up the 
new terminal. The company 
says it is set to cost it £200m by 
the time a dedsioa is made. 

4) More than 650 people have 
given evidence to Roy Vander- 



Flight of fancy: «n artBrt hnpmakm of the Interior of the propo*d Terminal 5 for Heathrow 


meer. Spouting an estimated 25 
miUion words. 

5) The inquiry is nothing if not 
thorough. More than 50,000 
questions have been asked of 
the witnesses appearing. At 
least 4,000 documents have 
been handed in. ' 


6) BAAfs photocopier in the 
Ramada hotel is, according to 
its manufacturer, the second 
most used in the country -with 
more than one rafllkm copies 
taken. 

7) Tbe inquiry into London’s 
new terminal has seen inspec- 


tors take trips to Amsterdam 
WW Chicago and 

8) BAA say 27,000 people 

^pport the new terminal. -Hie 

^patent's opponents say 
about the same number of pci. 
pie oppose it. 


2 *** ^“denneer is helped hv ■ 
planning inspectors. So ^ 

receiuh?"h? Cil ^ orn '■‘spliincd 
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The way to the top 

Two years ago the crowding on the ' 
narrowest part of the approach to 
Everest's summit caused fatal delays. 
Charles Arthur asks whether 
this year could see a similar tragedy 


IT IS almost the killing season 
again. The permits have been is- 
sued for the three-month Hi- 
malayan dimbing season which 
ends after May. In that time at 
least seven teams, [Deluding 
four from the US and two from 
the UK, will try to dimb Ever- 
est, at 8,848 metres the highest 
mountain of alL 

Hying to reach Everest's 
summit is a dangerous business. 
While more than 700 people^' 
W have succeeded, 153 have died y 
trying, or hying to return after - 
succeeding. Bur that's not be- 
cause the risk of avalanches (re- 
sponsible for 50 or so deaths) 
or medical conditions such as 
fluid buBd-up caused by altitude 
have risen. If anything, bottled 
oxygen, modern drags and fa- 
miliarity with the terrain have 
reduced those dangers. 

Paradoxically, expedition 
leaders now realise that one of 
the biggest obstacles to reach- 
ing the summit and returning 
safely is other climbers, either 
on guided expeditions or from 
“national" learns, climbing for 
their country’s gloiy. 
m In fact the latter may be the 
T most dangerous. The antics in 
recent years of teams from In- 
dia, South Africa and Thiwan 
have all severely worried the 
more experienced leaders of 
paid-for, guided expeditions. 
“The greatest incompetence I 
have seen on mountains is na- 
tional teams without guides,” 
says Steve Bell, head of Hi- 
malaya n Kingdom, an expedi- 
tion company from Sheffield. 
This year he and two guides will 
take seven clients (each paying 
£25,000) to try to reach the 


mountain’s s ummi t - but more 
importantly, to return safety. 

Bell says that some nation- 
al t eams "show a lack of or- 
ganisation mid technique - not 
being roped together when go- 
ing over terrain with crevasses, 
for instance. They don't take 
enough food and equipment, so 
they end up taking other peo- 
ple’s. And they wfll go for the 
summit when the conditions or 
tioiqg menkrigbfc There are 

mad, patriotic fervour - as if 
fives are expendable as long as 
they get some people to the 
top." 

This year attempts on the 
summit wfll be made by an In 
than team and a Singaporean 
team - making their first at- 
tempt . Is Bell worried? “Only 
that they might get in the way, 
or might need to be rescued - 
because that has to come first 
above anything else," he says. 

But the sheer volume of 
people on Everest can be dead- 
ly, simply because there isn’t 
room enough for everyone 
when the mountain shows its vi- 
cious side. That was graphical- 
ly demonstrated two years ago 
when a traffic jam on the high- 
est mountain fed to the deaths 
of expert and amateur dimbeis 
alike. 

Key to this tale is a 20-me- 
tre stretch of steep rods and ice 
called the Hfllaxy Step, on the 
mountain’s south-east ridge — 
the most popular route to the 
summi t — 8,790 metres above 
sea level and only 58 metres low- 
er than the top. 

The Step (named after Sir 



Where crowding (tilled: At the Hillary Step, circled, the traffic jam meant climbers had to waft, with fatal consequences. The picture shows the I max team on their ascent to 
make the new fftm. Below: JamGng Norgay, son of Sir Hillary's companion “Sherpa Tenzing” on the expedition, and, centre, the team in a storm Main photograph: Reuters 





Edmund Hillary, who sur- 
mounted it on the way to the 
first ascent in 1953) is a steep, 
challenging section of rock and 
ice dimbing: “a fair cow”, as 
Hillary described it, “over- 
hanging a little drop of 10.000 
feet". 

But it’s the pnfy way up. Nor- 
mally it is ascended by hauling 
oneself up on ropes. TWo years 
ago however the ropes had 
blown away, and a queue built 
up as people waited for Anatoly 
Boukreev, a Russian moun- 
taineering guide, to dimb the 
Step and fix a rope at its top. 
Then all that would remain, 
would be a determined plod up- 
wards for another 50 metres 


(160 ft) to the summit. 

But even for a talented 
climber like Boukreev, rfimhrng 
the Step and fixing the rope 
took more than an hour. In that 
time, a queue of about 30 
climbers - mainly members of 
guided expeditions paying thou- 
sands of dollars to reach the 
summit -built up. 

Only one person can go up 
or come down at a time. Haul- 
ing oneself up the ropes takes 
time. Descent is a cautious pro- 
cedure, not a free-ranging slide. 
AH the time, the climber feels 
cold, and unbelievably ex- 
hausted, with a crushing 
headache. “The closest thing to 
drowning," is how Ed Vies- 


tuis, who climbed the ridge a 
few days later, described it. Sit 
down, and you might never 
find the determination to stand 
again.. 

The traffic jam made every- 
one's schedules slip, and Ever- 
est above 8,000 metres is no 
place to dawdle. Every minute, 
your body is literally dying, be- 
cause there is not enough oxy- 
gen to support life. Butthat day 
people readied the summit and 
descended to the top of the Step 
only to find people below wait- 
ing to come up. 

Meanwhile the weather 
worsened in the valley below. 
Within horns it was blowing sub- 
zero air at lOOmpb over the 


climbers, now hours behind a 
timetable that would let them 
reach the top and return below 
8,000 metres. 

Night fell, and in the ensu- 
ing chaos, seven peopfe died, in- 
cluding Rob Hall, leader of 
one of the guided expeditions. 
A few days later a team mak- 
ing a film for the widescreen 
Imax format - now just opened 
in London’s Trocadero and the 
National Museum of Film and 
Photography. Bradford - came 
across his frozen, lifeless body 
not far below the Step. Bring- 
ing it back was not an option. 
At that altitude it is all you can 
do to lift your feet, let alone a 
corpse. 


The episode has been dis- 
sected repeatedly, notably by the 
book Into That Air by Jon 
Krakauer, one of Hall’s clients. 
What’s dear is that both Hall 
and the other guided expedition, 
led by Scott Fiscber, should have 
turned their clients back long 
before the summit - perhaps 
even at the base of the Step, 
where the Taiwanese team, 
though many hours too late to 
make a sensible attempt on 
the summit before nightfall, 
was waiting to go up. 

Bell has been there - he 
helped guide a group up Ever- 
est in 1993 -and knows the pit- 
falls. “We have always stuck 
strongly to having a time when 


we turn back, no matter what, 
and often to the chagrin of 
clients. It’s a trade-off because 
you want to maximise their 
chance at the summit. But the 
priority is safety." 

lb the Imax cinemagoer, 
languidly eating popcorn in a 
warm, sea-level theatre, the 
view from the roof of the world 
may look tolerably interesting. 
W£U that lead to more people 
trying to get there? “1 don’t 
think it will discourage them," 
admits Jamling Norgay, son of 
Tfcnzing Norgay, the Shcipa 
who made the first ascent with 
Hillary. “It might even encour- 
age them." That could be the 
most frightening fact of all. 


Got a problem, Fruity? I’m beginning a new life 




0 



WOKE UP yesterday morning and found 
that ovemighr I bad become a 100 per cent 
red blooded raging heterosexual Imme- 
diately kick Andrew out of bed, shouting 
he’s a filthy bum boy and insisting I did- 
n’t know where I was and anyway I had 

J Anj^rmu-mlle HIM 


JOHN 

LYTTLE_ i 

Gives a man's response 
to Chris Evans pledging 
^ to go gay for a year 


ana aesiacs x uuu <- mmA ***«“ * 

do anything last night Details, details. De- 
manded he step outride. Andrew sighs. 
“This is one of your straight days, isn’t it?” 
“That’s right fruity- Got a problem with 
that?" Andrew says yes, he. does have a 
problem with that but experience was a 
great teacher, so he was simply going to 
pop a Prozac and alert the media. Ignore 
him. Scratch my arse and sniff my socks 
to see if there was another day’s wear in 
them- Andrew snaps, “That’s attractive" 

and stomps ouL 

Went to bathroom. Dropped the kids 
off at the pool. Refused to flush because 
Tm a real man. Flung wet towels on floor. 
Don’t bother cleansing, toning, moistur- 
ising or back combing either as chicks 

don’t care if a guy has a face like Freddy. 

Krueger. Look at Bryan Adams. Skin so 
bumpy Stevie Wonder once tried to read 
iL Decide to slop shower, shampoo mid 
deodorant too and let my musky, mas- 


culine pheromones draw the drooling dol- 
lies like moths to a flame. Splash on litre 
of Old Spice as a chaser. 

Can of Kestrel for breakfast 
■ Boytoesoaraway5Wi. SitonTUbewith 
legs spread wide apart. Ron my eyes over 
Page 3 for the first time* Nudge person next 
to me: “Cor! Look at the tits on that!" Old 
lady gives me startled look, moves to an- 
other seat 

" Arrive at work. Slap cute security 
guard on the hack instead' of the butt Get 
into lift. Wait till it’s frill before breaking 
wind violentty. . _ 

Office. Log on. Down to work. Send 
E -mail to lesbian COlummSt telling hersbc’S 
a frustrated old biddy who needs a good 
sorting out by a man who knows what a 
woman wants. JPm a riot 1 am. 

Hangout with the gang in M&S shirts, 
polyester ties and stay-press trousers. 
Whnt to be accepted, so stand about with 
hand jammed hand in pocket and jiggle 
testicles. Bile back compulsion to talk 
about Madonna's new video. (You know, 
the one where Maddie can’t get out of the 
duvet cover she’s wearing because there’s 
a hurricane blowing and she keeps turn- 
ing into a wolf.) Close eyes and picture 
Oliver Reed vomiting up the contents of 
a brewery. Urge ebbs. Also find that when 


weedy little drip from Business boasts 
about this fabulous bird he’s shagged I feel 
no need to enquire if it was a vulture, bald- 
headed eagle or gannet- Thlk at the top 
of my voice about football instead, never 
allowing anyone else to finish a sentence. 


No need to bother with 
the gym. Girls are 
gagging for a big gut 
and a generous portion 
of builder’s cleavage 


Pepper conserve tk>- with “The ref most 
have been blind” and “It’s a game of two 
halves” until one guy says he can’t pretend 
any more, bursts into tears and sobs that 
his father died last night. Long, uncom- 
fortable silence until I ask if that meant* 
he hadn’t been able to catch the match. 
Damn right he had: “We was robbed." 

■Make unusual discovery. If you’re a het- 
erosexual male, gossip and back- biting is 


dubbed “men's talk”. Another discovery. 
What heterosexual men call banter, het- 
erosexual women call sexual harassment. 
At least that’s what the Arts secretary 
screamed when I asked if she was wear- 
ing tights or stockings. Must be one of 
those humourless lesbian feminists giving 
her dungarees the day off. 

Deride that being straight I don't 
need to bother with the gym. Girls are gag- 
ging for a big gut and a generous portion 
of builder’s cleavage. Well the skinny ones 
are. Those fat cows who’ve let themselves 
go just whine about the so-called double 
standard. This is ignorance. Richard Lit- 
tlejohn says scientific research proves 
that the male heterosexual body auto- 
matically converts lard into beefcake. 
The fact that he must- be suffering from 
a testosterone deficiency doesn’t under- 
mine his case. Anyhow, skip herb salad for 
lunch in favour of greasy, artezy-clogging 
fry-up. Aman’s gotta eat what a man’s got- 
ta eat. Hormone-pumped red meat, not 
battered cod-pieces. 

Use loo. Remember to slouch at the uri- 
nal looking neither left or right but star- 
ing ahead at the imagin ary red dot on the 
walk Then notice my buddies are surrep- 
titiously checking each other’s equip- 
ment Another thing heterosexual men 


obviously don't talk about 

Receive E-mail back from lesbian 
columnist asking for “the name of the man 
mentioned in my earlier communica- 
tion". Bitch. Spend rest of day picking my 
nose and flicking the contents randomly 
around the room. The Alpha-male marks 
his territory. 

Pub crawl with the lads. Select Oasis 
instead of Abba on the jukebox. Get 
pissed, pick fight with bollard: “Cmon, if 
you think you’re hard enough." Finish 
evening with “Babe Magnet" and deep- 
pan pizza and six-pack, singing '‘Achy 
Breaky Heart”. Observe how heterosex- 
ual men infinitely prefer each other's com- 
pany much more than the company of 
women, who are either a) slags b) saints 
or c) that Louise who used to be in Eter- 
nal. 

Ring. for taxi the moment Babe Mag- 
net throws his arms around me and slurs 
that he loves me. I'm his best mate. Get 
home, fall into bed, throw my arms 
around Andrew, slur that I love him, he's 
my best mate. Andrew says P m not touch- 
. ing him until I have a bubble bath, a face 
pack and act gentle. Protest that this is 
hardly butch. Andrew fold his arms and 
purses his lips: “Possibly not Gazza, but 
it is getting back to normal." 


JJ W 


nanwai coBmuar tygr&n shall 'b^h 
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The long shadow 
of Hassan 


THERE IS a country bordering on the European Union which was found- 
ed as a modern, secular, democratic and above all European state. It saw 
its destiny so much as pan of our continent that it abandoned its ancient 
script and now uses our Roman alphabet. And yet Turkey will not be let 
into the club. Enlargement of the European Union is one of the priorities 
of Britain's presidency, but Tbrltey is neither among the five next joiners, 
nor among the five next-but-ones, all of whose representatives assembled 
for talks in London yesterday. 

So why is Turkey different from Estonia, Slovenia, Bulgaria and Ro- 
mania? The first, and very important, answer is hu m a n rights. Despite its 
aspirations, and despite the very recent democratic credentials of the con- 
voy of countries which has jumped the queue ahead of it, Turkey’s politi- 
cal system still fails to qualify. Istanbul’s politicians axe not fully insulated 
from the military and there have been abuses of human rights, especially 
those of ethnic minorities such as the Kurds. 

But this' is not the whole story, and it is worth pursuing further the re- 
luctance to admit Turkey even into the EU^s waiting room. For many, “not 
yet" is code for “never", and the issue of human rights usefully postpones 
facing up to other reasons. Even if Turkey’s democracy were above reproach, 
it would be argued that Turkey is "not in Europe" or that it does not share 
our "common culture". But ever since the goddess Enropa fled from Phoeni- 
cia to Greece, the boundaries of Europe have been fluctuating and am- 
biguous and its cultural identity likewise. 

What, then, is the real difference? It is that Ibrkey is a Muslim coun- 
try. Ever since the giant Hassan stormed the wall of Constantinople at the 
head of a wave of Janissaries in 1453, ending a thousand years of tire Chris- 
tian Roman Empire of Byzantium, his shadow has fallen across the con- 
tinent. Up to the walls of Vienna and back, modem Europe’s identify was 
forged in opposition to Turkish Islam. The spectre of the heathen at the 
gate even featured in British domestic politics as recently as Gladstone's 
Midlothian campaign, fought on the demand that the Ottomans be eject- 
ed from Europe “bag and baggage". 

So is the enlarged European Union simply a neo-Christendom, an eth- 
nic and cultural entity based on Christianity and Caucasian genes? (Nev- 
er mind that the Caucasus mountains which gave their name to a racial 
type are to the north and east of Thricey.) It cannot be, and it is as well to 
spell out why not. John Laughland's book The Hunted Source last year ar- 
gued that the ideology underiying the European Union is corrupted by Ger- 1 
man supremacism in a pan-European guise. He claimed that P&ul-Henri j 
Spank, a Belgian founding father of the European Community, was a col- 
laborationist and former intellectual admirer of Hitler, and that Jacques 
Delors was a disciple of a crypto-Nazi in the 1930s. 

This is nonsense, given the EU’s high and democratic principles. But 
it should force us to ask: is there such a thing as a European identify, and 
does the EU exist to give expression to it? Because there is a radical open- 
endedness about the Union which is unsettling. There is the internal open- 
endedness of the integration process, enshrined in the phrase “ever-closer 
union” in the ‘Beaty of Rome. It was precisely to counter this endless am- 
bition that moderate Euro-sceptics, including our present Foreign Secre- 
tary, have championed thecanse of an ever-wider un ion. This is the external 
open-endedness which yesterday saw the fixture eastern boundary of the" 
Union pushed to the Black Sea and the steppes. But, as a permanent con- 
dition of the EU, this process of expansion is just as disorienting as a process 
of permanent unification. Why stop at the Urals or the Bosphorus? 

Well, it has to stop somewhere, or the EU would simply be a free-trade 
and single-currency zone for advanced, liberal and democratic countries, 
regardless of cultural identify or geographical location. But Europe, as the 
region bordering on the Mediterranean, has a much longer history than 
the land-mass of north and west Europe. It is a history divided by religion, 
but it is a division (like the division of Europe by communism) which the 
EU could overcome. 

Thai is why we should wrestle with the shadow of Hassan. Bosnian Mus- 
lims certainly feel strongly that Europe’s Christian heritage ensured that 
they were left to their fate, and there is much truth in that Bosnia could 
have been a model for a secular, tolerant and liberal state in which Chris- 
tians and Muslims lived together. If Turkey could follow that model, then 
it should certainly be a candidate for European Union membership. 

Trying to tie part of the Islamic world to western liberal democracy is 
not a strategy that has worked with Egypt, the greatest recipient of Amer- 
ican aid after Israel. But the chances of success are much greater with Turkey, 
and the prize is great. Perhaps it will have to wait until Islamic agnosti- 
cism emerges as a dominant religion of TUrkey, as Christian doubt has else- 
where, but it is important to offer tbe TUrks a genuine chance to prove 
their liberal democratic credentials. 

Blair’s loyalty contest 

LABOUR'S internal elections for its National Executive have long been 
derided as a beauty contest, but now the spin consultants of Mfllbank Tbw- 
cr want to turn it into the real thing. Tony Blair’s reforms, designed to neuter 
the party’s ruling body - sorry, ensure a constructive and supportive rela- 
tionship with the Government - will kick MPs off the section elected by 
ballot of the entire membership. 

This will stop Tony Be nil's avatar using it as a power base, but might 
let in a fifth column of Hatlersleyitcs (as Trotskyists are known these days) 
among the unknowns on the ballot paper. 

So. out goes to the call to Loyal Blairitc actors and pop stars on the mem- 
bership list to pul their names forward. But Mr Blair should beware. Last 
year's heroes of New Britannia have coaled already, with Damon. A1 barn, 
Jarvis Cocker and Alan McGee all taking shots at Labour policy. Some- 
one should tell the Prime Minister that dissent is like putty: if you press it 
down at the top it squeezes out somewhere else. 





Shy shire: Ungwood Majestic^ a bay shire gelding 18.1 hands high, in his stall at Pilgrims Hatch, Essex, before tearing for the woHdl* 

East of England showground this weekend Photograph: Brian Harris. A 9x12 print of this photograph can be ordered on 0171-293 2534 


Duped by China 

DESPIT E the fact that Chinese sup- 
pression of political dissent in regions 
such as Tibet and Xinjiang is in- 
creasing year on year, the rovem- 
ment assures us that, rather than 
backing UN condemnation of such 
oppression, ft is anfy“constnictive en- 
gagement" with the People's Republic 
that will ensure political change. 

Most human rights organisations 
agree that such political appeasement 
- whether the retention of Most 
Ewbured Nation trading status or the 
uncoupling of trade from human 
righ ts — has a* direct and immediate 
influence on the political climate in 
China - for the worse. 

Our increasing economic in- 
volvement in China has given the 
Communist Party there a large stidc 
with which to beat us, simply because 
Britain needs China’s emerging mar- 
kets and cheap labour more than 
China needs Britain’s trade. China, 
not the West, has the upper hand in 
such “engagement”. 

As the recent row over Chris Pat- 
ten's book has demonstrated, it is not 
China’s political climate that is be- 
ing changed by “constructive en- 
gagement", it is ours. We seem 
inoeasingfy willing to give up our own 
human -rights principles and restrict 
our own democratic freedoms, in or- 
der to secure an economic foothold 
in the Middle Kingdom. The Labour 
Party’s political naivety and weakness 
on this issue is lamentable. Tbe Chi- 
nese government must be laughing 
at us, all the way to the bank. 

Dr MARTIN A MILLS, 

School of African and Asian Studies 

University of Sussex 

Brighton 

COLIN BROWN (“Murdoch mo- 
nopoly inquiry demanded", 9 March) 
quotes my statement, which I admit 
was inaccurate, that Rupert Murdoch 
gave orders to the Times corre- 
spondent in Peking, James Pringle, 
to write a favourable piece about 
Shanghai in The Sun. Mr Pringle as- 
sures me that no such suggestion or 
order was given and that the request 
to write a piece for The Sun was a 
coincidence. 

JONATHAN MIRSKY 
London Wll 
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End of duty-free 

IT WAS ministers of European 
Union governments who unani- 
mousfy proposed scrapping dutyfree 
sales within the EU in 1991, just be- 
fore the completion of the Single 
Market (“Pressure grows for U- 
’ turn on duty-free,^ *10 March). The 
European Co mmissi on does not 
vote legislation into effect in the EU. 

Dire warnings of chaos onferries 
and aeroplanes represent one of the 
most narrow arguments yet put for- 
ward by those trying to get the de- 
cision reversed. They should be 
answering the question of why air and 
ferry passengers, particularly regu- 
lar ones, should continue to benefit 
from what amounts to an unfair tax 
advantage. 

By the time duty-free sales end 
in June next year, the industry will 
have had nearly eight years to pre- 
pare for the changes. If, after all that 
time, we are still being confronted 
with doomsday scenarios of huge job 
losses and bankruptcies, one has to 
ask where the responsibility for that 
lies. 

GEOFFREY MARTIN 
Head of the Representation in the 
United Kingdom 
The European Commission 
London SWI 

Women and computers 

IT IS a risky generalisation to sug- 
gest women have different priorities 
from men. However, I believe in- 
formation technology companies 
and commentators coaid help to 
change women’s attitudes to IT 
(Network, 10 March) by stressing two 
important facts. 

First, that IT (in the form of e- 
nzail) provides by far the most cost- 
effective way of keeping in touch. 
Almost none of the fcmafa friends 
to whom I’ve described the benefits 
of the Internet realised initially that 
messages were sent in fractions of a 


second at local call rates and hence 
that the incremental cost of each, 
once the subscription is paid, is vir- 
tual ufl. This point is rarefy stressed 
in service providers' ads. 

Second, IT is set to have an ex- 
txaortimaiy impact on our children’s 
education The instant availability Of 
unlimited factual knowledge via IT 
wBl increasingly mean we must con- 
centrate on teaching children how 
rattier than what to learn. Inevitably, 
this will have a huge impact both on 
the role of teachers and tbe contri- 
bution parents can make; - 

Finally, computers, which do 
tend to he seen as a male preserve,, 
have revived the art of correspon- 
dence for men. I, at least, have writ- 
ten scarcely one personal letter over 
tbe past 20 years. Yet since Christ- 
mas I’ve been in regular contact by 
e-mail with about six male friends to 
whom I'd previously sent nothing 
more than a “let’s keep in touch” at 
the foot of an annual Christmas card. 
DAVID ROBERTSON' 

Technology Response Ltd 
West Malvern, Worcestershire 

A safer railway 

THE Health and Safety Executive’s 
Railway Inspectorate is right to spot- 
light areas of the UK railway where 
maintenance may be in doubt or the 
scale of deterioration may warrant 
track renewal (“Railtrack warned of 
safety prosecutions”, 3 March). 

However, the management of 
maintenance, renewal and invest- 
ments involves considerable logisti- 
cal and safety considerations, not 
least the management of “posses- 
sions”, whereby track is made avail- 
able for work and handed back for 
service at agreed intervals. The need 
is to minimise the disruption of op- 
erations. The chief consideration is 
safety but operational issues axe 
not far behind. 

The public needs to understand 
that under-investment in the network 


and the operating railway over the 
last 10 to 15 years cannot be reversed 
overnight. Already we are witness- 
ing tbe largest scales of investment 

ever seem Investment amro unoed by 

Rail track some time ago is already 
under way. Some £260m was com- 
mitted over the last 12 months*’ a frh 
tal of £2.5 8bn to *2l0fi7. 

Announcements by Virgin for West 
Coast and Cross Country stock; by 
EWS on freight stock; by Railtrack 
for investment in stations, permanent 
way, signalling and new train control 
systems arejost the headlines. Tfain 
operators, suppliers and contractors 
are also investing in technology, ca- 
pacity, human capital and new man- 
agement systems. The full effects of 
these announcements will not be vis- 
ible for a few years. 

The inspector is right to raise crit- 
icism, bin he is pushing an open door. 
MICHAEL G WINWOOD 
Managing Director, The QSS Group 
Derby 

Voting reform 

WHEN elections by proportional 
representation lead to bargaining 
among political parties, British com- 
mentators are often quick to make 
remarks about “instability” and 
“horse- trading”. Can we look for- 
ward to similar comments about the 
inability of first-pas t-th e-post to 
bring stable government to India? 
DAVID HOWAKTH 
Clare College, 

Cambridge 

Don't knock it 

YOU REPORT (11 March) that 
"knocking” adverts directed against 
the tobacco companies prove effec- 
tive in stopping people smoking. If 
this is so, why do illegal drugs sell so 
well? After all, drug barons don't get 
much good press. 

JOHN LAWRENCE 

London NW3 


Selling a house fb 

IF THE excellent scheme of legally 
binding bids which obtains in Nor- 
way (letter, 12 March) is to work in 
England and Wales, it first requires 
a complete change in the attitude of 
house buyers and sellers. 

I know of nowhere else worldwide 
where a house purchaser expects u 
seller to wait whilst the purchaser 
sells his own house. This is the real 
cause for delay. In Norway, and in- 
deed elsewhere, a purchaser is 
bound by his offer and has to seek 
bridging finance. Completion can 
then take place within weeks and the 
purchaser must assess the risk he 
runs of having two properties on his 
hands. 

CHRIS CHARLES 
Cheadle, 

Staffordshire 

JOHN A DAVIS'S letter (10 March) 
reminded roe of an argument I had 
with an estate agent. Apropos ad- 
vertising budgets and advance fees, 
be said “All 1 want is ray downside 
covered . . .** 

In the real world of trade and 
commerce, to which he was obviously 
a complete stranger, no cmc has their 
“downside covered". In the hotel 
business, for instance, we have to ^ 
m a in ta i n a building with comfortable 
beds in it and food ready to feed 
guests. We have to advertise our ser- 
vices in order to obtain those guests. 

Can you imagine what the estate, 
agent’s reaction would have been had 
I included on his bill an extra fiver 
“for advertising"? 

SBARRACLOUGH 

Keswick, 

Cumbria 

Diversification 

COMMERCIAL incongruity is rife. 
Sainsbury s is a bank. Boots is a 
sandwich bar, and God knows what 
those pop-record people Virgin 
aren’t into. But can anybody beat 
this flyer that came through my let- 
ter box today: “Thames Water cus- 
tomers can now get cheaper gas 
from London Electricity." I feci 
faint. 

DAVID GIBBS 

London SIV4 ffc 
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At last, the tobacco industry admits the link it has always denied 



MILES 

KINGTON 


I LEARN from inside sources that in the 
course of the next year the tobacco indus- 
try has decided to come clean. 

Yes, the tobacco industry has finally 
agreed to admit something that it has nev- 
er admitted before. 

It has finally agreed to admit that there 
is a link -let me spell this out dearly -that 
there is aDEFINITE PROVEN UNK be- 
tween tobacco and smoking. 

“Fbr years tbe tobacco industry has dd- 
tried that there is any link between cigarettes 
and smoking," says Adrian Wardour-Street, 
the PR man who is spearheading the cam- 
paign to admit the link without seeming to 
do so. ‘And we were quite right so to re^e! 
Oh, yes, there was plenty of anecdotal ev- 
idence to link tobacco and smoking, but we 
could never find the ultimate proof, the un- 
shakeablc, 100 per cent evidence that 
there was a direct link between tobacco and 
smoking.” 


But surely there could never be any 
doubt, could there? Why else would peo- 
ple buy tobacco in tbe shape of dgarettes 
except to smoke it? 

“Iforbiradreds of reasons,” says Adrian. 
“To look glamorous, lb offer to other peo- 
ple. lb barter at the end of World WhrTfro. 
To throw to people in Third World coun- 
tries. lb use as stakes in fiiendfycaxd games. 
Tb leave them as tips, lb imitate Humphrey 
Bogart lb put behind your ear...” 

OK, OIL And then to smoke ? 

“lb smoke? We never had any idea that 
people were smoking the cigarettes as weli,” 
says Adriam looking shocked. “I mean, we 
were just selling toe cigarettes in a box to 
the public. What they did with them there- 
after was up to them. We certainly never 
recommended that they be smoked. If you 
look at a packet of cigarettes of any era, 
you will not find any instructions for smok- 
ing on the side. I mean, when did you ever 


buy a packet of dgarettes where it said on 
tbe side. Instructions for smoking- With- 
draw First Cigarette From Pack, Put In 
Mouth, Light Far End’?" . 

What he said was true. I do not thmk I 
have ever seen a packet of cigarettes 
which told you how to smoke them. 

“Exactly. So it came as a complete shock 
to us when people accused us of having a 
link with smoking. We had no idea that our' 
dgarettes were being used for smoking!” 

But if .the tobacco industry wasn’t 
geared to smoking, what on earth WAS it 
geared to? . 

“The tobacco industry? Ob, my good- 
ness, the tobacco industry has always had 
its hands full with things like sports spon- 
sorship, snooker, cricket, arts sponsorshi p , 
theatre, and so on, which isa pretty fall- 

time thing, without getting into titrngs like 


And where did the money come from 


to support all this arts and sports spon- 
sorship? 

“Oh, from the sale of cigarettes." 

Fbr smoking? 

“Certainly not! Even now, the tobacco 
industry finds it hard to believe that any- 
. one would be so foolish as to smoke ciga- 
rettes. Before smoking, dgarettes are 

dean, rolled up portions of tobacco in pris- 
tine bits of paper. That’s how we sell them. 
Buttf you smoke them, they are smelly, thqr 
are dirty, they are hot they are dangerous, 
and they cause cancer. We recommend that 
people do not smoke curettes. ” 

, So you admit the link with cancer ? 

“Oh, yes,” says Adrian Ardour-Street 
cheerfijlly, “we've always admitted that. It’s 
the link with smoking we find so hard to 
accept Anyway, I don’tsee why the tobacco 

S. dD S y ! ?? U !? °° me “ for ^ hard 

knocks. Nobody ever sues car manufac- 
turers for cansing death, even though 


Nothing, nothing at all. Esceni - 
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Scottish tremors should act 
as an early warning for Blair 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 


OF THE MANY things Tbuy Blair has to 

600 Political par- 
ses on the left of Labour isn’t one. This wasn’t 

Si “L— four P^ecessois as Labour 
Prune Ministers. The Communist Party mav 
not have had much electoral success formed 
ot this century, but well into the early Eight- 
ies it punched heavily above its weight in the 
unions and therefore In Labour’s policy mak- 
ing machinery. Tightly knit groups of politi- 
cally motivated hatchet-faced men - and, let’s 
be frank, some congenial, literate, idealistic 
and amusing men such as the communists 
Mick McGahey and Jimmy Airlie - were able 
to use their persuasive powers in drab-smoky 
rooms in seaside hotels, where union dele- 
gations met to decide how to vote at Labour 
Party conferences. Now the CP has implod- 
ed. Arthur Scaigfll’s Socialist Party is a joke. 
The Morning Star is on strike. All this is the 
enyy of some of Blair's European counterparts, 
such as Romano Pkodi and Lionel Jospin, both 
of whom faced direct electoral competition 
on the left in the elections that brought them 
to power. Here there is nowhere on the left 
to go but Labour. 

In England, at least. If you wondered what 
UK politics might be looking like if Blair was 
facing Italo-French style competition on the 
left, it's worth examining the case of Scotland. 
This week an opinion poll asked Scottish elec- 
tors how they would vote in the elections next 
year for the Scottish Parliament. It's only one 
poll, but the results were alarming for labour, 
which secured 39 points to the Scottish Na- 
tional Party’s 38 percent Given that the elec- 
tions are only 14 months away, this raises the 
once unthinkable spectre that the SNP might 
become the largest single party in the new 
Scottish Parliament 

There are lots of easy myths about the rea- 
sons for these results, the most exotic of which 
is that the whole oountiy is up in arms at the 
feet that the Scottish nationalist fflm star Sean 
Connery was not made a knight, arid that in 
the face of this provocation, the population 
is rapidly opting for independence. A second 
and related myth asserts that Scotland is sip>- 
ply a no-go area for, Blamsnvjust’-as it was' 
for Thatcherism. Those who take this latter 
view argue, for example, that the political cul- . 
ture is so different dial foe modernisers’ ditch- 
ing of tax and spend policies will never take 
north of the border, and that an SNP skill- 
fully positioned by its leader Alex Salmond 
in old Labour economic tenriloiy is merely cap- 
italising on that fact. 

The truth is more mundane and more in- 
teresting. The Scots are not voting for inde- 
pendence, nor are they in love with higher 
taxes. Instead, disappointment that the Blair 
Government has not delivered more, faster, 
on its agenda has had a much noisier effect 
in Scotland, precisely because in the SNP 


disttfectedlabaufr supporters, unlike those 
in England, do haro^nwvriieie eke to go. 
Scottish grievancesareflOt so different from 
those felt south of the border,' if perhaps a 
little magnified. They concern, for example, 
the cuts in lone pare?it benefits, and the fact 
that much of the ex&rajnaney for education 
trumpeted by ministers has been more rtum 
offset by budget cuts forced on local author- 
ities by the rigid adherence to Kenneth 
Clarke’s spending limits. 

There is, however, one big differ e n ce, and 
that has to do with timing. Gordon Brown’s 
most frequently uttered mantra has always 
been that he is not going to repeat the past 
errors of Labour governments which have 
spent first and paid latet In his Budget speech 
on Tuesday, the ChaacoQor win be able, with 
justifiable pride, to announce yet another im- 
provement in the public finances. In theory, 
he could use, for another three years, all the 
savings -such as those from the departmen- 
tal spending reviews - for further good 
housekeeping (like, say, repaying the national 
debt) and only start to release revenue, - 
whether for tax cuts or additional spending, 
much nearer the general election, when it 
really matters. It would be deeply painful but 
it could be done. But the Scottish ejections 
matter in a way that not even next year’s local 
elections or the European elections do. For 
the resultsof a huge SNP breakthrough -un- 
likely though they are -would be ugly in deed 




for the unionist (in Anglo Scottish terms) Blair 
a dministr ation. 

Now this scenario is, to put it mildly, pret- 
ty far-fetched. But it illuslrales why Scottish pol- 
itics has suddenly become, or should become, 
rather important to the English. Bar it is bound 
to fuel an already nascent debate, not just be- 
tween old and new Labour, but among mod- 
ernisers about future: strategy. One option, 
broadly, is that some more of die fruits of 
Brcfwn’s economic rigour— greater health and 
education spending and, perhaps, more redis- 
tribution through benefit increases for those for 
whom work is not necessarily the answer, such 
as poorer pensioners— should be brought for- 
ward. Another, contrasting, view is that the Gov- ■ 
eminent must not be panicked by the threat 
Of short-term unpopularity; that Tuesday’s 
budget measures - inducting welcome money 
for tone parents -not to mention the sfflkite 
fell impact of the NewDeal forthe.unemptoyed 
will b^jn to reap electoral benefits well before 
May 1999. That what is most needed isamore 
robust counter-attack on the SNP's oppor- 
tunistic exploitation of the voters’ impatience. 
That an example was set by Blair himself in 
Scotland last week when he reminded his critics 
that Labour election promises included those 
of not taxing and spending. 

This b a debate well worth having out while 
there is time. It deals with how quickly the 
electorate are entitled to feel the Govern- 
ment’s election promises are being redeemed. 
Not for the first time, today’s Scottish argu- 
ment may be tomorrow’s English one. 


The news on television presents its 
viewers with a smaller world 


Human interest stories 
are of interest to 
David Aarbnovitch too, 
but not to the exclusion 
of analysis and comment 


'ONE by one the ancient bastions falL 
Last week k was the flag on Bucking- 
ham Palace, and yesterday it became 
common knowledge that FIN'S Newsrif 
J3sn really would soon be shunted back 

to 11pm. T his rhangfi — yrtwri p teda flqii- 

pie of years back mid frustrated by the 
personal intervention of John Major - 
will apparently succeed the second 
time around because, as a senior ITV 
source said, “We will explain to the 
politicians why the move will make news 
on ITV even stronger. " I look forward 
to such an explanation, which sounds as 
improbable and self-serving as a70-year- 
old man’s attempted seduction of a 
20-year-cJd model bn the basis of her 
being able to benefit from bis long am- 
atory experience. 

No, the news on ITV will profit to 
this extent alone: at 11pm it will no 
longer have toworry about catering for 
such a large and diverse audience as tbe 
one it struggled to inform at 10; because 
they won’t be there, as sure as eggs is 
eggs. The true motive is to increase au- 
diences earlier on IT\C in particular by 
allowing adult programmes to be shown 
uninterrupted (except, of course, by tam- 
. pon and pet food ads) in the post-wa- 
tershed slot between 9 and 11. Mancty 
Pooler, managing director of the lead- 
ing media buyers Mindshare, gave the 
game away by telling tbe Guan&zn that, 
“We believe ITV can build audiences 
by moving the news. There is unilater- 
al (sic) support for this in the industry.” 

So what? Who cares if they do move 
the bloody thing? Well, a year or so ago 
I thought I didn't give two hoots, but I’ve 
changed my mind. This is partly due to 
reading an article in this week’s New 
Yorker in which the American writer 
David Remnick lamented the toss of 
good TV news is the US. They get TIN . 
over thereon cable channels, and Rem- 
nick observed that “Tb watch, say, tbe 
ITN evening news in Britain, is to get a 
glimpse of the greater world ... places 
that are nearly invisible loan American 
viewer. Moreover in Europe, from Lon- 
.don to Moscow the evening news is 
broadcast in the evening, at 8 or 9, when 
working people can actually watch it” 

But the real reason for my change of 
heart has been tbe slowly growing re- 
alisation, prompted by tbe sight of a new 
government wrestling with exceptionally 
difficult problems, and by the paucity of 
intelligent coverage of the issues, of how 
little good journalism there is in our 
country, and how we do not value what 
there is. 

When I first joined London Week- 
end TV’s cerebral current affairs show 
1 Weekend World in 1982, ITV and BBC 
news and current affairs people were the 
pampered filite of the broadcasting 
organisations. They were dever, arro- 



Trevor MacDonald can look forward to smaller audiences at Eleven 


gant, noisy, well-paid and confident 
Pleasing the audience, insofar as it as 
thought about at all, was dearly sec- 
ondary to presenting what the journal- 
ists thought were important stories or 
(more rarely) analyses on screen. Since 
that time, however a long and (I believe) 
increasingly corrosive debate has gone 
on about how to make current affair s 
more palatable to a larger audience. 

We know the drivers for this debate: 
hugely increased competition, a result- 


do we ensure," tbe Review document 

asked, “that we offer programmes which 
the market alone would never make 
YET [BBC emphasis] also remain in 
touch with the broadest of audiences?” 
Yes, indeed. How do you ensure that? 
TV at the moment is awash with docu- 
mentary series: Cutting This, Modern 
That, Inside The Other. The best of 
them are witty, revealing and provoca- 
tive. Bid they are what they are, authored 
snapshots -and that is emphatically not 


What happens when war seems imminent? 
is it really good enough to leave it all to 
‘Newsnight* to analyse what is happening? 


ing battle for ratings, pressure from ad- 
vertisers and tbe need for the BBC to 
maintain the legitimacy of the licence 
fee. So, over the years a thousand con-, 
sultandes have quizzed a zillion focus 
groupa In previous capacities, I was pre- 
sent on several occasions when the 
gloomy results were discussed, and the 
pressure was always in one direction. 
Viewers respected authority and balance, 
but what they realty, realty lusted after 
was relevance. They wanted (we were 
told) to see their own lives reflected in 
tbe stories. And they wanted good, grip- 
ping stories at that. Or, as the “BBC 
News Programme Strategy Review” re- 
ported last autumn: “They like strong 
evidence - deariy presented, human ex- 
amples or first-hand experience.” As in 
shews like Channel 4’s Cutting Edge 
documentary series, apparently. “How 


current affairs. They may well tell in- 
triguing human tales;, taking you inside 
other pe oples 1 lives, but they do not tell 
you how much of something is hap- 
pening, why it is happening, how it might 
be prevented from happening and what 
the consequences of such prevention 
might be. That is not their job. 

Meanwhile tbe programmes that 
might tell you this are being margin- 
alised, denuded of resources and con- 
fidence, ignored or gradually forced to 
adopt a more popular agenda. Many 
have tried to ensure that they tell their 
stories better, more stylishly, only to dis- 
cover that it has not been good enough. 

BBC 1, for instance, now transmits 
only one current affairs show in its 7 to 
10pm prime time schedule. Called Here 
and Now, and scheduled opposite Coro- 
nation Street , this week's edition dealt 
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with the pressures of schoolboy foot- 
ballers and conmen stealing family 
heirlooms. The flagship. Panorama, 
moved fast year from 930 to 1 0pm and 
lost over 20 per cent of its audience. It 
now follows Pleasure Beach, yet anoth- 
er prime time docusoap. On ITV we can 
expect World In Action to disappear 
soon, and to be replaced by something 
in which - 1 will take a bet - “human 
interest” stories are to the fore. 

Now, 7 just love human stories. 7 
adore seeing real-life marital break-up, 
psychotic neighbours, soriopathic dri- 
vers, vexed chefs and harassed coppers. 
But what happens wfaea - as was recently 
the case - war seems imminent? Whs it 
really good enough to leave it all to 
Newsnight to anatyse what was hap- 
pening, and what the options were? 

Look at this week's Radio Times for 
an illustration of what I mean. There 
were several programmes about child- 
care on the BBC this week. One (made 
by my partner, as it happens) was ariex- 
am matron of (he quality of childcare in 
Britain. The others were: “Four couples 
teO the truestoiy of shopping, sleepless 
nights and lack of sex” and “Four 
women in tbeir mid-thirties (two of them 
high-fliers) are expecting a baby.” Guess 
which two ibe Radio Times highlighted 
in its Choice column. 

So it’s time for the pendulum to swing 
the other way. Wfe need a tad lessKfestyle 
stuff, a teeny shift from the undoubted 
pleasures of voyeurism, a soup^on less ob- 
servation, and a bit more robust, lucid, 
intelligent, analytical, honest, confident 
and weD-resourced news and current af- 
faire in our prime time TV schedules. Or ■ 
do we want the world to become “near- 
ly invisible” to the British people too? 


Richard and Judy commandeer the deck of our refitted vessel 



ANDREW 

MARR 


Rack on board, the 
Editor in Chief of 

The Independent, 
answers those 
niggling questions 

that every° ne * s 

asking 


IT’S GOOD to be home. For those 
readers who hadn’t noticed, I have 
been “resting” (in the actors’ sense) 
for the past few weeks. Well, all right 
then, I was fired. Many of you wrote 
to me to co mmis erate afterwards and 
not a few expressed a sense of baf- 
flement about just what was going on 
and why, and what might happen next. 

But, while a believer in openness, 
.1 don’t want to regurgitate past argu- 
ments. It would be messy, insanitary 
and undignified. Much more impor- 
tant, there was a happy ending, which 
is rare in journalism- So I have decided 
to regard my head-first plunge from 
Canary Wharf Tbwer as a minor if 
spectaailar diversion in the middle of 
the Independent drama - window left 
accidentally open - executive foot in 
the wrong place - dozy editor irtys over 
it -flails -disappears -huge amuse- 
ment all round — curtain - time for an 

ice-cream before the next act. 

The Independent , however, has a 
reputation for being frank with its 
readers so here are my answers to 
some, at least, of the questions that 
have been fired af us since the change 
of ownership on Wednesday. 

Why have yon returned? 

Fust, because I was asked to. Second, 
because the new owners want to take 
the paper in the right direction. The 
shorthand term for that is “upmar- 
ket" but a combination of words such 
as intelligent, serious, authoritative and 
literate gives a more accurate sense of 
what we mean by that We don’t 
mean turgid or Whitehall-obsessive: 
these days, serious coverage must in- 
clude a lot of culture, science, tech- 
nology and so on. Nothing is out of 
bounds. We can write about tbe Iran- 
ian economy or what Vfeiye wear on 
their feet. The question is: bow good, 
interesting and weU-infbrmed is the 

"ISL Boycott and 1 have been 

told, in simple terms, to make the pa- 
ner steadily more intelligent and se- 
rious. During an era when most 


papers are dumbing down, it came as 
an unusual and exhflaiating instruc- 
tion. Further, we have been given 
some money to spend on journalists 
- another happy surprise. The Inde- 
pendent will never be a fat-cat paper 
(in your dreams, Marr) but now we 
have the tools and ownership to do 
the job. Who, with a spark of imag- 
ination, could resist? 

Hmm. You’ve mentioned Rosie Boy- 
cott ... 

Yes, and before you start, we get on 
well and are both determined to car- 
ry on doing so. We are very different 
types, interested in different things, 
with different histories, prejudices 
and talents. But we both think we can 
make a better paper together than ei- 
ther of us could (to separately. Fleet 
Street lore says that authority cannot 
be shared in a newspaper - that it’s 


as equals, sharing ideas about bow to 
improve the whole paper. 

Will you change the editorial line of 
the paper, including the cannabis 
campaign? 

The values of the paper are at its heart. 
We are a liberal, pro-political re- 
form, pro-Earopean paper, with 
friends in all parties and signed up to 
none. None of that is going to change 
a jot. The cannabis campaign was al- 
ways an Independent on Sunday one, 
conducted vigorously, which is chang- 
ing the terms of debate throughout tbe 
country. Rosie and I don’t wholly agree 
about cannabis, though I do think it 
should be legalised for medical use but 
theloS will cany on what it started. 
Are you going to go back to the pre- 
vious design? 

No. In different circumstances, it 
would have worked. A tot of readers 


Fleet Street lore says that authority cannot 
be shared in a newspaper — that it needs a 
single cap’n to see it through. We disagree 


Kke some kind of storm-tossed ship 
needing a single bawling cap'n with a 
peg leg to make it through. We dis- 
agree. We intend The Independent to 
be an open, comradely and free- 
thinking organisation, without two 
loud and contending egos struggling 
with cutlasses on a slippery quarter- 
deck. But those members of staff who 
have taken to referring to us as 
■ Richard and Judy had better watch 
their step. 

Bat who win do what? 

In day to day terms, I set the editor- 
ial polity in the “leaders’* and over- 
see the comment pages, seven days a 
week: Rosie does the rest. But there 
isi’t going to be a sharply divided pa- 
per, with two different characters do- 
ing different bits. WeH work together 


liked it, some loathed it. One day, 
maybe, lots of newspapers will look 
that way. But you can’t keep zig-zag- 
ging back and forth. The paper's de- 
sign is now going to gently evolve in 
a direction we think you trill approve 
of (if you notice it - newspaper design 
is, I know, something of vast interest 
to editors and vastly less interest to 
most readers). 

But don’t you have a big- stick pro- 
prietor; now; in Tony O’Reilly? 

Tve worked with him as commenta- 
tor and editor for three or four years 
and he has never once tried to influ- 
ence the policy of this paper. He is oo 
Rupert Murdoch. He likes journalists 
and journalism of quality, and ex- 
presses cheerfully earthy contempt for 
proprietors who try to stifle editorial 


freedom. He’s also appointed people 
to the board of our company, like Chris 
Patten and Baroness (Helena) 
Kennedy, who are known as tough - 
minded and independent types. Which 
you wouldn't do if you wanted to un- 
dermine the paper’s freedom. Would 
you? 

Aren’t you still, though, bound to be 
squeezed to death by the price war? 
It doesn’t help- The whole broadsheet 
market has been distorted by Mur- 
doch’s predatoiy pricing and con- 
tinues to be so. But I sniff a change 
in the weather. The House of Lords 
amendment to the Competition Bill 
which deals with this was passed 
against the wishes of tbe Government 
after an excellent and heated debate. 
Then came the great HarperCollins 
affair - though Chris fatten had 
agreed to serve ou our new board be- 
fore that - and the row over the 
Times ’s China coverage. As a result, 
in the Commons, more and more 
MPs on both sides have finally de- 
cided that Murdoch’s unfair tactics 
must somehow be confronted. I 
hope and believe that a useful com- 
promise offer will come from the 
Government, as a result. This is a 
good time for The Independent to be 
back in fighting form. 

Have yon learnt anything from your 
dismissal? 

Yes. First, Tve got more friends than 
I thought I had. Second, my children's 
names. 

Are you going to carry on writing like 
a tow-rent Miles Kington? 

No. Sony. I will be back to writing 
straight stuff more or less immedi- 
ately. 

Well, that’s dear enough- Now don’t 
you think we’ve heard enough about 
you, and the papa; for a while? 

Yes. Yes. Quite right. Sorry. 

Stop apologising 
Sony. 

Pandora's dtdfy diary, The Bax, can be 
found in Us new hornet on page 5. 


Bayushes life 
chances... 



These are the life chances of Bayushe 
and other children like her in Ethiopia: 

Living until the age of five; 82 % 

Receiving proper healthcare: 46 % 

Having dean water to drink: 25 % 

Being able to go to school: 19 % 

At World Vision, we believe these odds are simply 
unacceptable. You can help us improve them. 

Sponsor a child like Bayushe, and you'll enable us to 
bring about real and lasting change through vital 
development work in her community, making it a 
healthier, happier place to grow up in. 

Please give a child a better chance in life. 

For a Child Sponsorship information pock, call 

0800 50 10 10 


Pknse send me a Child Sponsorship information pack, j 
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Julian Simon will go down in 
history as the man who bet Paul 
Ehrlich, the famous author of 
The Population Bomb (1968), 
that the price of a basket of met: 
als would go down between 
1980 and 1990, and not up as 
those he characterised as doom- 
mongers predicted. He worn 
and the neo-Malthusians nev- 
er forgave him. While they were 
right to point out that the wager 
hardly measured the condition 
of mankind, his forthrightness 
in making it was breathtaking. • 
Simon had asserted that re- 
sources tend not to become 
scarce through overuse and any 
threat that they might merely 
hastens their replacement by 
better products Never one to 
allow a sensible argument to get 
lonely for the absence of a more, 
outrageous assertion to stand in 
its support, he supposed that 
mineral mining on the moon, 
would be in place before prices 
sky-rocketed In a voice which 
rapidly alternated between 


He was well-placed to do so* 
because he understood that 
the conservationists were most- 
ly working well beyond their real 
competence and bad strayed 
into an area he. understood 
better than -they: numbers. He 
did not need to be a biologist 
or a demographer to point to 
the evidence that helping fam- 
ilies become Ticher was as quick 
a way to reduce their fertility as 
any. FUsworkoathe subject fast 
appeared with his paper TheEf- 
fects of Income on Fertility, pub- 
lished in 1974 whilst he was at 
the University of Illinois.. 

At Maryland, in die post he 
held until his death, he -devel- 
oped these lines of argument in 
The Ultimate Resource (1981, 
-updated' in 1996) and they en- - 


he adored displaying the .obvious 
co mmons e nsical basis of an op- 
ponent's position, and then 
kno cking it all around his room. 

Simon was the Professor of 
Business Administration at 
Maryland University outside 
Washington from 1983. Beyond 
bird-watching whilst he wrote 
and read in most weathers out- 
doors, be had no pretensions to • 
academic experience in biolo- 
gy. What made him unique, 
valuable and loathed was that 
he took the battle over popu- 
lation and resources issues line 
for line, graph for graph, into 
the opposing camp. He was a 
siadsdcan who loved to.point out 
that graphs seldom go in one di- . 
rection for ever and that the new 
orthodoxies were highly selective 
in their use of the evidence. 

As the Club of Rome sLzm- 
its to Growth (1972) spawned the 
Global 2000 Repeat to the .US 
President (1980), and the pop- 
ulation control movement's old 
agenda tallied with the new efr - 
vironmental and conservation 
agendas, it was Simon who pro- 
duced, not cautionary caveats, 
but a mirror image to the new 
visions of scarcity and pollution. 



Simon: outrageous 

d eared him to the massive fig- 
ure of Herman Kahn, a if the 
Hudson Institute, with, whom he . 
edited a big volume of dotnn- 
b listing papers by many hands. 
The Resourceful Earth (1984). 
The ‘support erf Norman Macrae 
at the Economist helped these 
ideas get a hearing in' the UK,- 
but they remained deeply dis- 
trusted by most of the media. 

Simon was never content 
just to point out the weakness- 
es in the doo rasters' aumbef- 
rninching . But he was saved 
from a pnxely contrarian posi- 
tion by his messianic desire to 
explain how population neces- 
atywas the mother of economic 
antisocial invention, fo press- 
ing this argument to breaking 
point, he was truly original. . 

His pronouncements on the 
ingenuity .of mankind in- the face 


of rising human numbers were 
seldom fresh 'ins i ghts Peter 

- Bauer, for instance, had been 
saying much the same sort of 
thing about resource econom- 
ics for years. John Maddox had 
excoriated the Doomsday Syn- 
drome in his book of that title 
m 1972. The Danish agronomist 
Esther Boserup had declared in 
the 1960s that even primitive 
' fanners often respond quickly to 
the need.to feed more people. Si- 
mon’s importance in thk debate 
was in TTia>r Hg his ideas fa- 
mous at a time when fash ion 
wak running all the other way. 

He loved to point out how 
the Low Countries of the 17th 
century or the Japan of foe 20th 1 
had grown rich through a com- 
bination of a lack of resources 
and the presence of a well-, but 
not. over-, managed market.. 
Large populations, he said, 
could only be held back from 
economic' growth by perverse 
governments. Above all, he 
propounded tirelessly die view 
that more babies meant more 
brains. One of his last pieces of 
writing was for Wired magazine 
in January, in which he cele- * 

- brated what he took to be the 
vast increase in -shared knowl- 
edge which information tech- 
nologies were bringing to the 
world. One of his last pieces of 
research insisted that amongst . 
almost every class and type of 
American, education levels 
were dang fast. It was a sign that 
the debate Ik did so ranch to en- 
ergise is beco ming more main- 
stream that Wired wfote an 
admiring profile of him, and 

' that the makers of last year’s 
lively Channel Four' series, 
Against Nature, found him a' 
valuable source of ideas. 

Julian Simon was of a castof 
mind not modi seen on this side 
of the Atlantic. He was a free- 1 
market man in economics and 

fl I ihertnrfam in pnlilis His first 

book. How to Start and Operate 
a Mail-Order Business (1965) still 
sells and was based on his own 
commercial activities in the 
1950& Hii first degree at Har- 
vard in 1953 was in experi- 
mental psychology and his PhD 
at the University of Chicago was 
m Business Economics. He was 


in advertising for several years. 
He believed that the'most 'fun- 
damental freedom was that of 
individual choice.. So it was 
natural perhaps, when he 
turned to larger themes, that 
whilst he argued that gang 
.populations of humans pro- 
duced more sources of innova- 
tion and .'wealth than new 
problems, he disliked the anti- 
abortion movement as much as 
he excoriated anything like 
state compulsion in birth con- 
trol programmes. 

Much the same impulses 
marie him a tir'd CSS /rampaign - 


on behalf of me kn™mml eco- 
nomic advantages that immi- 
grants bring fo any society. . - 

Simon suffered for’ marry 
years with bouts of depression 
and he wrote Good Mood: die 
tie# psychobgf of overcoming de- 
pression (1993) pn his. notions 

ahmit Tattling against tjn» Blade 

Dog. hr the foreword to another 
book, he described how work- 
ing on his upbeat themes about 
the human condition had 
helped him in- recent years. 

Julian Sin) on did not attend 
synagogue, but he and his fam- 
ily made a point of keeping tbe 

Sflfrhartij rTiq-ing q/ Vni-h Hf> rlirl nn 

work. Even a short time spent 
with him was giddy and uplift- 
ing. Although engaged in heat- 
ed debate, he never publicfy 
dipped info the personal abuse 
some of his opponents used 
agamgf him Tf igga iH thyt 
embittered fpr being so widely 
disliked far views be thought at 
least deserved recognition for 
being humane, and it is at least 
odd that his formal academic 
field should be so different 
from the Cornucopianism for 
which his name, is likely to be 
remembered. 

-hi chard D. North 


JuSan Lincoln Simon, economet bom 
Newark, New Jersey 12 February 
1932; Professor of Economics and. 
of Business Adn rn htradon, Umver- 
dty uf lBnois 1969-83; Professor of 
■Business Administration, University 
of Maryland, Washington DC I983-. 
98;' married 1961 (two .sons,' one 
daughter); died Chevy Chase, Mary- 
land 8 February 1998 


Patriarch Karekin 
Kazan jian 


Patriarch Karekin H was for 
□early eight years the spiritual ' 
leader of Turkey’s much-de- 
pleted Armenian community.. 
Now numbering some 60,000, it 
is the largest Christian minor- 
ity in the country. 

Although the Armenian Pa- 
triarchate was founded in the city 
back in 1461, the Istanbul area 
is the last remaining place in to 1 
day's Turkey with an Armenian 
population. The executions and 
forced expulsions of the entire 
Armenian population of Ana- 
tolia between 1894 and 19 15 saw 
the deaths of more than one mil- - 
lion Armenians. This legacy still 
hangs heavily over the Patriar- 
chate in the Kurakapi district of 
Istanbul, from where Karekm led 
his flock. 

As patriarch, he had the 
difficult task or negotiating with 
the Turkish authorities over 
the church’s rights while at the 
same time having to seek pro- 
tection from them against at- . 
tacks on the church by Islamic 
extremists. The government 
maintains strict restrictions on 
the church’s activities, as it 
does of all Christian churches. 
It dosed the Holy Cross Ar- 
menian seminary in 1971 and re- 
fuses to allow the rebuilding of. 
church premises. In 1995 it- 
banned lay delegates from par- 
ticipating in elections for a new 


Catboliccp in Armenia. Last De- 
cember it ordered the Patriar- 
chate to .disband its council of 
lay advisers. Meanwhile, Is- 
lamic extremists have attacked 
the Patriarchate and a number 
of churches in the past few 
years. Such a predicament called 
for firmness and diplomacy. . 

Karekin was -born Bedros 
Kazanjian in Istanbul in'1927,- 
and received his elementary 
ed. Cation at Armenian schools 
iq the city before being sent to 
Jerusalem at the age of -13 to 
prepare for religious ministry at 
St James’s seminary- in 1945 he 
was ordained deacon and in 
1950 a celibate priest. While 
preparing for ordination he 
taught in a number of schools. 

At the invitation of the then • 
Patriarch,- Karekin Khacha- 
daurian, he returned to Istan- 
bul in December 1951 to help 
establish a seminary for the Pa- 
triarchate: While plans were tak- 
ing shape- he taught at two 
Armenian, secondary schools 
and served as a teacher and 
principal at the Patriarchate's 
dergy school. Hie Holy Cross 
Seminary was finally opened m 
Uskudar in January 1954 and 
Karekin became dean. From 
1957 to 1959 he served as an 
NCO in the Turkish armed 
forces before being sent to (he 
United States to become priest 



Kazanjian: defended the Armenian, community in Turkey 


ofan Armenian parish in Wash- 
ington DC 

Tn November 1966 he was ■ 
consecrated bishop by the head 
of the worldwide Armenian 
Church, Catholicos Vazgen, 
and was appointed Patriarchal . 
Legate to die Ear East Later, 
he was elected Primate of the 
Armenian Diocese of Au stralia 
and New Zealand. In 1980, he 
returned, to- Jerusalem and . 
served, as the Grand Sacristan 
of the Patriarchate, the second • 
in command, also serving as ad- 
ministrator of St James’s Sem- - 
inary. Karekm was elected 83rd 
Patriarch of Istanbul in Sep- 
tember 1990 on the death of Pa- . 
triarch Shnork Kaloustian. 

While much of his ministry' 
was spent in the diaspora away 
from the restrictive conditions of 
hb homeland, Karekin freed his 


greatest challenges on returning 
home as patriarch. But he soc- 

rt*ggfn|ly flrimmk rffiwH tfw» affairs 

of the P&marcfaate in Istanbul 
under very difficult circum- 
stances. During his tenure,. be 
was able to develop working re- 
lations with the Turkish gov- 
ernment and defend, as much as 
possible, the rights of the Ar- 
menian community in Tlirkey. 
While not a charismatic figure, 
he was liked and respected by the 
local Armenian community. 

• Fefix.Corley 


Bedros Kazanjian ■ (Patriarch 
Karekin), priest bom Istanbul 18 
May 1927; ordakted deacon 1945, 
priest 195(7; Primate of Australia and 
New Zealand 196641; Grand Sac- 
ristan, Jerusalem 1981-90; 83rd 
Patriarch of Istanbul 1990-98; (Bed 
Istanbul 10 March 1998. 
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Ben Bowden 


Ben Bowden was an ambitious 
and. talented industrial design- 
er. In 1946, he was the proud fa- 
ther of two of Britain’s most 
talked -about new vehicles. Iron- 
ically, one was the fastest on. the 
streets, tte other w dew it bare- 
ty matte it off the drawing board. 

Daring the Second Vfforid 
War Bowden met Donald 
Healey when -they worked to- 
gether at Humber, designing ar- 
moured 'vehicles. Healey, an 
extrovert racing’ driver and 
sports car guru, forecast massive 
post-war demand for fast cars. 
So, with their colleague Achille 
Sampietro engineering the 
chassis, and Bowden’s excellent 
design eye. he .created the 
Healey 2.4- so-called because 
of its 2.4-litre Riley engine. 

Bowden imtiaQy drew the 
sweeping, aerodynamic lines 
of the 2-4 on the wall of his 
- Coventry house before turning 
thp.m mtn foil-scale plans and. 
with- government permission, 
the car went into production in 
an old aircraft hangar at War- 
wick. Its advanced features in- 
cluded lightweight aluminium 
bodywork, plastic windows and 
headlamps concealed behind 
streamlined flaps. 

. Healey hit the headlines, in 
1947 by winding a 2.4 up to 
lllmph on the Jabbeke High- 
way in Belgium, sod winning the 
Alpine Rally. It was something 
Britain could be proud of in a 


gloomy post-war world - its first 
post-war lOOroph production 
car— even if the £2,723 price for 
the saloon made it strictly a rich 
man’s pleasure. 

Yet Bowden’s driving pas- 
sion lay in his attempts to rev- 
olutionise the proletarian push 
bike, and at the flag-waving 1946 
“Britain Can Make It” exhibi- 
tion at the Victoria & Albert Mu- 
seum^ the public were amazed 
at his “Bicycle of the Future”. 

Although Bowden claimed 
in his patent that his main in- 
tention was to “provide im- 
provement of aesthetic and 
practical character” in pedal cy- 
cles, it was a radical departure 
in construction terms. Instead 
of a framework of wdded tubes, 
it consisted of two, mirror-im- 
age pressed-steel halves joined 
together to fonn - a hollow 
“body", with a fully enclosed 
front mudguar d. Its sculpted 
curves recalled tire 1930s Amer- 
ican streamlining craze, but the 
bike contained innovations like 
drive from pedals to rear wheel 
by steel shaft instead of chain; 
this meant the rear wheel could 
be removed simply by pulling 
out its spindle. 

There was suspension for the 


proved too set in their tyre 
trades to put Bowden’s revolu- 
tionary bike into production, 
however. A plan to manufacture 
it in South Africa came to 

nought and, in frustration, he left 

for (he United States in 1949. 

It wasn’t until 1960 that 
Bowden’s bicyde went into pro- 
duction there, christened the 
Spacelander and built in glass 
fibre by his own company. 
There was a choice of seven 
colours including pink, but the 
shaft drive was replaced by a 
conventional chain. 

Advertised as a plaything for 
“youthful persons of all ages”, 
the Bowden now looked some- 
what dated, and only 522 had 
been made when the parent 
company went bust. 

Now highly prized and worth 
over £6,000 each, they are also 
rare: when one was selected for 
the Royal. College of Art’s 
“Make or Break” show in 1986, 
Paul Clark of Brighton Uni- 
versity had to make a replica 
guided only by photos. 

Pressed-steel frames were 
later adopted by Italy’s Vfespa for 
scooters and Japan's Honda for 
inopeds, contributing to the 
huge world-wide boom in cheap. 


gingering from the Regent Street 
Polytechnic and worked as a de- - 

si gner in car bodybuilding. 

By the cad of the 1930s he 
was chief body engineer at the 
Rnotes Groups Humber faetoiy 
in Coventry. The London stu- 
dios of the industrial designer 
Raymond Loewy were often 
consulted when Humber cars 
were restyled, and this rela- 
tionship inspired Bowden, with 
a partner. John Alien, to es- 
tablish his own industrial design 
company* in Lcaminglun Spa, a 
picturesque stone’s throw from 
the car industry’s West Midlands 
heartland. It was one of the first 
companies of its type in Britain. 

Allen-Bowden designed 
everything from forklift trucks 
to Avery scales. In 1948 Bow- 
den became a member of the ^ 
Society of Industrial Artists. 

After emigrating to the US, 

Ben Bowden enjoyed a wide- . 
ranging career as a freelance 
product designer, at one time 
developing an ingenious mod- 
ular construction method for the 
Wiltys Jeep. Somehow, though, 
he never got over the commer- 
cial failure of his bicycle. He 
spent his final years in retire- 
ment in Florida. . 


frontforfcandharteri^hidden * mass-produced -motofcycies^ . GBfcs Chapman 

. inside tbejinke’s frame powered throughout the 1950s and 1960s. 


lights, a horn, even a bunt-in ra- 
dio. A locker under the seat 
concealed a pump and tools. 
British bike manufacturers 


Bowdefi dh^bom in North 
Kensington in 1906 and, despite 
music training as a violinist at 
the Guildhall, graduated in en- 


Benjamin George fiAwfelilhdtistriaf 
designer bom London 3 June 1906; 
married (four children); died Lake 
Wsrth, Florida 6 March 1998 


Edith Rudinger 


Edith Rudinger was one of the 
pioneers of the approachable, 
accurate and rigorously verified 
consumer information that gave 
Which? and its publications 
-great success and a reputation 
for independence. 

She joined the fledgling 
Consumes’ Association in 1957 
as Secretary to the Council of 
Management, helped to choose 
the' first director, and settled 
into a career that involved many 
jobs until she retired in 1988. It 
was as the Editor of Consumer 
Publications, the Association's 
book publishing activity, from 
1962, that she set her stamp of 
high standards and integrity 
on practical information to help 
lay readers cope with those 
-hurdles of life which are often, 
and mystityingty, the province 
of professionals who hold all the 
cards of knowledge. 

Her approach was idiosyn- 
cratic, She commissioned each 
bookfrom ah “expert” but she 
regarded the manuscript as a 
jumping-off point. Drafts were 
sent out to consultants, and then 
the book was reworked word by 
word and sentence by sentence, 
incorporating information pro- 
vided by the consultants, hunt- 


ing down more if necessary, so 
that the end result was a book 
that combined information 
without ambiguity. Nothing was 
allowed to go in that did not 
meet her severe standards. 

Her first collaboration was 
with a young lawyer then work- 
ing for the Inland Revenue, 
David Tench (who later joined 
the Association as its eneigetic 
campaigning legal adviser). The 
Law for Consumers (1962), and 
7 Tie Law for Motorists (1963) 
were the first titles. They were 
followed by Wills and Probate 
(1967), The Legal Side of Buy- 
ing a House (1965) and What to 
Do When Someone Dies (1969); 
all approachable, all appreciated 
and therefore best-sellers. 
These last three are stOL, in their 
constantly up-dated versions, 
staple reference books. 

Edith Rudinger came to 
England from Czechoslovakia 
in 1939 as a child refugee, un- 
der the auspices of the Quak- 
er Society of Friends. A degree 
in philosophy at St Andrews, 
marriage to Hugh Gray in 1954, 
a career at the Consumers’ As- 
sociation lasting over 30 years, 
a law degree in 1978, followed 
tty a diploma in c riminal law, 


and three years working for a 
degree in Opera Studies until 
her last illness, provide only a 
glimpse of her sparkle, vivaci- 
ty, wisdom and erudition. 

Conversation with her was 
fa urinating She managed to at- 
tend almost every interesting 
opera, play, conceit and exhibi- 
tion. When Hugh became 
Labour MP for Yarmouth in 
1966, they bought a cottage 
there and she gave trim every sup- 
port She loved Vbnke and they 
had an apartment there which 
they visited as often as possible. 
In retirement, when Hugh was 
International Secretary of the 
Theosophies] Society, they made 
awinterviat to India every year. 

Her health often caused her 
modi discomfort; but she never 
complained or showed self pity; 
sometimes in severe p ain she 
would dose her office door and 
lie down on the floor, only to get 
up again in half an hour with ap- 
parently renewed energy. Often 
first in the office and last to leave 
when a deadline demanded it, 
her energy was astonishing. 

It may seem inconguous that 
someone so cosmopolitan and so 

lithe concerned with the preoc- 

cqpaiionsofocBisumerism should 



Rudinger: severe standards 


have established the stable of 
practical books that characterise 
the Which? publications. Yet it is 
typical of Edith Rudinger s gen- 
erosity of spirit that she wanted 
to demystify formidable subjects 
for unfonnidable people so that 
they coukl meet on reliably equal 
terms. She, such a joyous 
searcher after knowledge, main- 
tained that approachable infor- 
mation gave people the power 
they needed to take control of 
situations that affected their 
lives. Herjobwasto do the work 
that made knowledge accessible. 

Rosemary McRobert 

fairs editor bom Vienna 2 March 
1925; married 1954 Hugh Graded 
tendon 28 February 1998. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
&. DEATHS / 

DEATHS 

MITCHELL: Malcolm 1926-1998. 
Musician, composer, co-founder 
MMA/HP: ICM. Loving and adored 

frmhanri. falhfr anrigr atvifariw^- On 
9 March peacefully, after bravely and 


In tribute, donations to St 903fied’s 
Hospice, oo Rcvnatds, Funeral CH- 
iccioiOl High StKeuBognor Reg- 
is. Wad Sussex P021 1RR . 

MORROCCO: At NmciwQs HosqataL 
Dundee onThcsdoy 10 March 1998, 
Alberto Momxxxj,'RSAQ8C, Dear- 
ly beloved husband of Vera, much 
loved father of Leon, Inmie and lisa, 
a loving grandfather and dear broth- 
er of raL Funeral Service at Loag- 
fbrg&n Parish Church on Monday 16 
Modi at 1.45pm. Family flowers 
only please, but donations in DCs 
desired may be made to earner re- 
search at the church. 

For BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS, 

plan telephone 0171-393 20Q. 


Birthdays 

' Baroness Amos, former 'chief exec- 
utive,' Equal Opportunities Com- 
mission, 44; Mr Whiter Anoenberg, 
publisher aird Conner ambassador to 
Britain, 90; Lord Borne, QC former 
director-general of Fair Trading, 67; 
Mr Terence Brady, ptaywrighLuov- 
efist and actor,59; Sr Tfcrence Bums; 
permanent secretary, HM treasury, 
54; Lord Bnttenrorth, former Vicer 
Chancellor, Warwick University, SO; 
Sir Michael Checkland, former di- 
rector-general of the BBC, 62; Miss 
Lesley Collier, ballerina, 51; Mr Li- 
onel FrientLconductor, sod nmacal 
director. Nexus Opera.- 53: Mr 
Christopher Cable, actor end ballet 
dancer, 58; Sir Graham Hart, per- 
manent secretary. Department of 
Health, 58; Sir Robert Mark, former 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police, 81; Mr James Marshall MR 
57; Sir Henry Nevfle, former Lord 
Lieutenant of Lincolnshire, 78; Dr 
David Peace, glass engraver, and 
town planner, 8 j; Air Commodore 
Helen Renton, former director, 
WRAP, 67; Mr Neil Sedaka, song- 
writer and ringer, 59; Mr Jim Slater, 
author and former chairman. Staler 


Walker Securities, 69; Lord Thomas 
of Gresford QC a Recorder of the 
Crewn Court, 61; Mr Peter Viggers 
MR 60. 

Anniversaries 
Births- Dr Joseph Priestley, scien- 
tist and clergyman, 173% Charles 
Grey. Second Eart, former prime 
minister, 1764; Daniel Lambert, fat 
man wbo weighed over 52 stales (728 
lb or.330 kg), 1770; Karl Friedrich 
Scbmkd, arcb&ea and painter, 1781; 
Peroral Lowell, astronomer, 1855; 

Wolf, composer, i860; Ramon 
Sir Hugh Seymour Wilpote, novel- 
ist, 1884; Heniy Hathaway, film di- 
rector, 1898; Gauge Seferis (Giorgoa 
Styfemou Seferiades), Greek poet 
and diplomat, 1900. Deaths: Tkar 
Alexand crl! nf Piwsat , yswwirfritiflft fd, 
1881; Bexdamm Harrison, Z3rd Pics-, 
idem of the US, 1901; Major Redr 
erick George Jackson, Arctic 
explorer. 193%' Thomas (Ban) Mann, 
trade-union .leader, 1941; Angela 
Brazil, girls' school-story writer, 
1947; Winston QmrdriJl, novefist, 
1947; John MkkSetoc Muriy, xutiror, 
1957; Robert Cfecfl Rosier Mai^h- 
axn. Second Viscount (Robin Mn^i- 


am), novelist, 198L On thb day: the 
Yorkists defeated the Lancastrians at 
the Battle of Stamford,' 1470; the 
ftenriiHngnenofe were defeated at 
the Battle of Jamac, 1569; as pre- 
dicted by Halley m 1682, Halley's 
Comet came to its perihelion, 1758; 

. the planet Uranus was discovered by , 
Sir William Hesehel, 1781; Standard 
time was established in the US, 
1884; General. Roberts captured 
Bloe m fontein, South Africa, 1900; 
Aiptriawas dedared to be part of the 


was renamed “Ostmark”, 1938. To- 
day is die Feast Day of St Ansovt- 
nos, St E dphrasia or Euptaxia, St 
Gerald of Mayo, St Hektrad, St Mo- 
choemoc, & Nicephoros of Con- 
stantmopie and Semis Rpderic and 
Salomon. 

Lectures 

Victoria* Abort Museum: Wendy 
Williams, “Baroque Sculpture". 
230pm. . 

SchooT of Orien tal an d African 
Studies, London WC1: Professor 
'Andrew Harding, “Public Law vs 
Comparative Law; the match of tbe 
plat) centmy", 5 -30pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS • 
The Duka of York, Patron, Round 
Square, viritstbe Bound Square European 
Rcgoial Con&reTico at 'WdEngton Cot- 
kn<hMhow a BRbkkeUMeES- 
w ard. P atron, T he R oyal Exchange 
-Theatre Company, visits the theatre's of. . 
Eocs and attends a performance of AbL 
mal Cndbets, Marenester. The Doha of 
Gloucester, Patron, ICOMOS UK (la- 
t emad a —l - Guinea on Monuments and 
S h ak aacndaaeonfcnaccattlielUBA 
h eadq uarters. Portland Place, London 
WCL. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Rep- 
mem mo oi ng tbe Queen’s life Guard at 
Horse Guards, 11am. 


Synagogue service 

Details of synagogue services lobe 
held tomorrow zday be obtained by 
telephoning The following Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.47pm. 

***** SyntfOfuc* Oifl -343 OTP. Fed- 
wwtion of Syi ag otneai MB -282 720. 
(Mon of Uberel indlPiojiiwhij Syn»- 
goVMKam-SBB IMS. Rcfciin Synanoucs 
of Great Britain OH -349 47M. SpntfiMd 
Portupwrejewm Cnmre^tfonr «7I-M» 

W71-BI Mtt. 


CALLS TO THE BAR : h i lary te rm 199s 


Lincoln's Inn 

PewJotaeoofce^fafiBi Robqt Saab; Lit- 
tin Angela -BmfcaH; DreridsMaan Sepaiyah; 
Ejhujuu Ala Me h t a ; Rupert Omocov 
Cheat: Or Jonathan Lee Bbcfc-Brendi; 
David TOBei; Tfedt Hoc* Lee; Paler 
'JoBadanloddey, Amp Eaur aflat Ucte 
Onfaian Josepb-Njofcu; Shim Chine Ncos 
Zaiban Naas Aten; Mia Lydia Esther 
MtahiB Bun; MaRbcwStcmtae Boddamb 
Helen Baca; TaA XarfmOowdlHny, 
Ramzidah Abdul Rahman; Fadnoa fiuza 


1 lasuK Bahtin; James 

sfBL, KSfeiaSS 

M aw'iwnE . S aofao; Theresa Jrauetina H«!- 
hacFhdmahHka'Yen Won; Emily Bikha 
EBcn W xxl; David ; 

StetaaDatoCbona MebaUjan^faS 
note Lee Gfa&ffl; Stoon John Fhmde 

Rktonl Vferburtoo; Bnan MeMnrnaigli 
Le^gan; Akaander James CaindM 

Inmr Temple 

Dane Alexander Wfcot! Unretyn; EMq 


umra uevi Kagopai; Gabriele 
Stew, Andrew Cbadaa John Ytfe; JooaUsin 

Ma^^aanmQMShfeSaidouAb- 
itoi*c PTDow; Thomas Ashley Gjghlin; 
C^erino 'Bnesa Matterrim; Giuy Leo 

Gljmitar. Mareaitt Qahtiaa ante 
«^^ftto!^Patre4;JohnGQodQlt 

Middle Temple 

Yena May; Maria Ehma Ghn^ Rob;,, 

»»wS&SSSfS£S 

fbnsh^ Wauuiiao; Kata Malar Genkalha^ 

■ ? B! J«wd Azmi; Carohuc 

SaSSsSHSs 

OTmd Daniel TlwiBley; Rachel Qbchcih 


Aon Vtrymaru Andrea Ehrohcth N 
Jacuudine Anne Cuhenw IX 
wad; Lflunc Jane Phlntt-r; Bri 
ferpson: Un Man Pwhnkai 
Jjraecm; Naahah ftneKwh- Juivuli 


Gray’s Inn 



V euzBDetn Ctaididd; 
Hale; Rwline Man Sccaa. lx, 
My: Jotai Mkhaei Luck; Lin | 

Unicnu UlKMrilT. AKm. - .r 


ArnoM Jan®. 
Louha .V 



Bauuaim 
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Pension 



# costs could 
reach £11 bn 


By Lea Paterson 


THE FINANCIAL SERVICES 
watchdog yesterday revealec 
that the cost of sorting oat th< 
pensions mis-seiling scan da 
could reach £llbn - ahnosi 
three times early estimates. 

Howard Davies, head ol 
the Financial Services Au- 
thority (FSA), launched the 
at second phase of the mis-selling 
"review. So far, financial watch- 
dogs have concentrated only 
on the most urgent cases. Now 
the regulators have turned 
their attention to the less ur- 
gent cases - most of which in- 
volve the under 35s - and 
have issued a consultation pa- 
per which sets out how to take 
the process forward. 

Mr Davies reckons the sec- 
ond phase of the review will cov- 
er as many as 1.8 million 
investors - around 300,000 


more than previously thought 
Hie FSA estimates that pension 
mis-seiling could have cost 
members of this second class of 
investors between £2^50 and 
£12,000 each. 

fjp Helen Liddell, economic 

1 secretary to the Treasury, said 
she found it “alarming” that so 
many people could be affected 
by the second stage of the pen- 
sions review. 


Ms Liddell's tough approach 
to the mis-seiling scandal in re- 
cent months is believed to have 
been instrumental in spurring 


some of the less co-operative ed by extensive legal wrangling 
pcosion companies into action. • over liability. 

The financial services regu- . Under the terms of the con- 
fa tors began their review of saltation paper hunche d by 
pensions mis-seiling back in the FSA, rrim paniwc will, be 
1994 amid growing concern obliged to write to affected in- 
that investors could have been vestois and ask them to provide 
wrongly persuaded to switch some basic details about their 
from occupational pension case. Companies will also have 
schemes into personal pension tn chase investors who fail tn m~ 
plans. The regulators initially spoodand provide a preliminary 
concentrated their efforts on assessment of the extent of the 


“priority cases" - typically peo- problem by the end of March 
pte at or near retirement and io- next year, 
vestors who had died before At that point, the FSA will 
receiving recompense. 

The regulators soon realised company for completing their 
that the scope of the scandal was reviews, and win monitor 
far greater than first thought progress on a regular basis. As 
The first phase of the pensions • in the first phase of the review, 
review eventually covered companies which fall behind 
640,000 people and is likely to schedule could be “named or 
cost the pensions industry a to- shametT or may find themselves 
taj of £43bn. Phase one is facing hefty fines, lri addition, 
“now approaching completion’’, from the summer, the iegola- 
according to Mr Davies. torylxxheswiU have extra pow- 

Mr Davies plans to launch a ers to bar directors from 
multi-million pound advertising conducting business in the fi- 
campaign to raise public aware- nandal services industry, 
ness of the second and final Ibtal costs of this second 


phase of the campaign. He said 
the campaign would be paid for 
by the pensions industry “either 
on a voluntary basis or by reg- 
ulatory levy”. 

The FSA thief added that he 
hoped progress in phase two of 


phase are likely to range be- 
tween £3-8bn and £6-5bn, Mr 
Danes said. Most - if not all - 
pension companies have yet to 
make financial provisions for 
dealing with this second tranche 
of cases. 


the review would be far faster Hie industry broadly wel- 
than phase one. 'When the scan- corned FSAs move. Companies 
dal fast broke, pension com- have until 15 May to respond to 
parties initially dragged their theeonsuhation document, 
heels and progress was imped- Outlook, page 25 



Jacquetta Bath, who was persuaded to switch from her NHS pension' scheme to a private one Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


Salesman’s 

patter 

proved 

persuasive 

JACQUETTA Bath, a 33-year- 
old nurse, says she wishes 
she’d known more about pen- 
sions when she was approached 
by a salesman from a pensions 
company bade In 1988, mite 
Lea Paterson and Andrew Vain,'. 

“Someone was talking to my 
husband about a pension and 
when the salesman had fin- 
ished he turned to me and asked 
whether I had thought about 
changing schemes,” she said. 

Mrs Bath, a mother-oT-two, 
had been a member of the NHS 
scheme since 1983. At the time, 
she did not realise her employer 
contributed to her occupation- 
al pension scheme. As a result, 
she found the salesman's pat- 
ter extremely persuasive. 

‘He said his scheme was bet- 
ter and the hind would have 
grown bigger by the time I re- 
tired.” Mrs Bath remembered 
being impressed by the fact she 
could continue to contribute to 
the company's scheme if she 
took a career break and if she 
decided to change employers. 

Convinced she was doing the 
right thing, Mrs Bath switched 
into the private scheme in 1988. 
It was only a few years ago that 
she began to question the wis- 
dom of her decision. 

Her onion put her in con- 
tact with the Personal Invest- 
ment Authority, the pensions 
watchdog, which advised her to 
switch back to her occupation- 
al pension scheme. She stopped 
her payments to the company, 
and began contributing to the 
NHS scheme two years ago. 

Mrs Bath is still waiting for 
compensation. 


U 2r. 



Fighting talk as 
*GKN goes on £1 bn 
spending spree 


By Michael Harrison 

GKN, the automotive, defence 
and industrial services group, 
yesterday said it bad £lbn to 
spend on acquisitions and con- 
firmed that it has held ex- 
ploratory talks about merging its 
Westland helicopters business 
with Agusta of Italy. 

The group also said it ex- 
pected to hear by the end of the 
^nonth whether it had been se- 
lected for a £4bn contract to 
build a new generation of “bat- 
tlefield buds” for the British and 
German armies and other 
European defence forces. 

An Anglo-German consor- 
tium led hy GKN is favourite to 
win the contract in preference 
lo Team International, a rival 
consortium including Vickers 
and Ah' is of the UK and Ger- 
man and French partners. . 

CK Chow, GKhTs chief ex- 
ecutive. said the discussions 
about a helicopter merger with 
Agusta, Westland’s partner on 
the EH101 programme had 
been “preliminary". But he 
added: “Wc work well togeth- 
er and it would not be illogical 
in look at a joint relationship 
with Agusta in the future.” 

A combination of Westland 
and Agusta would create a he- 
qllicoplur group with sates of 
about £1hn, of which the UK 
company would contribute 

about two-thirds. 

Mr Chow indicated that 
GKN would concentrate on 
building up its three mam di- 
visions through organic growth 


or bolt-on acquisitions, saying 
it cooJd finance £lbn-worth of 
takeover deals without having 
to raise further equity capital. 
The three main areas in which 
it is looking for acquisitions are 
powder metallurgy, off-high- 
way vehicles products and 
aerospace structures. Last year 
GKN acquired eight busi- 
nesses at a cost of £462m, in- 
cluding Sinter Metals of the 
US. 

The order for battlefield 
taxis -or Multi-Role Armoured 
Vehicles as they are known - 
would be worth £2bn to GKN, 

which has a 50 per cent stake in 
the consortium. The British, 
Ge rman and other European 
armies have a requirement for 
7,000 vehicles with deliveries 
starting in 2004. The export po- 
tential could be the same 

a gain. 

The. winning consortium 
could form the basis for a re- 
structuring of Europe’s ntilitaxy 
vehicles industry. Mr Chow 
said Europe had 20 manufac- 
turers compared with just two 
in the US and rationalisation 
would be needed to improve its 
competitiveness. 

He was speaking as GKN 
unveiled a 12 per cent increase 
in pre-tax profits before excep- 
tional to £406m. Although the 
results were at the top end of 
expectations and were accom- 
panied by a bullish outlook, 
GKN shares slipped 17p to 
1493 as dealers sold off “export” 
Stocks in response to the 
strengthening pound. 


British Biotech suspends research director 
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By Reter Thai Larsen 

THE CITY’S confidence in 
British Biotech suffered 
another blow yesterday after 
the drugs group, which is de- 
veloping a cure for cancer, 
confirmed that it had sus- 
pended Dr Andrew Millar, its 
director of clinical research, 
“pending an investigation of 
breaches in company policy”. 

-• British Biotech shares 
closed the day down 15.5p at 
70p, a two-year low. The com- 
pany was forced to make its 
statement after the news had 
leaked out, prompting investors 
to speculate that the company’s 
clinical trials had hit problems. 

In its statement, the com- 
pany insisted that its develop- 
ment programmes were 


t. j 

•. • ••• ■ 

unaffected. Marimastat, its po- 
tential cancer cure, is current- 
ly undergoing final stage ITI 
dinical trhds while Zacutes, de- 
veloped to treat acute pancre- 
atitis, is also dose to hitting the 
market. British Biotech said it 
“continues to be encouraged by 
the progress of its clinical 
trials". 

Sources close to the com- 
pany said Dr Millar was sent 
home on "Wsdnesday ajfter it was 
alleged that he had been dis- 
cussing the company's research 
programmes with outsiders. 

The company has launched 
an investigation over the supply 
of information about British 
Biotech’s progress to investors. 
Dr Millar has been at the 
company since 1992, and bad 
regularly taken part in presen- 


tations to investors and analysts. 
The company said there was no 
evidence that Dr Millar had 
profited from inside Information. 

He is understood to have 
been unhappy at British Biotedi 
since the company made Dr 
Peder Jensen its development 
director and chief medical of- 
ficer in January. Dr Mfilar ap- 
plied for the job but was not 
selected. 

Dr Jensen sits on the main 
board and is responsible for all 
the company's research and 
clinical development. He is 
also Dr Millar’s boss. 

If Dr Millar leaves the com- 
pany, he will be the third high- 
profile departure from British 
Biotech’s senior management 
team in the post two years. Ear- 
lier Peter Lewis, the research 


director, and James Noble, the 
finance director, had resigned. 

Analysts said Dr Millar han- 
dled the company's relation- 
ships with clinical research 
laboratories. Those contacts 
will have to be rebuilt by his 
successor. 

British Biotedi has suffered 
a series of upsets in the past few 
years. In 1996s the company’s 
shares soared to 326p as it almost 
became the first bioted i com- 
pany to enter the FTSE 100 in- 
dex of leading companies. 
However, management depar- 
tures and setbacks in clinical tri- 
als dragged the shares back. 
Last month, its shares lost 30 per 
cent of their value when a 
European industry regulator 
put an application to market 
Zacutex on hold. 


Rolls-Royce and BAe 
boosted as Battle 
lifts foreign ceiling 


John Lewis staff get annual bonus 
bonanza thanks to windfall effect 


By Nigel Cope 

Oty Correspondent 


STAFF at John Lews Partner- 
ship are to eojoy their highest 
annual bonuses since the retail 
boom of the late 1980s, as the 
company announced a sharp in- 
crease in profits boosted hy the 
effects oT last year’s building 
society windfalls. 

Each of the 37,500 workers, 
from board level to the shop 
Boot; will receive a bonus of 22 
per cent of sabug; up firm 20 per 
cent last yean This equates to 
£1,760 for the poop’s shopfloor 
workers who typically earn 
around £8,000 a year and 
£62,700 for Stuart Hampson, the 
chairman, who was paid 


£285,000 last yean The bonus- 
es are the highest at John Lewis 
since the record year of 1989 
when they reached 24 per cenL 

However; the company 
wanted the retail dfmate would 
be more hostile this year with 
higher interest rates already 

itom p wiingfnnwmwHwmm H 

“Squalls rather than wzrzd&ILs 
[are] predicted for the year 
ahead," Mr Hampson said. He 
added that next week’s budget 
ought to be neutral for 
consumers for this reason. 

John Lewis’ pre-tax profits 
rose 15 per cent to £250m in the 
year to January, helped by 
strong sales of home furnish- 
ings as a result of the bmJdmg 

society bonanza. 


Pony pulls the plug on Premier 
League football sponsorship 

By Andrew Yates 


PREMIER LEAGUE football 
dubs Tbttenham Hotspur, West 
Ham and Southampton will be 
forced to look for new kit spoq- 
sots after a derision by Pony, the 
sportswear firm, to withdraw 
from the sponsorship market 
Pcntlaod, the group which owns 
the brand, has decided to exit the 
market after intense competition 
caused a rapid inflation in spon- 
sorship costs. It wfl] honour ex- 
isting contracts but win not seek 
to renew them, learns such as 
Norwich, Oldham and Hud- 
dersfield will also be affected. 

Pentland is choosing to con- 
centrate its investment on lead- 
ing brands such as Ellesse, Speedo 


and Kickers in an effort to in- 
crease margins across the group. 

The move is part of a review 
(rf the business undertaken ty An- 
drew Rubin, the new chief exec- 
utive of Pentland, wbo replaced 
his father in the rede last autumn. 

The group also announced 
a shake up of its loss malting US 
fashion footwear business. It is 
sacking 60 people and dosing 
an office in New York at a cost 
of £3.9m in an effort to guide 
the division back into profit. 
Pentland announced an 11 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£40-5m despite a disappointing 
performance at Berghaus, best 
known for its outdoor clothing, 
which suffered due to abnor- 
mally mild weather. 


By Michael Harrison 


SHARES in British Aerospace 
and Rolls-Royce rose yesterday 
after the Government con- 
firmed that it is lifting the ceil- 
ing on foreign shareholdings in 
the two companies from 29.5 
per cent to 49.5 per cent. 

However, John Battle, the 
Industry Minister, also an- 
nounced that there would be a 
new limit of 15 per cent on in- 
dividual foreign shareholdings 
in each of the companies. 

The new limits will be en- 
forced through the indefinite 
“golden share” that the Gov- 
ernment bolds in BAe and 
Rolls. 

The increase in the ceilings 
was long-awaited and followed 
an intensive lobbying campaign 
by BAe and Rolls who argued 
tbat the restriction limited the 
marketability of their shares and 
depressed their share prices. 

The request for a limit on in- 
dividual shareholdings was con- 
tained in the joint application 
put to the Department of Trade 
and Industry by the two com- 
panies in July although it is un- 
derstood that BAe would have 
preferred there to be no limits 
at all, either on overall or in- 
dividual foreign shareholdings. 

Shareholders will be asked 
to vote on the increase in the 
shareholder ceilings at the an- 
nual meetings of BAe and 
Rolls, due to held respectively 
on 29 April and 28 May. 

Mr Battle said the relaxation 
in the ceilings was “designed to 


promote the competitiveness of 
these companies by increasing 
their freedom to operate com- 
mercially in the world markets”. 

Rolls chairman, Sir Ralph 
Robins, said the changes were 
consistent with the increasing- 
ly international nature of its 
business. Three quarters of its 
sales are exports or are gener- 
ated outside the UK. 

In recent weeks both com- 
panies have been pr-’iing up 
against their 29.5 per cent ceil- 
ings in anticipation that the lim- 
its would be lined. 

The current level of foreign 
ownership in BAe is 29.14 per 
cent while Rolls is 27 per cent 
foreign owned. At privatisation 
in 1985 for BAe and 1987 for 
Rolls the limit on foreign own- 
ership was set at 15 per cent. 
It was raised to the current lev- 
el in 1989 after a number of 
forced sales after foreign 
shareholders had breached 
the limit. 

A DTI spokeswoman said 
thai to have raised the overall 
limit to 49.5 per cent but not to 
have imposed a lower ceiling on 
individual shareholdings would 
have defeated the object since 
a single foreign shareholder 
would have been able to gain 
an effective controlling share- 
holding without needing to bid 
for either company. 

Rolls shares closed 14p 
higher at 2685p on the news 
while BAe shares ended the day 
20p up at 1 935p. BAe said the 
increase in the limit would give 
it all the flexibility it needed. 
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Nasdaq and Amex 
in merger talks 


By David Usbome 

in New York 


MORE usually accustomed to 
tracking the mergers and ac- 
quisitions of the worlds’ cor- 
porations - and profiting from 
them - Wail Street found itself 
distracted by the prospect of a 
marriage altogether closer to 
home yesterday. 

Nasdaq and the American 
Stock Exchange (Ames) con- 
firmed they were in discussions 
about a merger that would bet- 
ter equip them to take on the 
might of the largest of the Wall 
Street markets, the New York 
Stock Exchange (NYSE). 

Details were not available, 
but the talks appeared to be at 
an advanced stage. Several ob- 
stacles remained, however. 
Both markets would have to 
persuade their own member- 
ships to vote in favour of the 
union. 

While a merger may offer 
logic in terms of challenging to 


the overwhelmingly dominant 
NYSE, it would also be one be- 
tween two starkly different trad- 
ing systems, histories and 
cultures. 

The Amex dates back to 
the out-door curbstone bro- 
kers of the las century and only 
moved indoors in 1921. like the 
NYSE, it still trades on a floor 
through “open-cry” auction. It 
remains best-known for energy 
stocks, although recently it has 
carved a niche in derivatives. 

Nasdaq, by contrast, is young 

and brash. Formed in 1971 by 
the National Association of Se- 
curities Dealers, it trades via a 
computer-dealer network and 
has no actual trading floor. It 
has specialised in attracting 
high technology issues like Mi- 
crosoft and Intel 

In a statement, Amex said a 
merger would “combine the 
best features of the Ames’s 
auction market with NASD’s 
electronic market”. 

In recent years, the Amex in 


particular has struggled to keep . 


en in number from 1,004, 20 
years ago, to 771 at the end of 
last year. Moreover, while the 
Amex trades an average of 24 
minion shares a day, that com- 
pares with about half a billion 
for the NYSE. 

In Us 27 years, the Nasdaq 
has grown furiously and suc- 
cessfully built its rmagp. as home 
to the hi-tech stocks. It Iras been 
wounded by regulatory prob- 
lems, however, and was forced 
in 1996 to spend $100m (£6Lm) 
in upgrading its systems after an 
investigation into possible fraud 
by its brokers. 

Even together, the Nasdaq 
and Amex will have trouble es- 
caping the NYSE's shadow. 
The combined market value of 
the companies listed with 
them, for example, would to- 
tal about $2 trillion. The 
NYSE, however, already has 
companies with valued to- 
gether at $9.4 trillion. 



The biggest; The New York Stock Exchange, whose hegemony may be challenged by a Nasdaq-Amex m ® r »® r 
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ANSWER FOR EVERTTHIN6. 
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Reuters in * 
strong denial 
of fraud claim 

REUTERS yesterday rejected 
as “completely without foun- 
dation" fraud claims made by a 
Swiss software house in a New 
York lawsuit. 

In a statement, Reuters said 
it received confirmation late cm 
Wednesday of the suit filed hy 
Afi-Media-Typlan AG in the US 
District Court against Reuters 
lid ?nd Reuters America. Inc. 

“The dispute simply involves 
the interpretation of a complex *'■ 
contractual situation, which has 
no substantive connection to 
Reuters America Inc or the 
United States,* Reuters said. 

News of the dispute comes 
just weeks after it emerged that 
a federal grand jury was inves- 
tigating whether a unit of 
Reuters had stolen information 
from Bloomberg. 

It said the dispute involves 
two Typlan contracts, one with 
Reuters Ltd, a UK corporation, 
which is governed by English 
law, and one with Reuters SA. 
a Swiss Corporation, which is 
governed by Swiss law. 
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Legal & General shares fall 
as takeover rumours denied 

Shares in Legal & General, the insurer, shed almost 3 per 
cent yesterday as the company poured cold water on recent 
takeover rumours. The stock dosed at 658.5p, 19p down on 
the day. David Prosser, chief executive, said the management 
would defend the company's independence. He added that 
Legal & General was unlikely to attract bids because of its 
high share price. The insurer reported operating profits for 
the year to December of £350rru up 211 per cent, and towards 
the top end of City expectations. The dividend per share was 
increased by 14 per cent to 12.7 pence. 

Banks ‘need 3 years for EMU’ 

The wnriif of England has made its first attempt to set out 
the implications for the retail banks of UK participation in W 1 
Emu. In its quarterly report. Practical Issues Arising from the 
Introduction of the Euro, the Bank says retail banks would need 
at least 3 years to develop systems capable of handling euro 
notes and coin. John Tbwnend, deputy director at the Bank, 
said that fund management and insurance companies, pre- 
viously chastised by the Bank for being insufficiently prepared 
for the euro, were beginning to make significant progress. 

Big Six merger approved 

The proposed merger between Big Six accounting firms Coop- 
ers & Lybrand and Race Waterhouse has been cleared by the 
^ US competition authorities - boosting the two organisations* 
hopes that the plan fo ^eate the world's largest profession- S* 
al services finnwiU soon be approved by the European Com- 
mission. The move comes just weeks after KPMG and Ernst 
& Young abandoned their plan to form an even larger prac- 
tice citing regulatory proWems as one of the reasons for not 
proceeding. 

Airbus nets $1 .8bn orders 

Airbus Industrie yesterday landed a further batch of orders 
worth $3bn (JEl.Sbn). The Belgian carrier Sabena is buying 
34 narrow-bodied A320 jets in a deal worth $1 .8bn while Swis- 
sair confirmed an order for nine of the new long-range Air- 
bus A340-600 jets valued at $ 1 Jbn. 

Rugby boost to BAA 

The Scotland-France rugby international at Murrayfidd helped 
boost passenger numbers at BAAs Edinburgh airport by 17 
per cent last month. The group, which owns Heathrow and m 
Gatwick, recorded a 6.7 per cent increase in overall traffic ” 
levels at its seven UK airports in February. The fastest growth 
was in the European charter market where passenger num- 
bers rose 12.6 per cent year-on-year. Traffic levels on North 
Atlantic routes rose 11.7 per cent 

BA challenged on route 

British Midland is to challenge British Airways monopoly over 
the Lo □don-’Warsaw route later this month. The Civil Avia- 
tion Authority has agreed to hold an expedited henr ing on - 
23 March into BWs application to start a service. BA and 
LOT the Polish airline, operate a code-share agreement and 
carve up all capacity on the route between them. 

Hollick looks to expand 

United News & Media is seeking to expand its television in- 
terests internationally, the company said yesterday after un- 
vriling a 17 per cent rise in underlying annual profit to £340J3m. 
lord Hollick, the chief executive, said United was looking to 
develop content but would also aim to take stakes overseas 
to help secure distribution for its programming. United has 
extensive interests in television, owning three of the region- 
al rrv fianchiscsplus a stake in Channel 5, the national chan- 
nel launched last March. 4P 

QPR ‘stfll in Division One’ 

Oim Wnght, chairman of Loftus Road, the parent compa- 
ny of Queens Park Rangers yesterday said he accepted that 
«oow may not be possible for QPR to win promotion to the 
Premrer League this season. The club would then face a tWrd 
aason m die Nationwide League Division One, and Zdd 
no longer have the benefit of the Premier League "paraXfc 
payment which is paid to relegated dubs for thcfSit tvJo 

SSf ,5“ ^ legation from the Premier League. The 
bene® of this payment for the full year ending 31 Mnv « 
Peoed to be in the region of £2.im. cuouls,?1 Ma > 

The rewards of success 

S^^Ssassa'. 

. Mr lw - 

Travelers into the nc ^ ^ hu ^ ( * 

feet value. Last ' ™Wfa mar- 

monls for the company” Tiavelcx’ cy^ 131 ''^ 1 " 8 aw " m P ,isl '- 
said. Hie '^ lwl ^ 1,on | a ™aiiii w 
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Meeting the costs of pension mis-selling 


As the Gwetnmi^pn^ 

a spanking newirekcboklri^^ 

icy for the nwi m>n<»nnnmi- the industry 

and its regnlafOrs are still struggling to 
come to terms with the mess left by the 
last attempt to reform the way people save 
for retirement. The Financial Services 
Authority yesterday estimated the even- 
tual costs of the pensions s e l ling fias- 
co at _a staggering £Ubn .4 more 
double previous official estimates. 
Ministers would do well to learu the 


lunate cost nnll be bom largely by those 
wbo'buy life assurance - through lower ben- 


on future ones. Ip imitua^ownedlifcajm- 
panies. the whole cost is down to policy- 
holders, srnceit is they' who own . the 
company. Even in a propr ie tary compa- 
ny, there appear to be no hard aqd fast 
rules on how the cost should be dftkfed 
between policyholders rad shareholders. 

Most companies have provided some- 
thing in their accounts against the prior- 
ity cases Mreadty settled; bnt iq heady all 



' its over 

tial part of the mischief is down to flfegov-^ 
enrmeni ' i&elf 4 and/, tfiei- dirodjr 
eDcouragemcBt^^v^ to people to 
out personal pensiora. Given this level Of 
culpability, the exchequers perhaps lucky 
that ftfs not pidong up at least a part of 
the tab. With ministers seriously consid- 
ering the idea of introducing compulsion 
into saving through stakeholder pensions 
- egged on as ever by the industry - the 
Treasury is going to find itself doubly li- 
able this time round wben it aU goes hor- 
ribly wrong. 

Fortunately the new lot in Downing * 
Street are able to blame incompetent Tbries 
for the last great foul up (step forward John 
.Major, the responsible minister at the 
DHSS when the government laimchted its 
campaign to convince us we would be bet- 
ter off with a personal pension). Equally 
fortunately lor our a>st conscious Chan- 
cellor, itis theindusby that is pjdriqgnp 
the ML 

Now for the bad bit Unfortunately, as 
far as the rest of us are concerned, the ul- 


pf the - total costs. Ube baIanoe, %e must 
risume.'is met franrithe Sfe.finkL The pre- 
sent 

theiastqfl 
Phi - 

shareholders and directors whol- 
ly liable for foe scandal. 

' T In essence, then, we end up with a tax 
to pay tbe condensation after all , albeit 
a hidden and random one. Ho. bum. 

Foreign ownership 
of Rolls and BAe 

A classic piece of Whitehall fudge was 
served up yesterday in the shape of the 

Tfli jj uri ffilingc nn fnr wgn ehiirfthrtIHinp! rn 

British Aerospace and Rolls Royce. Hav- 
ing accepted die argument that the cur- 
rent 293 per cent limit was artificially 
cBstorting flic market in the two stores, tbe 
logical course of action would have been 
to abolish the restrictions altogether.. 
This was BAe’s preferred option. How- 


ever. Rolls, for aH its muscular dedarations 
of independence, went weak at tbe knees 
at the thought of Jo hnni e Foreigner ac- 
quiring a sizeable individual stake. It 
therefore stuck out for a lower Emit on sin- 
gle foreign shareholdings. 

The upshot is that while the ceiling on 
overall foreign shareholdings has been 
raised to 493 per cent, a new 15 per cent 
limit has been introduced forindGwidual hold- 
ings. The limits are there to keep the two 
companies and their strategic defence tech- 
nologies in British hands. Anyone who 
thinks it ought to be otherwise will be met 
by Margaret Beckett waving here Special 
Share. 

; - * Do Bolls and BAe need such protec- 
tion when neither GEC nrir Vickers can 
resort to the same defence mechanism? 
BAe and Rolls might make and power the 
Tbmado but half tbe fighting kit in the land 
is armed by GEC while Vickers is the 
country's biggest, no its only, manufacturer 
of battle tanks. 

Probably not, but then BAe and Rolls 
were once owned by the Government and, 
as is so often the case; ministers cannot 
quite let go altogether. 

Even so, as time goes by it could prove 
a more and more awkward corner to fight. 
Protecting BAe from takeover, even from 
its European allies, at the same time as toy- 
ing to engineer a consolidation of Europe’s 

riefery*- and fp <tiKtfrjp s foflfrc 

wanting to have your Eurofighter and eat 
iL 

If either Rolls or BAe were ever to be 
taken over, then the bidder is much more 
likely to come from these shores. But nev- 
er say never. Jaguar thought it was invio- 


late until Ford came along waving a fin 
rl yq iift book and discovered that the 

then govennenfs golden share was made 

of a baser metal altogether. 

Tax avoidance and 
good citizenship 

Here is an interesting proposition for tbe 
Chancellor from Ernst & Young, one of 
Britain's keenest practitioners of tax plan- 
ning: abolish corporation tax. Since cor- 
porate tax is only a small fraction of the 
Government’s total tax revenues, it's 
barefly worth the bother, the extra direct 
in v e stment in the economy generated by 
atalfehing it altogether would pay back the 
exchequer in spades. And, like Pitt's dis- 
astrous tax on windows, it just encourages 

s^behaviom.Peoptebriciedtiptheirwin- 
dows so as not to pay it; companies engage 
in equivalent, wasteful, forms of tax avoid- 
ance. 

Next week’s Budget is exciting even 
more attention than usual from the ac- 
countancy profession because it is expected 
to aadc down massively on avoidance. Us- 
ing loopholes in tbe law to reduce liabil- 
ity to tax may be legal, but Gordon 
Brown, like aO Chancellors, thinks it is 
wrong. Tbe more those with resources at 
their disposal, whether companies or rich 
individuals, reduce their tax bills, the 
more the rest of us have to pay to fund the 
services provided by the government. 
What's more, it is not fair, and fairness in 
tax is a central political concern for 
Labour. 


There are, of course, practical consid- 
. erations that might limit ability to block 
clever avokfcmce schemes. Some measures 
mi ght be too expensive to administer, 05 
might damp down on completely normal 
transactions along the way. It is fair to say 
that the Inland Revenue assumes the worst 
of everybody, and they are sometimes 
wrong. 

If there is to he a clampddwn on 
avoidance then the Chancellor should be 
concentrating primarily on companies 
rather than individuals. Wh might resent 
the filthy rich gening away with clever 
schemes to pay less tax, but even if they 
all save a million or two, the amount fore- 
gone pales into insignificance compared 
to the sums by which some big companies 
manage to reduce their payments. 

In an age when transparency has be- 
come a mantra for good governance, 
multinationals are getting away with mur- 
der, aided and abetted by the accountan- 
cy profession. As governments and 
institutions progressively open themselves 
up to public scrutiny and accountability, 
the modem day corporation remains one 
erf tbe last great bastions of secrecy and ob- 
fuscation. No team of tax inspectors has 
a hope of getting to the bottom of what's 
going on in tbe affaire of those determined 
to practise rinky-dink tax avoidance. 

Finance directors tend to defend tax 
avoidance by citing a fidudaiy duty on 
behalf of shareholders to minimis e tax. 
Such arguments only encourage gov- 
ernments into anti business policies. 
Solutions are bard to find but no govern- 
ment should give up the effort to enforce 
responsible corporate citizenship. 
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Tobacco bootle gg ers Costing |CBI forges an unlikely green alliance 

millions claims Gallaher chief 


By Andrew Yates 


gallaher, the uk*s biggest 

cigarette manufacturer, with 
leading brands such as Benson 
& Hedges and Sflk Cut, yes- 
terday warned that the tobac- 
co bootlegging industry is now 
worth hundreds of millions of 
pounds a year. 

Analysts estimajBtij^ejqjkK 
s km of t 

industry tens of mSUi oils, white- 
the Government is losing up to 
£600m a year in lost, tax 
revenues. 

Gaflaber believes that boot- 
leggers importing cheap ciga- 
rettes from Continental Europe 
now account for 3 par cent of 
the whole UK market, estimat- 
ed to be worth more than £ 10 tm 
a year. The group claims that tbe 
explosion in illegal importation 
of tobacco is the main reason bo- 
hind a 4 per cent fall in the cig- 
arette market in 1997. . 

The handrailing tobacco 
market has also been dam- 
aged by illegal imports which 
now account for three quarters 
of UK consumption. Bootleg- 
gers are importing tons of to- 
bacco mainly from Belgium 
and Luxembourg 

Peter Wilson, chair m an and 
chief executive of Gallaher, 
yesterday surprisingly tacked 
the principle of a voluntary ban 
of smoking at work or in pub- 
lic places. “I think it is a mai- 
ler of common sense. If people 
can come together and make a 
decision then that it the right 
solution." 

However, Gallaher joined 
BAT in denouncing Govern- 
ment research published earli- 
er this week that passive 
smoking harms health and can 
kill. “I am saddened. This 
should be judged on science not 
emotion. They hove not estab- 
lished there is any increase in 
risk from passive smoking, 
said Mr Wilson. . 


1 By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

FORMING AN unlikely al- 
liance, the Confederation of 
British Industry and Friends of 
the Earth yesterday declared 
themselves in favour of envi- 
To anymtal taxes. Not surprise 
in^lfehe industrialists were 
mbre<caa£ifltts' than the green 

ts came just 
dAysbe&ie * Budget in which 
CSgnceBor Gordon Brown is 
further 
taxes, 
well above 
the rate of inflation, and it is 



thdught that the tax break for 
company cars will be curbed. 

In a consultation paper, 
the CBI said it had no objec- 
tion in principle to eco- taxes or 
tradable permits -a system yet 
to be tried out in Britain in 
which companies are issued 
with permits entitling them to 
spew out a certain quantity of 
pollution. 

They can then trade these 
permits between themselves 
at a price established in a free 
market Companies which fold 
it cheap and eajyi 
lutionratasettp 
winch do not' 

The CBI says any extra rev- 


enue raised by eco- taxes must 
be offset by cuts in other taxes 
on firms and households. It re- 
jects the idea that pollution tax- 
es are justified in order that 
taxes on employment and in- 
come should be cut. The prime 
reason for any eco- tax must be 
to curb a particular type of 
pollution. 

BPs chief economist. Pro- 
fessor Peter Davies, chair of the 
group which drew up the paper, 
said: 'Business wishes to play 
its part in ensuring a dean en- 
vironment as efficiently and ef-ug 
fectively as posable.” - -4 . 

Meanwhile, Fiends of tin? 
Earth unveiled radical budget 


proposals including a 9 per cent 
rise in petrol duty and a tax oq 
□ on-residential private car 
parking spaces which would 
raise £4Q0m a year. 

These and other taxes, 
along with cuts in the roads 
programme, would allow a 
big expansion in energy-saving 
measures for low-income and 
pensioner households and a 3- 
per-cent cut in employers’ 
National Insurance contribu- 
tions. 

FoEs director, Charles Se- 
sai± "This is truly tbe 
iris last chance to dc- 
06 his environmental 
promises.” 


•Sink the smugglers': Peter Wilson, chairman and CEO of GaBaher Photograph: Kristian Buus 


Gallaher, along with its main 
UK rival, Imperial Tobacco, 
faces the threat of litigation 
from lung cancer victims in the 
UK. The legal action comes in 
the wake of the US tobacco in- 
dustry's decision to arrange a 
settleme nt with m re- 

sponse to a stream of com- 
pensation claims. 


HowewCTjGallahersaidyes*- 
teniaythat the group had do in- 
tention of compensating victims 
and would contmue to fight 
them tooth and nail in' the 
courts. “We have m place mer- 
itorious defences and continue 
to have faith in tbe British jus- 
tice system. We will not be set- 
tling any cases,” Mr Wilson 


THE US TOBACCO INDUSTRY has mounted a multi- 
mini ou pound advertising campaign across America designed 
to persuade the nation that its $370bn (£225bnj compensa- 
tion settlement for cigarette victims is a fair one. Brown & 
Williamson, the American arm of BAT,- Philip Morris, RJR 
Nabisco and LoriUard, are Hooding the initiative in tbe hope 
that it will prompt the US Congress will vote through the deal. 
The move comes amid growing fears that Congress may de- 
mand harder financial penalties Grom the industry. Tbe ad- 
vertisement says that the settlement will safeguard hundreds 
of thousands of jobs and claims it is crucially important to 
the Industry and all of America. 


said. Gallaher admitted that the 
proposed European wide ban 
on advertising and sponsor- 
ship would have a big impact on 
its business. However tbe group 
is confident it can circumvent 
the ban and maintain sales by 
increasing promotions in shops 
that sell cigarettes. 

The Government is expect- 
ed to announce another rise in 
tobacco duty nest week, equiv- 
alent to around 20 p for a pack- 
et of 20 . 

If the duty is imposed in the 
next few months than fi allahw 

admits it could prove a signif- 
icant drain on profits. Howev- 
er it is hoping Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, will not choose 
to impose tbe new duty until 
December. 

Investment column, page 25 


Hambro Countrywide admits danger 


HAMBRO Countrywide yes- 
terday admitted the that deci- 
sion by Hambros pic - the 
banking group that own* i 5-per 

cent trf its shares -to distrib- 
ute its stake among it* own m- 
vestore, tod made the estate 
agency and financial services 
group a takeover target. 

H»ny Hill. Country*^ 
managing director, sa 
would give the company die 
benefit of its shares 
greater liquidity than • 

b the pasa and ptcdicied an im- 
proved share pn« f -" 01 
mancc in the short term. 

wouk!alsotoino«c^5^ 
takeovers as a 
chance in iissharebi*tog b ^ 
said there had bew*Pj 
proaches during the 
uncertainty about 
c’s future fort there hadbetm 
tthfofe that to* 


totally serious" in terms of a 

takeover attempt. 

Countrywide still harbours 
ambitions to grow its life as- 
surance business through ac- 
quisition, but Mr Hill said 
prices were currently “rather 
more than we would like to 


uoy ****** "—o — * 

rinue to be reactive on poten- 
tial buys, with none in view. 

His comments came as 
Countrywide reported record 
pre-tax profits of £52,7m for 
1997 and said it was optimistic 

about the future. 

“lb have made a million 
pounds a week is quite an 
achievement for a company 
that made a loss- only a few 

years ago," NfrJHBl^d . 

The profits for the yearrep- 

nsenfedaTl pa cent increase 
on 1996 when the group r®: 
^rted profits 

prouo said its diyidendfortiie 


year would total 3p, a rise of 50 
per cent cm 1996. 

Mr Hill said the group had 
“neither the need or desire” to 
raise any extra capital for the 
time being, although he con- 
ceded tbswraiMnow be an eas- 
ier process without Hambros as 
the dominant shareholder. 

Only 25 per cent of Coun- 
trywide’s business is now sell- 
ing houses, with half made op 
of life assurance and the re- 
maining 25 per cent its survey- 
ing services. 

Mr Hill said that as Coun- 
trywide's recently launched 


in profit, the balance' of busj- 
ness from tbe traditional estate 
agency role o f selli n g h o me swffl 
fell further. 

But despite a slight slowing 
in last quarter of 1997 Mr HSU 
said he still saw more growth 
from th e ho using market,. 


which has seen prices increase 
rapidly in certain areas no- 
tabty,London and South-east 
England over the last IS 
months. 

“We believe the housing 
market has stiU got growth to 
come,” be . said, adding that 
house sales were stiQ below tbe 
18-year average: 

Countrywide had seen the 
average price of houses it sold 
rise to more than £80,000 in 
February and Mr Hill predict- 
ed it would be above this level, 
for th e year as a whole. The av- 
erage house price in 1997 was 
up 15S per cent to £7337 6. ■ 

Mr E&H said there would be 
ahnidi broader based recovery 
in the market than in 1997, with 
London and the South East toe- 
ing some mome nt um. 

- “London mid the South- 
east wfll be a touch less fierce,” 
be said. 


Buying Time 


With new lower prices and superb higher 
specifications, there has never been a 
better time to buy a PC But don't waste 
time as the free printer offers are limited. 
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direct and buy a Time PC today! 
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Big game hunt lifts Liberty International 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


LIBERTY International, the 
South African-controlled fi- 
nancial group, jumped 28 Jp 
to a 606 p peak as die stock 
market latched on to ambi- 
tious plans which could elevate 

the shares to Footsie mem- 
bership. 

The company, it seems, is 
bunting for a significant ac- 
quisition. Last month it re- 
cruited Jim Sutcliffe, once 
tipped as a potential chief ex- 
ecutive of Prudential Corpo- 
ration, as deputy chairman. His 

brief is to develop the company 
into a major financial services 
player. 

Liberty, with a capitalisa- 
tion of £ 1 . 7 bn, needs to grow 
to more than £ 3 bn to stand any 
chance of becoming a Footsie 
constituent. 

The company, where South 
African interests have 69 per 
cent has £ 2 . 5 bn in finance 
available for acquisitions. It 
raised £ 5 27 m selling its half 
share in the then Sun Holdings 
(now Sun Life & Provincial) 
three years ago. One of its 


major assets is 71.9 per cent of 
Capital Shopping Centres, 
firm at 45 L 5 p. 

Headed by the legendary 
Donald Gordon liberty, it is 
thought likely to concentrate 
its takeover fire power on 
overseas acquisitions. It be- 
lieves prices in this country are 
too high. 

. Footsie’s four-day winning 
canter came to an end with the 
index giving u p 35 points to 
5 , 794 . 8 . An uncertain New 
York opening, profit taking 
and the sh adow of nest week’s 
Budget prompted the retreat. 
But, oace again, supporting 
shares were buoyant with the 
mid and SmallCap indices 
reaching new highs. 

British Aerospace, op 20 p 
at L 935 p, and Ro Bs-Royce, I 4 p 
to 2683 p, responded to the ex- 
pected Government decision 
to lift the restriction on foreign 
held shares from 295 per cent 
to 49.5 per cent 

National Grid, as HSBC 
appeared to reduce its 1 L 6 per 
cent stake, rose 11 . 5 p to 344 p. 


Renters, off 26 p to 638 p, 
was hitby another legal assault 
with a Swiss group registering 
a suit against the information 
group in the US. Already 
Reuters is under Investiga- 
tion in the US after rivals 
Bloomberg alleged its products 
had been improperly obtained 
and used by Reuters. The 
Swiss allegations “are com- 
pletely without foundation”, 
said the news group. 

Compass, the caterer, rose 
8 p to 938 p on its Footsie ar- 
rival and revived hopes of 
Rentokil Initial bid interest 
Relegated Dixons fell 2 ^p to 
489 p and Misys, the comput- 
er group which just missed cmt 
on Footsie membership, 
gained llZ 5 p to 2 , 727 Jp. 

Among the buoyant second 
liners Airtonrs climbed 32 Jp 
to 510 p and drugs group 
Galen added 24 p to 495 . 5 p. 
But sterling’s renewed 
strength hurt engineers with 
Glynwed International, off 
9 . 5 p to 241 . 5 p and TI 9 p to 
502 p. 


British Biotech was rav- 
aged by the suspension of An- 
drew Miller, director of 
dinical research, falling 15 Jp 
to 70 p, lowest since 1995 -- 
MTT Furniture slipped 3 . 5 p 
to 89 p. It denied reports one 
of its institutional investors, 
Schraders, had demanded a 
mee ting because of the chain’s 
dismal trading. A spokesman 
said chairman Derek Hunt 
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share price, paw 


Queens Moat 
House 
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was engaged in a range of nor- 
mal institutional meetings. 

Wembley, oh the Arsenal 
FC approach, was at one time 
up 4 Zp. The shares dosed at 
364 J 5 p, 14 p higher. On Ofex, 
Arsenal shares scored a £300 
gain to £ 2 ^ 00 . 

Molin, the cigarette ma- 
chinery group, produced loss- 
es and another warning falling 
20 pto 285 p. 

Oil services groups Abbot 
and Expro International were 
strong cm talk of US bid action 
as wdl as encouraging trading. 
Abbot, which could have lifted 
profits from £ 7 Am to. nearer 
£ 14 m, gained 6 p to 1925 p, a 
peak. Expro jumped 32 p to 
507 p. 

Newcomer Pennant In- 
ternational, a maker of com- 
puter-based training systems, 
arrived on AIM; the price 
moved to 142 ^p from a 125 p 
placing. 

WML, the old Whinney 
Mackay Lewis architect group, 
returned to market as WML. 
gaining 20 p to 49 . 5 p, The 


shares were placed at 30 p fol- 
lowing the acquisitions of two 
property related companies. 

Housebuilders were given 
a lift by the takeover bid for 

John Maunders by rival Wesi- 

bury. The agreed cash and 
shares offer priced Maun- 
ders at £ 55 m. The *“B ets 
shares advanced 43 p to 
208 rip; Westbury dipped 4 Jp 
to 272 p. 

North Midland* Con- 
struction put on 13 p to 98 Jp, 
a peak, after a profit surge 
from £ 1 . 4 m to £L 2 m. Further 

progress is expected this year. 

Emerald Energy, seeking 
oil and gas in Colombia, held 
at 725p after raising £ 3 - 4 m by 
placing shares at 6 . 75 p- The 

cadi is needed becaose of fur- 
ther delays at its Cbawina 2 
jfft e; its expects to move to its 
Matambo field by the middle 
of May. 

Freeport Leisure dimbed 
135 p to 352 p. It has formed 
a joint venture compare to de- 
velop a shopping mall at New- 
castle-under-Lyme. 


TAKIN G STOCK 

Earlake, a fend manager with 
£ 270 m under its confroL 

tonpeJSSprolSSp-TWonew 

SarehoMers cU “^ ed on 
board. They aw EMS Capi- 
tal, a LJS -backed investment 
company, and Derwent, a 
business though* to be relat- 
ed to David Howland, the 
Monaco-based property en- 
trepmrtuc His last quoted 
play was Inoco. a property 

group. EMS has acquired 

25.4 per cent from stockbro- 
ker Hichens Harrison and 
Derwent seems to have 
picked up 14.9 per cent 
through die market Farioke 
shares readied 475 p two 
years ago. They were hit when 
m am»p iwg director Peter 

Leonard departed to form 
Integrated Asset Manage- 
ment, suspended at 130 p. 

Queens Moat Houses, the 
str uggling hotel chain which 
almost came to grief in 1993 , 
dimbed to a two-year high, up 
0 . 75 p to 23 2Sp. There is talk 
of overseas buying. Profits of 
the still debt-laden group are 
doe soon — NatWtet Securi- 
ties expect £l 2 m (£ 4 . 6 m). 
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Challenging time 
for UB’s sales line 




investment over the past five years, but 
thecompai^w^ejqnrasuigco^^nQe 

ye^erday that it is now turning the cor- 
5££, 1 J a ? c, ^ ared out disasters Kke the 
Keebler business in America and last 
November it conducted a £241m asset 
swap with PepsiCo under which ft sold 
its French and Australian snacks otv 
erahons m return for PepsiCo's Ftench 
biscmt busmess. The deal has enabled 
United Biscuits to return £150m to 
shareholder which will be effected bv 
the issue of “ B ” shares that wfl] then 
be bought back. 

UB’s pruned portfolio is now 
organised into two divisions - the 
Me Vi ties biscuits business and UK 
foods which takes in snacks^ chffled and 

frozen foods. The plan is to concentrate 
more on its core banded products like 

Penguin, Hula Hoops and Slops as well 
as its new Go Ahead range of lowTat 

snacks and less on own label goods sup- 
plied to the supermarkets. 

Management seems more focused 
on shareholder value. It has cut costs 
and concentrated on building margins 
which rose by a full percentage point 
last year. The challenge now is to build 
the sales line which didn’t budge at all 
in any of the divisions last year. 

This is promising much, but the CSty 
is not sure management can deliver. 
Pre-tax profits before exceptionals fell 
by 3 per cent to £ 1 0 6.2m last year 
though UB says this was due to the de- 
cline in businesses now discontinued. 
But in the UK, which is LIB’S mafn mar- 
ket by some distance, sales were fiat 
even after stripping out lower exports 
because of the strong pound and£12m 
from the sales of businesses. Howev- 
er. management has drawn some com- 
fort from achieving sales growth of 
around 5 per cent in the last quarter 
of last year and the first two months 
of this one. 

Delivering longer term sales growth 
will test UB’s marketing skills and will 
be made more difficult given the cut- 
throat market in which UB operates- 
Eric Nicoti, the company’s long-stand- 
ing chief executive, says regional dom- 
inance is much more important than 
global scale, but the fact remains that 
UB is a £1.4bn company up a^instimge 
competitors like PepsiCo and Nestki. 

It is looking at bolt-on acquisitions 
and with gearing halved to 17 per cent 
it could afford more share boy-backs, 
but the strong run of the last two 
months now has file shares looking ful- 


United Biscuits: At a glance 

Matt vafae £1.4ta, share pin 2B3p(-6p)- 
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Iy valued. The shares fell 6p to 263p 
yesterday and assuming full-year prof- 
its of £120m this year, they trade on a 
forward rating of 16 and yield almost 
five per cent Given the scale of the 
challe nge that Innks high enough. ' 

Life not so bad 
for Reed after all 


HAVING been jilted at the altar by 
Wolters Khrwer, Reed Elsevier was 
yesterday making out that single life fort 
so bad after all lb a certain extent, it’s 
rigfat Although the £18bn marriage 
would have created a powerful in- 
ternational publishing group, with near- 
monopolies in key areas such as 
scientific and legal publishing, even on 
its owp, Reed is no weakling. . ... 

t. That stad, by faflmgto close the deal 
Reed is missing out on tens of millions 
of pounds worth of “synergies” - code 


for its ability to squeeze prices for key 
products even Hi gh er. An independent 
Wolters means more competition in 
srwng of Reed's markets and another 
potential bidder driving np the price of 
acquisition targets. 

Of course, fins is no different from 
the position Reed was in before it an- 
nounced the merger. So has the fall in 
ns share price -the shares yesterday fell 
by another 6.5p to 610.5p and are now 
down 15 per centfrom their high in ear- 
ly March - now accounted for that? 

Well, perhaps. Adjusting for the 
strength of sterling and other excep- 
tional items, yesterday's figures showed 
Reed Elsevier's pretax profit rising by 
10 per cent to£823m in 1997. Howev- 
er, this indudes acquisitions and doesn’t 
count the expense of defusing the MH- 
lemrium time bomb. That cost Reed 
£1 lm last year, and the total bfll is like- 
ly to reach £75m. 

' Adjust for these factors, and earn- 
ings growth looks fairly ordinary for 
what is supposed to be an rapidly ex- 


panding media business. Much of the 
blame fells on the Havel Group, which 
reported a 20 per cent &Q in profits as 
a result of hefty restructuring after Reed 
uncovered circulation irregularities in 
the US. Repayingadrertiserefarover- 
cha^png and writing down the value of 
the business prompted an exceptional 
writeoff of£401m - as Reed bad already 
announced. 

. The Havel Group is unlikely lo im- 
prove much this year. The other parts 
of tbe.busmess should continue toltnge 
ahead. Having raised £86Qm from the 
sale of its consumer magazines Reed, 
with net cash on the balance sheet, has 
plenty c£ firepower to make acquisitions. 
Based on the existing businesses alone, 
however, growth prosects don’t exact- 
ly set tbepulse rating. Brokers forecast 
profits of £855m, which puts shares in 

parent, on a forward p/e ratio of 21. 
Hfgh enough for now. 

Gallaher full of 
Eastern promise 

WHATEVER you think about the 
ethics of tobacco companies they 
make a packet. Gallaher. Britain’s 
biggest cigarette supplier which pro- 
duces best-selling brands such as Ben- 
son & Hedges and Silk Cut, announced 
an 11 per cent in pre-tax profits to 
£33 7m yesterday. But can it keep 
growing at fins sort of rate? 

The UK mazket is deefining at 4 per 
cent a year, mainly due to bootleggers 
who are costing the industry dear. To- 
bacco duty is rising relentless^ which, 

alth o ugh it has writ ygf had a signifinaTit 

impact on demand, must eventually hit 
sales. And it has seen tile emergence 
of cheap discounted brands which will 
lead to a fall in industry margins. Gal- 
laher has been able to offset this by cut- 
ting costs but it cannot go on doing so 
for ever. Throw in the European 
Union’s decision to ban tobacco ad- 
vertising and the threat of legal action 
from cancer victims and the prospects 
for the mature UK market look poor. 

That means the key to GaEaheds suc- 
cess win be its expansion into overseas 
markets, particularly Eastern Europe and 
Asia, which are growing rapidly. 

The shares, which rose Dp to 363p 
are sitting on a prospective PE ratio of 
12 whkh looks flat. GaBaher should con- 
tinue to prove to be a reliable performer. 
However,. -after a sharp risein-the 
group's value in recent months the stock 
now sits on ah unjustified premium to 
rival Imperial Tobacco. High enough. 
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HOWARD Hodgson, the former king of 
British undertakers and ex-boss of Reason, 
has been appointed chief executive of a cig- 
arette lighter manufacturer which was recently 
bought out of liquidation by its American af- 
filiate. 

The trading subsidiaries of Colibri of 
London were put into liquidation last month. 
Now Colibri Corporation of America, a sep- 
arate company that broke off from the UK 
business over 30 years ago, has bought Col- 
ibri of London and appointed Mr Hodgson 
boss of a new company, Colibri Corporation 
Limited. 

Colibri owns a number of trademarks to 
lighter and pen designs, and its turnover in 
the US is over $90 million. 

Fred Levinger, President of the US com- 
pany, said: "We intend to finance and support 
the new international entity— so that it 
achieves a prominent place in the market.” 

"From a marketing perspective, we look 
forward to the obvious synergies of a united 
brand nam e.” 

LONRHO continues its transformation into 
a club for South African tycoons with the ap- 
pointment of Sir Alastair Morton as a non- 
executive director. 

Sir Alastair, the man who got Eurotunnel 
dug, grew up in South Africa before getting 
a scholarship to Oxford University. 

Although his nationality is English and h« 
father was a Scottish oil engineer. Sir Alas- 
tair will no doubt feel at home with the oth- 
er South Africans on the Lonrho board, 
chairman Sir John Craven, and mining di- 
rector Terence Wilkinson. 

Sir Alastair spent his first four working 
years at De Beers and Anglo American in 
South Africa, before moving to the World 
Bank. He is currently, amongst many other 
things, an adviser to the vice chancellor of the 
University of Cambridge and chairman of the 
National Youth Orchestra. 

3EAUFORD, a manufacturer of ceramics 
based jn Leeds, has appointed a new chief ex- 
ecutive to replace Edward Duke, who has re- ‘ 
centfy been made leader of the Countryside 


Alliance. Obviously Mr Duke couldn’t spend 
his time leading marches to London and put 
in a full working week at the office, so he has 
switdied to a non-executive role at the com- 
pany. 

The new chief executive of Beauford is 
Cfive Gflham, a chartered accountant who has 
been finance director of the company since: 
1992. 

Mr Duke joined the hoard of Beauford in 
1991 when it was in the red and being nursed . 

along by its banks. During his time at the helm, j 
the company was refinanced, 12 engineering * 
subsidiaries were closed or sold and three in- 
dustrial and ceramics companies bought, 
repositioning the business as a specialist 
ceramics maker. 

Lets hope Mr Duke can do a similar good 
job at the Countryside Alliance, although I 
think with its disparate make-up of fox 
hunters, green-belters and horny-handed 
sons of toil the Alliance might be a tougher 
proposition. 

HILT, Harrison, the former head of BZW, 
started at Deutsdbe Morgan Grenfell 10 days 
ago as head of corporate advisory, with the 
additional role of integrating corporate bank- 
ing and investment banking business, a 
process that will cost thousands of job loss- 
es worldwide. 

Back in 1996 Mr Harrison trousered three 
mOHon pounds from BZW, causing gasps even 
in the highly-paid parlours of the City. 

Yet a naughty little bird whispers in my ear 
that Mr Harrison's pay-off when he left 
BZW last autumn, following Barclays' deci- 
sion to sell most of its investment bank, “bare- 
ly climbed into seven figures.” 

Poor chap. Lets hope Deutsche make up 
for this follow year. 

* 

KEN Bates, chairman of Chelsea, is not a man 
to cross lightly. Indeed Mr Bates's reputation 
is so fierce that his fellow directors take great 
care what they say when they’re in his pres- 
ence. 

For instance Alan Shaw, Chelsea's com- 
pany secretary, told journalists as he started 
the annual results presentation at Stamford 
Bridge yesterday: "The good news is that 
Michael Rnssefl [finance director] and myself 
are here to take your questions. The bad news 
is that Ken Bates isn’t here, but he will be avail- 
able to talk to you at lunch.” 

Such respect. No wonder Mr Bates is 
known as "The Godfather of Stamford 
Bridge." 

WHATS a "Reusable Transit Package?” 

CK Chow; chief executive of GKN, has the 
answer Its the plastic version of a cardboard 
box. 

Mr Chow reckons the RTP has “enormous 
potential” to replace the humble cardboard 
model, since the former is more robust and 
environmentally, sensitive, being reusable. 

GKN is already supplying such things to 
Asda and is talking to four supermarket chains 
in France and Spain. 

Sales of RTPs could eventually reach • • 
£lbn for each continent of the world, and GKN 
is in the lead Mr Chow says. 


Housebuilding 
shares boom in 
wake of takeover 


SHARES in the house-building 
sector rose sharply yesterday af- 
ter an agreed £55m takeover 
dual excited the market John 
rwMaundeis Group, the residen- 
tial property development com- 
pany, announced it had agreed 
to a recommended bid from 
housebuilding company West- 
buiy to strengthen its market 
share in the south of England 
and extend into the North- 
west 

The bid for Maunders, winch 

buOds residential homes, follows 
Westbuiy’s 1996 takeover of 
Clarke Homes and is part of a 
consolidation movement by 
homebuilders seeking larger 
land holdings during a period of 
rapid construction growth. 

. “The board of Westbury be- 

lieves that the acquisition pro- 
vides an excellent opportunity 
for Westbury to take a signifi- 
cant step forward in its growth 
plans and will also further raise 
Wbsibuiy’s market and land 
buying profile," the company 
. said in a statement. 

0 The offer wffl be made on the 

basis of Z7 shares and £14.72 in 
cash for every 10 Maunders 
shares valuing each Maunders 
share at around 2l9p a share. 

Maunders shareholders will 


be entitled to an interim divi- 
dend of 2.6p per share for the 
financial year to 30 June. 

The o ffer represents a 32 per 
cent premium over Maunders’ 
share price of 165.5p at dose of 
trading on Wednesday night . 
Yesterday, the shares were 
marked up 43p or 26 per cent 
to dose at 208 Jp. Wsstbmy lost 
4S p to 272p. 

The bid sparked enthusiasm 
for housebuilders’ stocks with 
Bryant Group rising 5p to 
154.5p, Barrett Developments 
up 7.5p to 284p, Beazer group 
ahead 6.5p to 217p and Berke- 
ley Group gaining I(L5p to 
731.5p. 

Westbury said in a statement 
that it would raise £34.7m, net 
of expenses, through a one-for- 
six rights issue of 15.08 million 
shares at 235p per share. The 
rights issue has been under- 
written by Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson with Fa&mure Gordon 
as its brokers. Dealings in the 
issue will start on or around 19 
March. 

The merged operations of 
'^hstbuzy and John Maunders is 
expected to deliver cost saving 
of around £Z5m in a full year. 


Molins operations hit 
by demand downturn 


MOLINS, the troubled tobac- 
co machinery maker, yesterday 
reported a sharp drop in oper- 
ating profits and warned that the 
current year would also be dif- 
ficult - its sixth warning in the 
Space of a year. The news sent 
shares in the firm skidding 20p, 
or 7 per cent, lower to 285p by 
the dose of dealing. 

Michael Orr, Molins chair- 
man, said: “Substantial cost re- 
ductions have already been 
made in as effort to underpin 
profitability. Even so, with ster- 
ling remaining strong, we will do 
well to achiere improved oper- 
ating results in the current 
year.” • 

The group fell into a pre-tax 
loss of £20. lm for 1997 com- 
pared with a profit of £33.4m in 
1996. Operating profit before 
exceptional charges was £DJm 
compared with £383m_ 

It also said it could not rule 


out a further reduction in ca- 
pacity at its tobacco machinery 
division following the compa- 
ny’s decision in November to 
cut 500 jobs at the division be- 
cause erf slower orders from 
Asian markets. 

Molins blamed the profit 
downturn on a sharp reduction 
in demand at its tobacco ma- 
chinery division and the conse- 
quent restructuring. The group 
took a charge of £3 1 . 1 m in the 
1997 accounts, some £1 7.9m for 
restructuring and £13. 4m for ac- 
counting irregularities. 

As a result of the downturn 
the group cut its final dividend 
payment to £L5p per share from 
15-5p in the previous year. 

Although Molins does not 
rule out a further reduction ca- 
pacity, it expects its tobacco ma- 
chinery division to remain 
profitable subject to further 
exceptional costs. 


would be £L5m in the first year. 


Sytner profits 
in year before 


TS at Svtncr Group, 
uy car dealership that 
on the stock market in 
ter, saw profits acceler- 
c-fold in its last year as 
e company, 
group made a 
if £7.97m in I997> a 
-cent increase on the 

it made in the previous 
. . .file •»¥. . 



lCXlX*pnw“**T — 
the disposal of a free- 

147 per 

i.6m. 

Sytner. the chaintan, 

had starred wvll so 

Sr, adding: "Results 


up threefold 
flotation 

are currently ahead of our in- 
ternal budgets and the 
prospects for the remainder of 
the year continue to be en- 
couraging. We remain com- 
mitted to growth in partnership 
with great marques and to de- 
livering value to our share- 
holders.’' ^ rilTT . 

“Vife will continue to geo* our 

business Ity acquisition butonty 
when we can do this prudraqy 
and when our stringent invest- 
ment criteria can be met-- 

remain committed to 

nOTih in partnership ^ wi th great 
Imbues and to delivering val- 
ue to our shareholders- 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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For anyone 
who respects 
the world’s 
resources, a PEP 
that won’t 
cost the earth 



With our new UK Ethical PEP, 
your money will be invested in 
companies seen to be making a 
positive contribution to society 
and not In those viewed as having 
a harmful effect on the world. 
You also stand to benefit from 
amongst the lowest chaiges around 
and you'll receive a 1% discount 
if you apply now. So why not 
consult your EFA or call us today? 


Standard Life UK Ethical PEP. 
Apply before 2 April 
to beat the taxman. 

Pixse Dae opes Monday - Friday Sam - 6pm, 
Saturday, Sunday 10am - 4pm. 



STANDARD LIFE 
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Bloonberg are sponsoring the re-opening celebrations of 
the Serpentine Gallery. Kensington Gardens, London W2 » 
Britain's sost popular contemporary art gallery > 

The Gallery opens to the public on Saturday 28th February, 
admission free > For further Information call 
0171-402 6075 > Hake It your business to be there. 
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Anti-tax avoidance measures seem certain to feature in next week’s Budget Diane Coyle,, Economics Editor, 

Tax avoiders braced 
for a crackdown 
from the Chancellor 


FOR ONE of Britain's. thriving 
industries, the past nine months 
have been the boom before the 
bust Ever since Gordon Brown 
announced his intention to erode 
down on tax avoidance in his first 
Budget last July, the tax planning 
business has been in overdrive. 

As The Independent revealed 
yesterday, the very rich have 
been flocking to take advantage 
of so-called “private” authorised 
unit trusts as a means of con- 
trolling the timing of the capital 
ffiimc from their investments. 

Every Budget brings a hand- 
ful of measures dosing loopholes 
that the Inland Revenue reckons 
hav e become too popular by halt 
In November 1996 Kenneth 
Clarke introduced his “spend to 
save” programme, hiring 2,000 
extra Inland Revenue staff in or- 
der to net around £2ba in rev- 
enues that would otherwise have 
evaded the coffers of the £x- 
rhenuer. 


all their “tax planning” in ahead 
of the Chancellor’s speech on 
Tuesday. 

David Willi ams , of London- 
based accountants Smith and 
W illiamso n, said: “Hie Chan- 
cellor has been a victim of his 
own pre-announcement of bow 
concerned he is about this." 

Accountants claim that past 
crackdowns mean there are no 
glaring loopholes left Yet avoid- 
ance - as distinct from evasion, 
which is illegal non-payment of 
tax - is still estimated to cost bil- 
lions of pounds in lost revenues 
each year. 


One favoured method of re- 
ducing tax liability is to spend a 
full April-to-March financial 
year overseas. In that case, any 
income or capital gains are liable 
to being taxed abroad rather than 
the UK, so a sensible choice of 
location or clever moves from 
one country to another can keep 
tax bills to a minimum. 

One of the best-known ex- 
amples was Dave Clarke, the 
1960s pop star who subsequent- 
ly became an entrepreneur. Mu- 
sicians have always been 
prominent amongst those favour- 
ing stays in low tax places like Ire- 
land and the Channel Islands. 

According to John Whiting, 
head of lax at Price Wterhouse: 
“There are stifl people leaving the 
country to avoid capital gains tax: 
Wfccould see ti ghtening up m the 
rules about coming and going.” 
He adds, though, that people do 
also go abroad for all kinds of 
good reasons. 


reliefs from capital gains tax are 
expected to go, such as retire- 
ment relief which allows exec- 
utives over 50 who sell shares in 
their company to pay a reduced 
rate when they retire; or rein- 
vestment relief where capital 
gains are exempt from tax if they 
are invested in another going 
business. 

But the highest profile will 
have to be the measures the 
Chancellor takes to restrict the 
use of trusts, which the Opposi- 
tion will be scrutinising careful- 
ly for their impact on Geoffrey 
Robinson, the Paymaster Gen- 


eral, who was criticised in the 
House of Commons for bene- 
fiting from an offshore trusL 

Hie bjg crackdown on these 
trusts, based in places such as 
Guernsey and Jersey, occurred 
in 1991, and it is now difficult for 
UK residents to gain any tax ad- 
vantage from them. Last week 
Mr Brown acted to dose one of 
the remaining small loopholes 
available to the beneficiaries of 
-older offshore trusts. 

However, many of the rich 
still use UK-based trusts as a tax 
efficient way to spread their as- 
sets. The catch here is that lots 
of middle class grandparents 
use them too, as a sensible way 
of passing on their money. 

Peter Wyman, head of tax at 
Coopers & Lybrand, says: 
“There are a nrilliou reasons why 
people set up trusts, only one of 
which is tax avoidance. The rev- 
enue authorities have become 
paranoid.” 


nantial arrangements retro- 
spectively attacked by the Inland 
Revenue or Customs & Excise. 

But tax experts fear that this 
would be cumbersome because 
of Inland Revenue understaffin^ 
and would give tax inspectors dfis- 
tmbingly wide powers to judge 
citizens’ behaviour. 

At the heart of their concerns 
is a different philosophy about 
tax. Where the taxauthorities as- 
sume that the money is really 
theirs, the financial advisers be- 
lieve it is really their diems’, the 
people who have generated the 
wealth in the first place. 


outlines the Government’s options 

I tax loo pholes, old and jiw3— 1 


EVEN IF Gordon Brown had not already 
pledged to crack down on clever tax 
avoidance schemes in the Budget, the 
furore over an offshore family trust 
benefiting Geoffrey Robinson, the 
Paymaster General and a dose ally of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, would 
have made it Inevitable. Mr Robinson is 
a discretionary beneficiary of a 
Guernsey-based trust set up by a 
wealthy Belgian businesswoman, Jo ska 
Bourgeois, for the Robinson family. The 
offshore Orion Trust bought shares in 
TransTec, the engineering business Mr 


Robinson built up, and in Coventry City 
football dub. Mr Robinson said he had 
not controlled or influenced these 
decisions, and dismissed allegations of 
wrong-doing as ‘smears and mud*. He 
also pointed out that he had paid about 
£Mm in UK taxes over five years. 
However, the storm means Mr Brown 
could not possibly seem to backpedal on 
his tough talk about a dam pd own on 
tax leakage. Tuesday is expected to . 
bring a draft of specific measures along - 
with a draft general anti-avoidance 
proposal for consultation. 


Gone. 


Bsflsgas fflSsaL. - 

insiirancecontrfWtiom— outlawed friNovenibar 

1993. ... 

£200 a year from Aprs iwi«- I 

Salary payment In the form otf^transforufthe 

Sto berepaid adebtowd bvcustoiTws. 

The Business Expansion Sdveine, , 

for investment In new businesses, introduced 1981 - 

^^f^dto£500,000 ayear&i IW^andaboHshed 
atthe end of 1993. Replaced byCnterprfee 

Investment Scheme giving 20 per cent tax reBef to 

investors in unquoted tr»fing compantes. 

Tuming your company Into an empty shell with 
just a bit of cash and a lot of unpaid tax, putting 

the profitable business into anew company. 
Owners sold the shell to a new owner who took 

the cash and was not Kabte for the tax -abolished 

July 1999. 

Going... 

Set up a “private” authorised unit trust to 
postpone capital gains tax on investments until 
the convenient date - such as a year you’ll be 

spending abroad. Technically, these have to be 
open to other Investors, but it is easy to put people 
offwithaveryhigh minimum investment and 
management fee. - 

Spending a financial year abroad is > stilt a favoured 
method of avoiding particularly heavy tax 
liabilities due at a particular time. Those woridng 
full-time overseas for a full I April -31 March year 
do not pay UK tax, although they may liable to pay 
tax elsewhere. But by either choosing a countary of 
temporary abode carefuffy, or by travelling 
enough, tax can be minimised. 

Otherwise, live in a tax haven permanently. 

Get ridofyour company car, which has become an 
Brcr^mi^ beaVfty taxed perk. Instead, persuade 
your e^pfoyer tp pay you a tax-free mileage 
altowancefor acaryou lease from a ’Structured 
Empld^reeGarO^ Plan’. 

\ ■ ;... . 

Create a f^ph-benef kial trust for your spouse or 
d aM reiittafeguartfr some of your assets and is 
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Revoked permit fails to 

stop on-course bookie 
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Exclusive 


By Greg Wood 

A BOOKMAKER whose bZ 
ting permit was revoked al- 
most two years ago has been 
laying bets on the rails ever 

# since, and is expected to be do- 
ing so again atthe Cheltenham 

Festival next week. 

Slough Crown Court decided 
on 3 April 1996 that John Hen- 
wood, 49, was not “a fit and 
proper person” to hold a betting 
permit, but he has continued to 
trade on British tracks using. a 
permit issued by Ealing magis- 
trates court to a company of 
which he is sole director. It fe a 
situation of which the National 
Association of Bookmakers 
(NAB) and the Racecourse As- 
sociation (RCA) are fully aware 
■ and which appears acceptable 
under their rules. 

Henwood’s permit was orig- 
inally revoked in early 1996 by 
Slough Magistrates Court, as the 
resuU of a complaint by Customs 
& Excise over the non-payment 
of betting duty. EEs subsequent 
appeal to the Crown Court 
against their decision was re- 
fused on 3 April 1996. 

Nine days later, on 12 April, 
be was appointed as one of two 


Sandown 


directors of the Victoria Blow- 
er Company Ltd. The other <S- 
rector resigned his position on 
16 March 1997, sinre when Hen- 
wood has been the sole director. 
VBC Ltd has held a betting per- 
mit, issued by Baling magis- 
trates, since 1993, the annual 
renewal of which is usually lit- 
tle more than a legal for mality 
Henwood was listed as a direc- 
tor erf VBC in its latest renewal 
application to the Ealing bench, 
and it is under thfe permit that 
he has continued to operate as 

an on -course b ookmaker . 

The adnmustxation of book- 
ies’ pitches on racecourses is the 
responsibility of the National 
Association of Bookmakers, al- 
though this system is currently 
under review. Both 1 the NAB 
and the Racecourse Association 
were aware of the court’s deci- 
sion, and the NAB’s rule book 
states that “if a bookmaker or 
his permitted company 
for any reason to be die hold- 
er of a bookmaker’s permit be 
shall automatically forfeit ah his 
pitches”. 

However, a meeting of the 
National Pitch Appeals Com- 
mittee, at which both the NAB 
and RCA were represented, 
agreed that HeowoodAonld be 
allowed to continue to work at 


his racecourse pitches under the 
Victoria Blower Company’s 
permit The RCA representative 
at the meeting, was Stanley 
Jadcscn, vdio was at dae time the 
managing director of the or- 
ganisation. 

Henwood Said yesterday: 
“My trading arrangements are 
in complete compliance with 
NAB rules and both my own 
and the Victoria Blower’s trad- 
ing arrangements have been ex- 
amined and given a dean bill of 
health by the NAB. the RCA. 
Jockey Oub Security and Cus- 
toms & Exdse.” 

A spokeswoman for the RCA 
said that no one at the associ- 
ation was prepared to comment 
on Henwood’s position. 

A spokeswoman for Cus- 
toms & Excise said: “We can 
confirm that John Henwood 
had his permit revoked on 3 
April, 1996, and that the Vic- 
toria Bkrwer Company has had 
a licence since 1993. We cannot 
comment on any specific details 
because of confidentiality but 
we can confirm that any out- 
standing matters between John 
Henwood arid Customs & Ex- 
cise have been resolved.” 

John Masse, the Jockey 
Pub's spokesman, said that “it 
is not up to the Jockey Gubto 


permit a bookmaker and we’re 
not in a position to comment on 
whether be shookl or should not 
be permitted.” 

Nor man Miller; chairman of 
the NAB. admitted yesterday 
that it was “not an easy case”. 
He said that the Appeals Com- 
mittee “was in the situation of. 
do we take this man’s fivefibood 
away, or do we not At the end 
of the day, it was a matter of 
judgement We (M not have any 
complaints from punters, and at 
the end of the day we have giv- 
en him the benefit of the doubt 
We do not think there is' any 
danger to the public, had 
we thought that there was, we 
would have taken his pitches 
away from him.” 

Not all bookmakers, agreed 
with the decision, however. 
“We've got the Cheltenham 
Festival raming up and 1 think 
it’s very dangerous for anyone 
with a questionable situation to 
be let loose in that ting,” one 
said yesterday. “I don't want to 
see anyone put out of business, 
but the Crown Court didn’t fed 
that he sho uld be in business, 
so why should an appeals 
arrangement within a trade as- . 
sedation think that they are 
more knowledgeable than the 
Crown Coort?” 



Henwood was a major con- 
tributor to the ongoing debate 
on the future of the betting ring. 
Rails bookmakers are pressing 
to be allowed to display their 
prices on boards when a Levy 
Board committee p ublis hes its 
proposals for the future ad- 
ministration of the betting ring 
later this month. I£ as some ex- 
pect, the committee also intro- 
duces a system whereby pitches 
can be bought and sold, rather 
than allocated on a waiting-list 
basis, existing rails pitches, in 
prime locations adjacent to the 
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HYPERION 

2.00 Andanlto 3A5 Good Lord Murphy (nb) 

2^5 KNIGHTS CREST (nap) 4.15 Braes Of Mar 
3.10 Druid’s Brook 4.50 Relative Chance 


GOOiO: Chases- Good (Good to Soft in places); Hurdss- Good Id Soft (Good tnesm^. 

• Rtght-hand course; seven teslre fences along beck stratoN; nsvti of 300yd. 

• Cmsse Is on A307, 4«n S rt Kington Esher station (oervfce trom London, Wtaarioo) 
ad)otnBCOUsaADMISSION:CM]£n;JunIorCkib(t7-2tyn}£C;8randitsndaPBd- 
dock CIO; Park endosise ES CAR PARK; Free, . 

• LEADtNGTRAlNER&ONfetefean — atwInnecskarnmnivafsgfvesasLJCcasem- 
tto of 268%: J GmonM7 from 140 {S.1W; J Okf ■» tom 50 CBK); I* HantaMa 12 from 
94 paw* 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: H Dismoody 27 wins from Ttt rides gives a success rfeia of 
24.1 %: A Manuka 20 from 89(225%); II A Rtaarakl 13 fran tMntWfrC Unde 8 tool 
34(235%). 

• FAVOURITES: to wins in 353 races (Snttj) 

BUNKEJffiD FIRST TWE: Manhattan Mnee pn }; Rosehei ftSQ. . . 


BUSHY PARK ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4 JX» added 2m TlOyde Penally VMue £2^83 
BROWIEStlttlADfW) SQ (HsBMKhsnQROSuivanSIl U — JlWmii 

ANDAMTO (14) (D) (Lady Snh CUtSi) ISC^ HsoksTfl 7 RJkSMdf 

CHASWGTIff liOON{143Jp<rtyxj)GBdrlr(j6 J12 IFMn 


2v Xltaynep) 


50 CaMM0Rno4{Wkraick Kortas Mi(|CU|HtMfci5l1 
OOF/ MUON f732)(Pd9rlvfeJMMey«** 811?—: — i li 


! 7 NaniffiBuacphsOfeOralwi^twN^iniieifM^ cuws^e 

B 6F 

8 3548 NOBraAnfLETEWtQAlJcb^NBjPfclNlBlfa-, ^ — ^.OUmM 

t> 340 n w mare (14 ^ Ji fmreHq 

11 2-40 snmraRECMT(n)(UadVMky)MHHK«lteil2 — JCUWr 

12 B- T0HGIJE«ICM»paq(ltaMmMci^DHmdHM7nE^^JBiMi 

Q 000 YQUHEA600DUN M (J8Lwidner^D8twa8V2 Il e e wn ci 

M ms CtOSEHMHDNY(i5)(OwnStNM0f NHmtamBtllf MA ft igii aM 

-UdnM- 

BETTING: •*soaAmtanfev4-1 Kknlk^ M Ctoaa tfeaaDOft 8-1 Skua Forsesst, 14-1 Brasnae 
He Led, 1W Nobfe Mhfeto Nw Rfetafe SM ChMtafl Ha Moen,28-1 oB*»_ 

BBT Sounds LkaFUi 6fl 7 J FTSfey 20-1 (MhsHKritrt Urwi 
FORM GUIDE 

AMtaiNo >a in a week nee w#h a penalty end soma of Ne oid bumper abMy^ am on 
show at Kempton last time whon ha cnisad home from B^jsound Ha coid wNIdow 
up. but cuoee HARMONY haa prantised n Be e bit deoeni end gats the TWa 
mare mssr not have shown her best at Huitingdon fetf tins- 8ieif*dtlnBlhfcfeascn 

aha haa bam eaay to back. Hw reappearance ascend to KnodcLsedar as UngltaldWBS 

a aowtd aHort and the stable won the cperiifl «Mca on the Ridfer altfie last meaftng 


with ktouitarin Storm. Brownes HM lad hee gat Me chance wkh the doUila welly, 
whle ChMlnfl The Moon wouttlt ba an obuious wfenar on this tat siartshco OctobK 

Kwakka ramairw a Bwly type to iha race aftorriwiinfl aw a longer trp here fest one 
when vm to Ooodtnnl Mapto^ - Ws pranto» debuteacond to ZuahateatAscot m- 
, marsnfl in the memory. Storm Forecast Is ertoner wfth a chance If ttocour^g lh« poor 
Ehowiig beHnd Dawn Lasdsraf ChsMsnham tetttna^ - and ftaslatts won Wswa last 

year -but Noble AtMate needs to krtpran to cdecL Sf ^ c ^ HAm0NY 

\ ry qc-1 WORCESTER PARK NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5 , 000 added 3m 11 Oyde Penalty Value £3,534 

1 2K» HOUHTMN PATH (34) (P) (k^serimn) N HastosaBCO-. HAft yrfed 

2 PW5U TTW.B08S (?) (Q (OJ pro Kn<£ 7 fl 9 

3 TT1 -31 lEARttAMEYEJWjraPBBbatUfWfcyJPM^ofcFItB MrJ7 tartW 

4 3344*1 SPH»»TOOtj0m(22)mikJ^PHwv^ni1t 

5 01P3D ESPB»«aiV01)m(BR(URobSrtS)MFMw1s8tjn — 

6 4N2FP t08GMTS Cf^T (7) (BF) (Q K**y) -NWtoywo" 

7 6Nff BAU3IMICHAB.|*3) (nwCfettotrwN4p)GWdnB61)0 BJerten 

-7dSdMMl- 

8ErnNG:!WM9ttoCtoSLMtoert!f to Eys,74 Huurtrti Fell. 5-1 TW Boss, 6-1 Gipsiw- 

za N, 10-1 M yretetatL 1M Spr»« fe ®br» 

W. nrtsmsrtsrttw 8 « 0 J A McCsnl* «-l fT CiajrtS wn 

FORM GUIDE 

Wito Joey Tbaard taking oH5t)NEARiy AN Era can bastMourtabiPsUtgeWng life. 

He gained a btaadaae wii at Ksntoj teat tjme-ths* nrieoirtng 

He a promair^ IfswWlmaa prtrt•^c^pol^f wwwr Ian season and could JuM be one 


decsor msiktohisfirethaiidcap. Mountain Whdd wel to defy flat tlfeki hfefkst hand- 
toapM Wtodsorwhara he stayed clsar of tMshjngWMsni and WbitoriBfcspeenuts («sn- 
nar on Ytotoasde^ Aaubaecaiant defeto in toeing 9 ound over abngsrbto In toe UttoeNar 
race wen by Kendal C— B a r ca n bewcuaed. and ha siioUd go ctoaa today even under 
. last Eaparsm IV was al out to bato Amazon Lly to Pfesroton tost rnorOh and thetonn 
weareraaed on 7to(6 f llBtont to nus bahtod C al w iia Star on toe same coxa*, Thfe mars 
may ftid ofrwr two a btttoo good at these weights. PaBy rn tc hee t visa chaatog the 
anart Btoigsta Moor aitien ha ctoutod the tauttvtoft M Wincantoi M Am The Mtt 
horses are contoQ good and tofegsMtog cannot be rtocountod over mdwk. longer trip 
with a low weight KnighTs Crest has a chance of dotog bettor Mtor befcg piEed up 
wtwn toaotsto at Nautosy a weak ago The grand was vety tostoig than and Krtpln 
Cnat waa to oontorttan whan ha dtoartod to ihe feat doom iha back sMgM in Swtog 
QuartoM race here pravtouMyTVei Boas, a ceauaByw Done aitor a week eget beat Fed 
On Otoe on the comae in Noventoac but Bis gaklng has tod his training pratoeire and. 
atong »«i Tfertonatow Sprfeg Gtoy, metos ftfe appeal 

BatacNorc NEABDT AN EYE 

10 4AI HORSE & HOUND GRAND MILITARY GOLD CUP CHASE 

I (amateurs) (CLASS E) £7^)00 3m 110yds Pen Value £4^93 

1 1/rn nUTSBROOKMmMAUBanQKBAySEa MrKDNqnptop) 

2 22333 DRQiauUiA <tt] (D) (T G A Oqo<| P /fctofe 6^3 : tor D Si— HwWay (7) 

8 3F3R3U BB0ULBM(lfl9 pjiUtoscn) JMtoaBll Q HfeorSJ Mtara (7) V 

4 OHWl BUJBRa)waONfa)(MnAQ3km)ASh»911 tt ffeBaaafer(7) 

5 OSUM OMKHONEYn(QmpeQutoB4LADsoafl11E CaptANbod (7) 

6 FO<2/:ECr i3LMf)(7ZO) (ttoiRaHFtagftidlAAry) JlUtotitc V. HrSGrwiy(7) 

7 121-44 SOGN ESUflT (14) (D) (Ua(U WSarplBj Ml J9tray7 n 12 toHNadD0(7) 

B A62P JAI£MNTD(B4)^tojarAWCtaB4R Judas B11E CaptE Aud— (7) 

9 few liViWTWPHMCEesiOptoSGtt^MBSMAeafl-C-CanWtoMawipJB 

to 406BP IBAXXUMEXPRSSpO)B > RTSttcby) toaTVAtoVIt 12 M-PStoctorP) 

11 UB4V4 PaeaOOOLADp^^jrJHtbywailJPDoba-mi tt — Hfear-I itofMd (7) 

* . iGBP5 SDe»STX3Cp£»(r|jLadMeauejllJVEwbrty7J»S UrmtWxw (7) 

V -awe SIBUNG BUCK {t3)(D) pis LHosiw)DDUgBat SHU NhaLitamr(7) 

% S3Q3- JjBCTBeHpaqpq AIH0dTtana)MWMBnga g-OtotCStollTI— (I) 

fi 8*a» I HS ftAtac m^ttolMXl rrart^ nBnpsfttlBag^ 

BETTWktiSIMABttiato M tojpMr Msb. M Dtoataea, A EaNgn End. 1»f »iar 
Stick, 14-1 Tipping Aloag, Dwt Mway, 18-1 Jatoata, BwAuBto, 28-1 ettan 
W7: Act The Mg 8 V. 1 0pt A Ooden (7) U-11 to (M Waatori ti an 
FORM GUIDE 

PRUHys BROOK and Dweelra ia ran off the aemahanrfcapnarir tost lime. But whare- 
toDrcmhanewastalad off behtodRrtorMsCaunmiSLudtoa^Dmidb Brook won at Hey- 
dodconhtofirststarttoayaac DrUkft Brook shewed has fine Jwnptag abity on lhat 
tou^i oouse to baM ktortoi Bry by.e|tf« tangtoa and he has got to be aw one tttoy al 
ham to be* tod^A Dranhana m back Iran a mat and wraid here a tow chance to Ms 
baateapectolYwBhtttoNghlY^conpetoraDoirfiicAiere-HartayaboaniSupartarRn- 
toh.tt*d in 8wBB8 Grand NWtanri. meets Ihe other pek on my tovouretaW weight t armw . 
Ha atoo has fhe aaperiancad Chtotin Wferd Thornes on hto aide so Na dd stogar ahorid 
be bang there even on iHaflrat wart tor over a ysat O torarBltefcvwMd seam to torn B- 
tfechanca, and Dark Honey atoo has aomethaig to do ate being beaten by thaloitor 
Arcator (wla i Bi y aato rrfee ) at lingted on hto raappeeraiicB. Biatgi Ewan has an tnw- 
pertancad rider aboanl, but ihe gating was a premising pctitor and Ns stowings this 
season st Kateo and Hsydockwa ham put tin spot on tor thta teak. Tipping Along. ■ 
wtonar toLarVM feat moral, and tha ntoidan Baobutota. maid aaam toe pick of tha oth- 
ars. Selection: DRUDS BROOK 

10 Jcl RACAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

Gf Penalty Value £3,664 

1 -CCH2 GOOD LORD MU&HY (20) (CO) £iF) (COUVy Skfe] P Hobbs 6 Ti 12 BDotwoody 

2 1-tPl BROntBIOFm(3l)e<HG9ten«IJdOMaiUiMay5ll7 PNhm 

S TOO TOMTJUU»(S£R)|aOR(teAAIfer>ieteP|DBBtcrti4113 PHt*y 

4 P2E22 BE MY MOT (80) (□) (RWhCtesfcr&San) DGiaealB ti 2 JRKaveo^h 

5 P11F0 GAflFSDNffBBaxypi) (MriCttonluy) M Haodesm 5 11 2 NtHMmaoe 

B TO1l(ORmABOBW«AUI*iiw)OaiBr*ootl8112 M Retard* 

7 41/32 |ONQrSBAlBOStpi}(JEHCoarajNHHndBwon71l2 HARB0mU 

B 55 MORGANS INUL(B7} (Ms Juan RBeTcp) O Shamed B H 2 CUawMyn 

8 5 YAK ALFARAJ(21) (Ma JCdfarrO Pt*rpt¥4t37 — C Stand- 

t) 4 SUHALBTTf17)J(SLe«lUFoyusB4C2 AMagidn 

-lOdactarad- 

BETnN& 84 IQatfa Bmbw; 54 Good LoM Ntopfeh 5-1 Biete Of kto, M Ibei WtoA 7-1 Ba lly 
Mel 10-1 Sun Ala* 14-1 Garrison RUt Borgm M, 1M UK Ate* 20-1 Its Worth A Bob 
«7: FHwdriip 5 fl 7 R Duraroody tl-t (fi IWttaaon} 8 on 
FORM (BADE 

Good Lord Murphy ratums to the scene of hie WJongih a*n from Lakefiakt Leader lest 
month- and heb back with Rfchari Dunwody ate the subsequent second wiBi Glenn 
Tomey to Butane Bay In a hanefcap to Chapawr prn) Good Lord Maphy does ham a 
doubfe penalty to dtoy so KMCU BANKBt has a Sna ciwnce of baadng him on Ha ptaead 
efforts behind V«age rang at Ludtow and Arlday Royal at Vferwick. KJnflk Barker las win- 


ntog pobitor who wi raWi the trip and Mary Revefayfc raider BraOiar Of Iris, a bumper 
wtonar and tasMkn»out hunflea winnac bo* et Cartoto, to anoite here who ray In 
trouble giving the wettt tony to Mcky Hendarsortk charge. Brethar Of kia appracialad 
tha step up hdbtance when beat in g HetltlJuMowr tow waria ago and he ta d e frito 
ly on the upgrade. Tbte YUor hes wen here and et Exeter but there to e doubt about hto 
abOBy to gat Me longer Be My Mot to a cmfetont thou^i onwpeced mare who was 

athroe-Umglh eecond totha uaefii Chabrol alWindeor last tone. Sira wean! good enough 
to wto a handeap hare In Jmary so tools beatable to thb toaguei Garrison Rtonrfly. 
aatobfemato of Wngb Bankec I* a wtontog potator who shaped with prornu behind Arlday 
Royal at Mtarwfck.whOaMotgv»HHwmcrty five lengths baNnd Be My Mot* Fofce- 
atone and la now 5to bettor off wbh hfxtwamant to cotol 

. Satocttorc KINGS BAMCER 

irm DUKE OF GLOUCESTER MEMORIAL HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) S2JOOQ added 3m IlOytis Penalty Value £2J»1 

1 9P4M ARCHES 0KTBp4(Q(mJTiicfrftott)J'Mc»Rctoh BE it -JlrJT)iE»Ra|ph(S) 

2 4B8C ACROSS THE CARD (1^(P)6b( Gen C tewy) Cfbraay PE4_lta| 6 Nteferp) 

3 HP31 AMBKAN EYIE (1^ (D) (J S S HoBrto Us Q Gferkkra U E 4 Ik R Otaddwa (7) 

4 E4FD- BRAES OF MAR (332) (C) (Gwen aztet^NHaKtosonBtta. — lta| 0 Bhreod (7) 

5 BP643 GR»7MS{n)nMQenCARnasi)CteHVfle4«Jife(Clatobait(0 

B BE50B- HOOrSTM(B3B(D)(9Mkt&tar|JDa6fei9E4 CaplEAia>eeii(7) 

-6AM- 

BUTMG: 1V10 Bwaa 01 Mar, 10840 Acraaa The Cercl, 7^ Aiddas Oaia, Araertcan ESpa, 14- 

1 Gnn Tkare, 18-1 Holy Shg 

W7: BractoNUd It 11 « Capt D AfereteSay (7) 46 tor (Ft Bate) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RaaarmanagaegoMiceBRAESOFMARwonoverhudlBsli8rafiomslBblBnalBS^>- 
Ime FeBow and Saner B BatruH yattwb the yowgator naawr to thb sfe-horaa aftoto Bren 
with betow-par effarto when ighttyrecad last tomu Breas Of Mar stands out today on 
Me fntmn tor over a year - the tnpextMnt tactor bahg Ms abMy to ah when fcash trom 
Tha Btadc Monk Mr hudei at Lafceator durtrg Ha second campaign. Boas Of Mar tfid 
beat Gromdfkit on his cheatog debut im mprtn tei y afterwards toHarefoid and toh looks 
htadsyjor further dunr.to.1be hands of tha hiddy contpatoot QBb AwxxL.Tfwre are 

aorrainJonnpoiptoreto.o ppq a Wca LthoudiwharhBrttip.totoctoBfcnnofAratafcantea,; 
and Acroee Ilia Card fe good anough ismaha to ba saan-They aftouri stl go wal wiflt 
thair oonfvmad fitoaas, but the main ttioto la laly to come frarn Archies Oats In the cse 
pabfehandsofJon'MceJtotoh.AfchiesOMawesoverBftto short of hto best an itw coma 
lasiflme and the contotoattan/toLmto the fixnw for the second yaermnntoB ate tond- 
tog tha Dick McCreary from MatarMaki Man Green Times la hard to tanqt and Holy 
SUng also tooka wal beatable on Ha feat iui tor a yeac 

Selection: BRAES OF MAR 

fTcfll SURREY RACING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £5JX» 
l^ 5 ***! added 2m 6f Penalty VMue £3,680 

1 IPPOUl’ THE PROMS (7) (t*a J fctaJd) N "RiriKQrwOaMiBS 7 123 par) J CeH Sa to Q) 

2 POGPO LIICKYHJ^ («3)^hlley MS PteGPtorwlP Howard Till 9 DGaDagher 

3 3P5V5 EYHtSSKE(16)(C05 (Ctadd LEstrangef M F^pe T1 11 6 JlawarB 

4 30WP ittD(<5(P)(AtoiaacUej)KCBmarlBdBfl4 SWyww 

5 GI6P5 FOREST FEATHSt ftt) (D) {Dn4d Km)CYteedcn t) It 1 RDwanody 

6 000/43 ROARWGSWIGGZJMyU^W^NteidBrOTBDtl UAF&ganld 

7 23-OP RELATIVE CHANCE amCO) (tteSDcudtoterart)JKhg BOB JCaBaty 

8 -44381 IONNAHALlAC4(CI9ftogerJ Spacer) GBektog6«7 BFMoo 

9 400 B0LDQAITCZ7)(MalR4MJFMaMe7«2 NWtaMQT 

H 334U30 BLAZE OF SONG (30) (QBooccdr) DWte6V0 RMaeeayp) 

II «4B0 GUTOIOFT)CSUnni)(RL9eradtoKWchBl9«)D SopNa MBctvto « 

V OOBOOP BOSBMLLCK) 0*sTFktogto41*sTiatodsn7nO VSWtoyB 

-tadadared- 

Uahm; 10 sl True CXSongStt Mb, OuaenOf77B&irW2lL AoretafMSSL 

renwG: >4 Bold aa.74 KkaalwBB, K Roartog SpHog, iwilw Prwa-1 Raters Cbme. 
W-1 Ever Stella, 18-1 Fbreat Feerhac IB-1 Btaza Ot Sons, 20-1 others 
«7: Stars Qanet 7 « 2 C UsMlyn M-1 (N ‘MricnDwieN 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Thta it double totarealing wfth Bold Gat to his fret handcap with a feather weight and 
Roaring Spring tahtog on IONNAHALLA once more ate Ihe six-length detest on the 
course three weeks ago. Ktonehela might sfil be tha wtonar again after landed acme in- 
sptosd staiport over ttis same trip art her first handcap fittenpL Her teng hes shot up 
by but ahesti canto* only UstTfe so she can c onfir m to e form withRoering Spring 

whomuslailbeSwraabcutsagainwIhaabpUIBoUQBttisapastwinnercflheNorltium- 
bertend Plato on tha HM at Newcastle, so works have to be reflected getting 5t> trom 
KirewhaBa. He has the necessary wperlence ete three raw and thto represses a big 
GcptoefessatetetatteNewteyoutingwhanheflnlshedacrBdtabteelgtahBZar- 
alseka. Ilia Prora* co^dr/t be touted wkh a win wtth top weight at Newbvy a wedc ago, 
but te hac to defy the wwldV agsto hare but thie drne hak etosnar ridden. 

Setectton: IONNAHALLA 


HYPERION 7 o« 

2.10 TfteClten*2>l5 Welsh March 3£0Hritdde jj 

9.ss Mr Kntovlt 4.25 Howayman 5.00 Manful „ ^ 

— . ■ — fl O0P3 

GOING: Soh (Heajry patches) B 0 

• Left-hand galoptog cotase. ^ D 5W06- 

• Cousa is E rtf town on A75A Ayr stebon (aantoetmm Gte 

itwt im. ADMIBStON: Qjb 8 Grandstand E7. CAR WRK: Rea BE nw&fei 
SiCflnuiflTRAMglS:Gtacbarde34 waswre ton 170 S-1 KtadMoe 

(20%) Mrs M Rewtoey 31-153 (203%) J J °"NeH 22-122 (S%) 

P MeolaMi 'S-137 (09%) ch-s-lO |2.45 

• LEADMQ JOCKEYS:* t^^vdrw^ OT«ea P%)B 

e TffMT .gy.ffnp5>%lTBaad14-g6tW%)RtePP >>l10 - 4g l a2a, 9. , 23BT8 

m FAVOURITES: 17B wins from 409 races (435%) 

2 j» 

rsrm LOCH DOOM *NH’ MAIDEN HURDLE 4 PPHJ 
[2.10 fcCSsF) £2^00 added 2m 5 - 

i SSA 


3 DDK QAIttA (32) N Meson 611 B __K Jotawon 

4 tf EVSI CLOSE (838) TOratl S HSrWBi 

$ 6 WRT LODGE (77) J Eton 7 11 6 BHwdng 

6 50 J0KER8CHAM(e)NMaacn7118 ADobbfa 

7 05 KMDAU>0(t5toCPMiar01tB B Staay 

B 33544 TTCCLSfTPKhSKrt 007716 RHeghre 

9 P AUNTY HESSE (27) JGOtfa 8 71 3 KtooGn8l(3) 

10 053 HBIIYW«>(tB) M torwsSVa SthyteR 

71 MP3 PMCYA3E(47) Ms L Aeael 0 71 3 TRred 

C 0 PRPOTACK Wftnra (3$ GWteSh 3 JtolTtepfe (7} 

G 5N06- 'SIDMCALLpSB) DV/Mens771 3 Itan*»(7) 

— 13 doctored— 

BETTM& 85 Tha CM. 11-4 Aretoek, 7-1 Caredau Moon, Halm Bted, 
M Khadtoeo, to-1 Ua ww l a, 14-1 Danes, 78-1 etfaare 

lO Vel ROYAL HIGHLAND FUSILIERS NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 

.1 23B»8 BACHAB.'S OWer (17) (P) P) (Bf) J Gokta 8 fl 6 

2 23221 WELSH MARCH (77) (Ofl 3 M Mocre 6 it 8— J Qtorehee 

5 PM48 FUTTHt MERCHANT (32) ifes L Hew* B 11 Z^DRakl(7) 

4 PP1-PP 8»*a£BOU«3MQ pi) (D) A'«*ra7T12 — SHwrtaig 

5 OOP SUNSTRMSpS) R Mdkrald 6 11 2 RM 

-SdrJewi- 

BErnRG: 4T Ttotoh Men*, M RacteaTa Otren, HA Sbte Soractog, 
20-1 PMtor MKdwto, 50-1 Sanabtoa 


Market Rasen 


HYPERION ^ _ 

mss 5.10 Bafisarlo 

• FfcaWteH#, atoip Og-n aWtonpJncoto 

tm of umahriarfrea 

haH pnM) CAR 73.XB C3%) % Morgan 

- , r.n£n TRAINERS: M« m RW8 ^_ _ m uu 


MMeumreUfc 10i£ Truo/anrfcBp w(BttOhirt»iBiafM ISb. 
BEnWtt»< Dram DymA S-1 AfikeB3*,«Ckmrecn8rh*.64 Oaf* 
WnOD-t touted, 12-1 Naedaood Nutkto, 14-1 Cotta, 33-1 eOere 

foocl ‘KANSAS’ HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4^00 added 2m if 110yds 

1 /423T1 TBOEGMIYWHtoRayBRU.. 

2‘ 3P2B BWAND FANCY (RT)P4)lfclKJMBni7718_JIGBtat 

3 S31U6 M0<STBIQmRYf4B)IIWEmteri)y7115.M~A'ltonMn 

4 46033U R0fEDEWLBE(n)nRJDti«n1l«6-»*ft|BakN 

5 5C32 COOL a>0T(B)G Entpa t) BO RJoknen 

. -5 declared- ... 

ffiniWBWl Mn B agrty ; 94 Matoar Clay, M Cool SpoL 10-1 Fair 
Bad Ancft Ran Atofea- 


V LfADtNG JOCKEYS A 

aUI 8<gHB)F»ftBi -TiM£: Be Brave 

11 HAM 


- ^ gB^"S!SSSSS«~-!!3SK 


2 21 HB)f7AGE (7) V™ S tend (V? fl 4 - C Bratey 

« os cirrGacrwBVtortMBBo 

4 MCHOLnnYWUTrnpttnBIZ 

a nN^wniflSGeaigatlC MrSItoraAB 

7 sa fWIO0MSLD»P!)JWifW^Stt-— JJdTOB 

I BCTCaEFMAL£(F1«)Rtortto10g Bftetttopon 

J - 6 SA»BAiaaWAM(f24MWBatol»etlAT»«« 

j 


o on 1 JAMES BARCLAY MEMORIAL HANDL 
I J,<U I CAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 
3m 110yds 

1 -22m B89CDMJE (48) (D) L Lingo 7 1TC RSuppta 

2 OPUS ATTADALE{2D) (D) PMortoflhDTl 5 ADobbta 

3 /V 400 SaWtCTAp2)P)|*Btlftata^ei3B TBaad 

4 -63S1 CASHBOX(7tl)Ka)TCtor«D7 NGnM> 

-4rfectared- 

BETTING,’ 7-4 Bbfcdata, 5-2 Caail Bte, 8-1 SarMcta, 4-1 Attadala 

Io’ecI ARTHUR CHALLENGE HANDICAP 
L™®J CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 

>' 321GP JtMJAMJO»Mrf*l)(C)(E)JjatMa-eOJ>Cwteny 

2 SUFF 2 MCHOLA8PLA»nr(27)(CD)J0r*iB9lltl--8-toytor« 

3 2&2T HRKMTWrp7)(Cp)PllDrlBNi1l1t8 ADototo 

4 V1F6 TTTAN THAI (H)(C9(D)N town ae* JCeBapwn 

BErriNa: T35 Nr Ante* 3-1 jyn^wn Jotonyi Mctoto Ptot,HTtoi 

\a oc] AYRSHIRE AG ASSOC HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) El 300 added 2m 5f 1 1 Dyds 

1 22V31 K0WQMANP3} KAndeaonBG5 — JtrKAndtaaoa(S) 

2 P/65 DUfte-nUDBtnflJSpojnGRtowidBllfiS 

lb A Peter (7) 


O Ml LINCOLNSHIRE AGRICULTURAL SOC 
r ‘ JV l IfCAP HURDLE (E)£3J»0 2m 5f 110yds 

1 4005* aPHDMCMBMteLYte ia BnBBDjaoibfhalB 

2 23TFP0 DA»N MESON (14) (D)TEaatoitay61IB LWyar B 

3 THE- PRELUDE TO RME (409) hfiBKMfepn 5 T1S.--HGnast 

4 06B54 PET7ADSH P4 GKttad t)T1 4 RJohaaoo 

5 NBB4 GYMCRWCTOa 017) (QG teas Bit 2.MaannreB- 

8 39X335 SIGMA 1MRBBS (27) TEBarirngteiBDe A Hunter 

7 44AP3 H0HneMSM(IQ(O|MHJMml7DD 

: — UtoJUtoatop) 

8 &2P® B/E3 TREASURE (SI) 5 Campon BD 9. JbSDwaekp) 

9 36000 THRTYBaOWfi7)(0)MChe5nwi9T>9^Wtooffltegton 

0 • MORE TO LH (347) JLe^l 9100 MH NtagMOttR 

-ID dedead - 

larinre aetetc TOB. Jiw IHbp waptoMaa to Uk BW-ffc 
BETTINGS 75Patedi, »a Sgrremeleta, M Dawn Ntotoan, 54 Pte- 
torfeh tew, totere SteT-1 Oymisakllg^ 8-1 estate, 16-1 others 

| £ fie | WHEATLEY PACKAGING NOVICE 
l_L^i CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m 4f 

1 9<a JOHNDMMH(2^(CqmPnMMte7D4_SlleNaa 

2 P- SAtt»WBCr/(425ftV*ain«SDB WDwan 

3 FJMP BE BRAVE (48) T Btergcn 6 1) -_^_L Wyar B 

4 S63FP DS.QUAY PB) Ml J8uklq/7 t)l2 .Wlteteai 

6 B8SP/ SUNSBAR(n5)Ciato»n9tJE— MBrenowr 

6 BI^l L88THJ UABDJTY (83N (C) P Ybiiw fl D B. J A HcCerfv 

7 8HS2 PURSALUEp^D^UWEastotjyrttCJkTtaaiteB 

a. cvna> sniMCHH«DQ4)U'fentetoaDec— apmcCdt 
9 3MR SUPBRAPBl(taGIMtel6Dg-lNc l WN B aBnana 

to OPPOt WtXJE eCAMNABE (7) U D^jnxi 8 tl ■£_»! Vrorttepon 
It -<Sf BEAU BOS RETURN (7T7) *UY£aWrtyr B7-A5SHtS 

BETnNB:fr4 Jana Dwaae, S2 Purev ahi a . 5-1 Stendi Rteto, 8-1 So- 
per Hapta^ iw BaBrew, 33-1 etosre 


3 P3LMP BOM3BIGLORY(2^WMScalt71l E Mr R Ford p) 

4 Pfl-35 BUCKS OEUSfT (14 Ms R Ate D1M2 

ItaH Bradbunw (l) 

5 3S65P D0NSK3E (47) G Wto Dll C Mr ARobnn(7) V 

B P/F-FB HANLEYS CAUpQJtttfteB It B__JfcRMagei (7) 

7 UBl-48 ARCI)CI£ADBIpaAGMreiB1l7 HrUtaptap) 

B 21/28 UWEACTMBipB7)lfeaCAmn77t7JlrBawaD[7) 

-Bdadared- 

BETTINQ: emos Hoeeynw,M tetanSadateada, IMBte DWtgM, 
1B-1 Bantar Gtan Ante taste 20-1 Low AcNntea 33-1 aOrnt 

e nnl loch Enoch novice handicap 

a,w l HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

1 aae MAmL{27)llreLPemilB11 D JCaBapwnB 

2 34164 GOSPS.SONG (27) p) AVHarsSTt JetKne (7) 

3 0C3B KJLBUE KW9 (41) (D) pf) P Mcrtettfi 8 tl 7. A Dobbin 

4 320-6 MPMCHARU£(USA)tt17)GRBtar7114 B Storey 

5 453 WSIAMpQ LUngoSn 0 H&*pfe 

6 045P1 SEGALA(t^(D) JJDT*W710tJ PCwbeny 

7 023 TRACEABILITY (111) M HenmordS 106 — : h Qantty 

0 IM30 POKroUTY(n)(D)FM«Bpi8aO B toning 

-Bdeelared- 

totearr wstfe 10B Due AamScqp iwigit ft** Dug M «. 

KTTMG: 2-1 9agato M KBue King, 11-2 MariUL 8-1 Goapri Song, 
TtaceaUfer, 18-1 BiaaltoB, Petal Dity, 12-1 toppa Charts 


37*1 BEAUMONTCOTE HUNTER CHASE 

__™J (CLASS H)£2J»0 added 3m If 

1 02284 A ND B Ht rrrnjltatMaiigi2 toJB Oma wlp) 

2 203-PP SAUWJH(7) toaDterertl 22. — toWMeilghip) 
a sef BOBfflTBACKONp^CfctopQnBBBJbASanaereR 

4 UP022 NESWOOD JQKBI(13) R<3reen7D5 Hr K (bean (7) 

5 . 34382 SWW»WHAU.«Mr*JBtod^i1125JlrCIIMwB(7) 

6 1 /OS SUNNY MOUNT PQ W MsC Btoy gg5JArSllank(7) 

7 g&22 YfTM.WT«ESSCTDhpBllg5^Jfc»Fll w» a n ip) 

-Tdacfered- 

BEmNttM Sumy Moure. 52 Vial Wtoare. 7-1 Needweod JeteS-1 
AndaoteG, Spenow HA 12-1 Sate Jm. ZM BohU Bar* On 

lg" f /*| FARMERS STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
1°- <U I RACE (CLASS H) £1^00 1m5f 110yds 

1 0 FAMOUS DEAL (43 lfaJRBrato5tl 4 — ^ttanton 

2 . GOLD SCfflMEGhUted 5114 — Hdael fearewa (3) 

3 RODDERS J Gto*r 5 tl 4 OPan 

4 2V0 SISIT ACTION (USA) (37) N Srriti 6 IT 4 listened 

8 SOME DBVH Items 5 11 4 RBeBmy 

B STRONG ARROW G fitted 5 11 4 A P McCoy 

7 00 THE BAT m AJervsBTI 4 RJobreon 

6 60 WSDUM«MCpqWHBrebeuna51i4JlrAEan8(7) 

8 PRO VBTOtrec Thorton Stitt O Kate (7) 

H FPO fftMOURSSEaErst^WMBttxwBGtttt.Gaylyeee 

tl 4 BBJSMn(tqNtewm4tttt LWyar 

■B CHff WAW1ANCE Ua S LariYian 4 13 13 Jttagw(3) 

tt 2 INTDBKmEPQ JJQaH4 DHL GBaAy 

14 3 GRAMfYREHpB) Pflkft4t)5 MOMMw(7) 

tt 0 MNDOMTHEIBlCfT) MCheprari4 US.WVfofeDgtei 

tt - 0 NORTONS .BipB)JLtorrir4S5___ASaaBli 

• IIMnd- 

BETTWft 74 tote Bata. 84 Wlirfa. 6-1 Bteog Anew, IM ProVwt- 
tto, 14-1 SOM Adlu* 18-1 ftanoua tel Boddnrt, Tha BSL28-1 altera 


Suny Bay to 
go before 
public trial 


John Henwood: Sole director of Victoria Blower Company 


members’ endotsure, would be- 
come extremely valuable com- 
modities overnight 
A spokeswoman for Ealing 
magistrates court said yestexday 
that the Victoria Blower Com- 
pany has yet to submit an ap- 
plication for renewal of its 
betting permit Tbe deadline for 
doing so is today, bur the per- 
mit does not expire for anoth- 
er month, and Henwood is 
expected to be calling The odds 
from his pitch at Cheltenham 
throughout next week’s three- 
day Festival. 


TRAINERS made some tricky 
decisions yesterday about 
whether to send their horses for 
the Champion Hurdle or easi- 
er targets at the Cheltenham 
Festival, but when Suny Bay’s 
participation in the Gold Cup 
is decided the punting public 
mil be allowed to take part in 
the process. 

French Holly and ZaraJaska 
were among the notable with- 
drawals from the Champion at 
yesterday’s five-day acceptance 
stage, with the Royal & SunAl- 
lianee and Sopreme Novices' 
Hurdles their new respective 
targets. 

Despite their defections and 
those of Collier Bay, Grey Shot 
and Sharpical, next Tuesday’s 
£200,000 race could have its 
largest field in several years af- 
ter a total of 22 horses were left 
in yesterday. 

Ferdy Murphy is convinced 
that he is right in ruling French 
HoDy out of the Champion. “It 
was a very difficult decision but 
in my heart of hearts I know it 
is rigbL All year the plan had 
been to give him about four runs 
then go for the ncnice race. 
We’d kick ourselves if we got it 
wrong. Everything has worked 
out well so why change it? 

“I would much sooner run in 
the novice race and have peo- 
ple asking why he didn't go for 
the Champion than run him in 
the Champion and have people 
say Tm an idioL” 

Mary Reveley, who has built 
her career on the cornerstone 
of caution, surprisingly has al- 
lowed Marello to run in the 
Otampion rather than tbe Stay- 
ers’ Hurdle. 


“Unless it dries out consid- 
erably the Champion is proba- 
bly the race she wDlnin in. I hope 
you can ignore her run at 
Sandown last time. She might 
not be good enough but I think 
she deserves to lake her chance.” 
Mrs Reveley, outlining plans 
for her other Festival runners. 
Foundry Lane and Robbo, then 
reverted to more characteristic 
mode. “As long as they all come 
home safe and sound that's 
the main thing. Cheltenham 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Close Harmony 
(Sandown 2.00) 

NB: The Proms 
(Sandown 4.50) 

has never meant a great deal to 
me as we have never had any 
luck down there.” 

Charlie Brooks, meanwhile, 
will make a decision over Suny 
Bay's participation in the Gold 
Cup after the grey has worked 
at Sandown on Saturday. “It's 
not ideal,” Brooks said yester- 
day. “If you have gpt a Gold 
Cup horse you don't really want 
to be taking him to a racecourse 
the Saturday before Chel- 
tenham, but he will be short if 
we don’t. 

“I may be malting a noose 
for myself but I think it is the 
right thing to do for two reasons. 
1 think it is the right thing to do 
for the horse, and the right thing 
to do for the public. 

“The horse has got a good 
foDowing and it is right to let the 
public see him and make their 
own minds up. 'We are planning 
to gp one mfle on the bridle and 
jump seven fences.” 


Champion Hurdle (2m 110yds) 

C H 

WS04 BBlATOBfI7)Wate*iB512D — _ 66-1 10H 

m-22 CADOUQOLDpB) (D)Mtfo7gO 40-1 58-1 

11-2P COMHANCHECOMirpi)(CO)T)taMiH5gO __ 481 33-1 

-TWO DAHAYDAW pB) pO)HFyia6gO.. __ W-1 B0-1 

rag-1 DMOSPWpa)P)JMJateton7ttO ■ --Ento^an SI fr 2 

ra33afflWEGwrsrotmw(!P)PIAPOBrtwHago _ iph ibo-i 

3580 CHMHCmuiiusaOTIWW*ite»MettOJ»cretenY 33-1 «M 


021-0 SMBS I (IM) (P) (BF) C Ratoe (M 3~g 0 _COTa |ta ' 30-1 »T ~ 

■23431 niSt)ProStt(tt)(P)flHo«B6ttO. RDrateOdy 7-1 6-1 

Mill ISTMRMpi)(q([|)APOBrianWBttO , Cftren M 11-4 

-23812 KBBWWpt](D)Hltofcn8totefigO tt-1 tt-1 

52213 MRIMHICHMI p3) p) J Gtod 8 12 0 — ..... ■ __ Mfrl 1084 

-HC2 PflPWBJ.(P) (CD) (BF)MPjpe8'B0 ■ _ . .ABcCoy 25-1 tt-1 

tt-ttl HH)BUZa(17)P)M«HKrefl7gO JCUnfe 33-1 40-1 

ia-1* BaKffl-p2)tcq)DlWifltai9ttl) Altagute 28-1 tt-1 

-BQ4 S W ta Un OIOpOCTDtohotongao RJatoMB 281 3B-1 

SHAttWLE*naW(maqC^rtai7ttO JIWMamicin 8-1 7-1 

0810 SHOO!WBUGHTpt)(CO)PI*iri»5gfl 50-1 50-1 

250811 ’nKTHEWOHU) (24) fl)AP Ofttal (W6C0 _ 4P-1 25-1 

SS3332 LADY DAISY (45) p) AlteB (11 9 11 IFUtey 100-1 100-1 

B-IS MARBmp8)(D>toMRM*y7719 JP Man 25-1 33-1 

25(88 MSnNGUEfTpmtqPINtetoteiatBllB _ 581 M-1 

-atdadnstf- 

EaelHtay ■ qratar teortfe ataaw. ». 7 . 3 I C/a ta nten. Tueacky) 

M (net oBany Vwhuto; no tef 
C - Coat H - Wfen m, L^ - Ladbrcta*. T -tto 


C H L T 

86-1 tOM 108-1 88-1 

40-1 58-1 58-1 5D-1 

__ 4M 33-1 33-1 3M 

__ UH 00-1 mi 125-1 

EOtogtea SI M H H 

I _ 10M 1BH IBM IBM 

JCteany 33-1 4M 33-1 48-1 

-COTtayer 2Q-1 tt-t ~ tt-i ^B-l 
IDmteOi^ 7-1 6-1 81 SI 

— CSten 58 114 52 M 

_ g-1 tt-1 3)1 25-1 

__ WO-1 1084 MM 108-1 

—A McCoy 25-1 tt-1 tt-1 tt-1 

— JOtoly 33-1 40-1 33-1 48-1 

-A Maputo 28-1 tt-1 tt-1 BM 

juaenaw aw an tt-i an 

WteiCB 8-1 7-1 7.1 81 

50-1 50-1 B8-1 50-1 

_ MM 25-1 251 25-1 

— JFlMay WO-1 100-1 BB-1 mu 

— PMhb 25-1 33-1 2-1 20-1 


CARLISLE 

ZOO: 1. VITAL ISSUE (P Cttbary) 4-6 
lav; 2. Huret Flyer 9-4; 3. Natural IWwn 
12-1 7 ran. 8. 6. (J J OKA Prertth) Tbte: 
£150; £110, £140 Dual Forecast E15U 
Confute Straight Forecas t £Zfi Non 
Rutnar Fonust Trite. 

230: 1. NW MAN IN DUNDALK (R Sup- 
pfe) 25-1; 2. Ham leEggs 5-4 tav; X Jack 
YMaB-2. 5 ran. 7. ilk (C Otont Btotfwti). 
ItoK £2740; DWQ, £1AO DF: £2720. CSF: 
£5172. WL Potato Mai 

3.00: 1. GLEN BOWER (Mr C Bonner) 
evens ter; 2. Quaena Brigade 4-1 ; 3. Aa> 
bo Line* 7-4. 5 ran. 12. m (M Hanenond, 
Mdtehar^ Utec CiBO; fiatt £2AQ DF: S352& 
CSF:£SS2. 

330: 1. E1RESPRAY (Rfctard Guest) n . 
8 J1 ter; 2. Sniper 14-1; 3. AMe Uemoire 
16-1 6 ran. 11-8 Jt ter Burnt Imp (4th) 2 'h. 
34. (Mrs S Sntth. Bfegtoi/) Tbto: £230; E15Q 
£220: K=: £880 CSF: £18.77. 

4jOO: 1. PALACE OF (TOLD (WDowtng) 
7-2 )t ter; 2. Btamal City 20-1; 3. Ratoglo 
7-2 ]t tar. 10 ran. 3'A. 2 fl. Lunga Car- 
ruthenswwn) Tbte: £550; £190, £280, £3JQ 
OP: £8320 CSF: £5877. Trfcast £23714 Irto: 
£3240 

+S30: 1. PCTB1 (B Htantng) 7-4; 2. Far- 
nag Gian 7-1: 3. Ceffldh Boy 9-a 4 ran. n- 
8 ter Dortn Castle (taB) 8 ft (0 WMana, 
Hwnck ). TMx 020. DF: £MQ CSF: £1032. 
l«t Batter limes Ahead. 

SjOO: 1. SUMTHYNE SPECIAL (R Sup- 
ple) 7-4; 2. Steel Mgg «X>-1; 3. Ronantar 
S-t S ren. Tl-Vter Gus Cunningtom. A 8*A. 
(L Lungo, Camitharetown) T&to: £3,10: 
£350, £BA DF: £5830 CSF: £7873 
Ptacapot £82.70i Ouadpot E437U 
Place 6: E2&71 Place 5: £2«8 

TOWCE5TER 

2.10:1. ROYAL SHREWSBURY (Mctaal 
Brenn a n ) ID-1: Z. Quiet Moments 8-2 ter; 
3. Bn«> Watt Btpress W-1 ; 4. Bold Leap 
G-l 16 ran. tX S'/I. (tto I fen ' to Janas, Lam- 
bOunuRSK £1480; £300 £MQ £380, £250: 
Dud Forecast C44.K1 CSF: £5252. Trlcast 
IStoea IHa £2173 Ql Non Runner Vtanmr 
Square. 

340: 1. RAMALLAH (JCJoty) 11-BHav; 
2. Fashion Makar 25- 1: a. Uan of Tha 
Matoh 7-2. e ran. S, 25. (Maa H Krerea, Wto- 
uge) TMK ££» ewa S240 £150. DF; 
C17BCL CSF: £3556. Trio: £204a Non Run- 
here: Boots Madden Gtaorel King, Teeton 
Ttomoa 

3.10: 1. NESSUN DORO (Oris Wbfab) 
2-1 far.2. Gianmerkt n-v.3. Hawthorn 
(Ban 4-1 8 ran. 2, 4. (S MeO at, SwMon) 
Tbto: £230; £10Q £32Q £121 DF: EBSQ CSR 
£2208 Tricast £7187. 


NATIONAL HUNT 
FESTIVAL '98 

17TH • 13TH • 1 9TH MARCH 


THURSDAY COMPLETELY 
SOLD OUT 

TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE FOR 
HIES /WEDS CLUB £80 
IB mcALLStg COUB ABEflfl 

CHEUENHAM 

racecourse 

>7w»n are Bieinin 


X40: 1. BANN WEW (M Berry) 14-1; 2. 
Champagne Mend n-4 tan 3- CM in Tha 
Bax 25-1 13 ran. 2, Tfc. (C Brooks, Lam- 
boum) Tbte £2590; £330 £230 £980 DF: 
C4S5Q. CSF: £3147. Tna £7380. 

4.10: f-BALUTDOUGAN (S Curran) 16- 
1 ; 2. Kflndngtoa 0-8 tor. 3. Iran Baby 
52. 5 ran. 22. dat (RIMham Bretard) Ibta: 
£2040; £33a £U) DF; £2Q0a CSF: B433Q 

440: 1. AVOGTAR (1* B Poftxk) 4-5 ter. 
2.CM0ftapanny 10-1:3. Shear Abfflty 33- 
tS ran. 2V:. n. (Mrs Caromo Balay: Hokl- 
erM Tbto: £190: £230 £14a DF: EA50 CSF: 

rasa 

Ptacapot £2aen Guactoec £850 
Place 0:64137. Piece 5: £K32. 

WINGANTDN 

2^0: 1. NIKNAKS NEPHEW (A Magjke) 
tt-2; 2. Sol Music 3-1 tov; 3. Nazir 14-1 18 
ran. 1 '/•. 1 7r. (C Egorhxi ) Tbte £850; £3*X 
£L7Q BSKX DF: £2850 CSF; £2858 Tito: 
£32580 

230: 1 . BENGERS MOOR (Mr J Tbzsrd) 
1 -2 tor, 2. Stratus tt-1 ; X Tbppariflo SB- 1 
5 ran. 17, daL (P Mchols) Tata: £140; £110 
£2X1 DF: £500. CSF: E7B6. NR: Brertoe Star 

320: 1- CHERRYNUT (Mr J Tizzard) 9- 
1 ; 2. Unton Rocks 4-1 ; 3. Mister Drum 12- 
10 ran. 10-11 tar Mfcroft RMera. dtt 
(P Mchofc) DMk £730: £230 £140 DF: 
£1000. CSF: £4018 

330: 1. FERRUFINO (M Qtffilftq 71-1; 
2. SacteSanrioe to-i; X Ata totanreSonal 
7-2 7 tan. 2-1 ter Dines 2. 5 (P Rtti) Tbte: 
CS30; 6320 £350 OF: £3250 CSF: £8088 

42ft1.S0M£.T0Y(MssLBtackfcnJ)4- 
1 ; 2 CMara 8-4; & Voung Brenra 5-1 s ran. 
11-8 ter Nodform Wander (4iii) VA, daL 
(John St^Jra) Tote £720; £150 £130 DF: 
ESSO CSF: £&58 

420: 1- MISTER GENEROSITY (M 
fWwrds) 33-1; 2. Win A Hand 40-1; 3. 
Brush WBh Fame 20-1; 4. WakaTs Des- 
tiny 11-2 20 ran. 4-1 ter toby Itao Shoes 
'h. 4. (C waedon) Twr £4860: £850 
ttisa £840 dr tnaia CSF: Esmc. im- 

cast £21387® Trto: CV882XJ (pan won. pool 
of £184545 to Sandown 4S0) 

SJO: 1. PnailER BAY (R Durwoody) 5- 
1; 2. L at mka ran 7-4 tor; 2 lamus 7-2 18 
ran. Zh, 7. (P Hobte) Tbte: £530; £230 
£150 £220 OF: £1130 CSF: £1234 Tno: 
£8.1) Kite: Beano ScnpL Cmemon r*** 
Jackpot no won (pod of CH57847 carried 
torwaid to SoKtown today) 

Ptacepob ClAOlflO Qua^aoc £51230 
Place & £2*5835 Place 5: £93330 


INDEPENDENT 
RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


1ENTARIES) 


SANDOWN 

971 

981 

AYR 

972 

982 

MARKET RASEN 

973 

983 


All COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 
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Ice-maiden Graf warms to life as a sentimental favourite 

hut then lsecmtO find ' 



Graft New experience 


Everton 


WHILE determined to return 
to the showpieces of the Ftendb 
Open and Wimbledon, which 
fails the week after her 29th 
birthday on 14 June, Steffi Graf 
is adamant that she has noth- 
ing to prove, not even to her- 
self. “My goal is to enjoy what 
I am doing out there," she said 
yesterday, “everything else, I 
have done before." 

The former world No l.is 
second only to Australia's Mar- 
garet Court, who leads the Ger- 
man 24-21 in terms of Grand 
Slam singles titles. “I want to do 
well at the Grand Slam tour- 
naments, that is for sure,” Graf 


S.frj 


said, “but in terms of breaking 
a record, no, that is not anything . 
that I behove I can get dose to." 

Graf was addressing ques- 
tiomdtnii^accrafefenoecafl]^ 

rvr fn horvMAfnk ■ . 


lindsay Davenport, the Amer- 
ican world No 2, in the semi-fi- 
nals of the Evert Cup at Indian 
Wells, California. It is only the 
second tournament Graf has 
played since undergoing knee 
surgery after losing to Amanda 
Coetzer in quarter-finals of the 
French Open last June. 

Defeated by Sabine Appel- 
mans last month in the third 1 
round of her comeback event in 


Hannover, Graf is rarkedNo45 
in the world. At the time of her. 
injury she was the wodd No 3, . 
and the WTAThur ri added thar . 
this would be Grafs slams for the 
purpose of seeding when she 
made a comeback. The position 
wQ] be reviewed during her next 
tournament, thelipton Cham- 
pionships at Key Biscayne. Flori- 
da, which start next Thursday. 

Graf is entitled to regard 
every match she completes 
without physical mishap as a 
bonus, particularly bearing in 
mind the fears that her career 
might have been over when she 
missed Wimbledon and- the 


john Roberts on 
.-the changing role of 
a tennis champion 
turned underdog 

United States Open last year 
and was unable to compete at 
the Australian Open at the be- 
ginning of rtifa year. 

• Tm happy with the way it 
is going," Graf said, “but I am 
not asking myself to wm any spe- 
cific tournaments and I am not 
going to be unhappy if things 
don’t fall into place, because I 


amtiyingandlcanonly irythe tome, ^“^^dagnew pech my'JhSjm! 1 have never been 
best I can. I have a lot of room &*&**"*"*”** « 

for improvement. 1 still think pie, n anxious to go out there, but 

that I will be able to move S^urfable - that has changed a Hulc. . 

around the court better and ^rceived«impera ^ }Km a jj n j c b« m- 

probably find a.Uttle more se- ^orid hfo 1 and timidalirwP^^^^ 

cunly around my game. Wimbledon on behind vou. at least m the he- 

Herimonths of rehabilitation whea ginning,’ when >xhi walk in the 

m Anetria wPTo. relieved bv in- seven occasions, Gratis now os r 


teresting diversions. “I spent a penarang^^w fevourite vou, csmedaBv in Hannover, and 
lot of time dose to Vienna. I h^dSng the fir* matcb.lt to 

kept myself busy going to plays, bomSLrt.ami.lmukv-.rm; 

or going ID comwis. I ^S^itive^ngthcy thinftotlwntthrtmgbintte 

mdlswDxndBcm* FMlfr beeasa^pom^m J ^ few months t„ gvt to that 
on A* Rrmf. andwent the or- love for me to De rao _ ““n ■.L..i.L u t n r m ..i M .nv 


a great exhibition in Vienna, been a little emotional ana 
And I spent a lot of time at nervous in the start of my 


for Sierra 


Football 


By Atari Nixon 

HOWARD KENDALL has set 
up a £3m deal to s ign the Chilean 
international, Jo se Luis Sierra. 
The Everton manager has 
agreed a fee of£1.7m for the 29- 
ycar-old Colo Colo midfielder, 
who featured prominently in his 
country’s recent victory over 
England at Wtembley. 

Kendall hopes to complete 
the deal over the weekend, 
though his Aston Villa counter- 
part, John Gregory, is also in- 
terested. There is no need to 
apply fora work permit for Sier- 
ra as he has an Italian passpoit- 
Wfest Ham have admitted in- 
terest in another Chilean, the 
tough-tackling defender Javier 
Maigas. It is unlikely he will be 
able to sign in time to beat the 
transfer deadline, though. 

Bolton are hying to sign the 
Wolves striker, Don Goodman, 
whose goal put Leeds out of the 
Cup last week, in a swap deal 

for Jamie Pollock, who has fold 
Todd he wants to leave quickly. 

He is rated at around £700,000. 

If Gystal Palace are intent on 

signing Paul Gascoigne, they 
may find themselves with little 
opposition The competition was 
dropping away yesterday. 

Middlesbrough’s - manager, 
Biyan' Robson, dismissed re- . 
ports tint he wanted to buy tbe I 
England midfielder, saying, K I 
wish I had the money." 

Although Robson might yet 
be interested in a loan deal to 
lake Gascoigne to the Riverside 
untfltheendoftheseason,Ever- 
ton and Deity have ruled them- 
selves out of the chase. t 

Gianluca Vialli, the Chelsea i 
manager, has found a way to ac- 
commodate the first-team aspi- ] 
rationsofhis two goalkeepers. Ed I 
de Goey will play in the Cup-Win- s 
nets' Cup ties and Coca-Cola < 
Cup final, with Dimitri Kharin. i 
appearing in Premiership games, i 
Chelsea's captain, Dennis < 
Wise, has received a two-match i 
ban from the Football Assoda- i 
lion for collecting 1 1 bookings 
this season. He will miss the Pre- i 
mieidrip games at Wst Ham and 
Derby. 

Eveiton’s Croatian interna- : 
tional defender Slaven Bitic has i 
been given a three -match sus- 
pension. BQic was sent off 'dur- 
ing the 2-1 defeat at South- 
ampton last weekend. 

Neville Southall, Everton’s 
king-serving goalkeeper, is set to 
become the player-coach at 
Stoke City. The ’Welshman wQl 
leave Goodison Park on a free 
transfer after 16 years. 

West Bromwich Albion are- 
hoping to complete the signing 
of Manchester City’s Australian 
defender. Jason van Blerk, for 
£250,000. 

The Wales coach, Bobby 
Gould, has appointed Graham 
Williams as his assistant. 
Williams has had a 25-year 
coaching career in the Middle 
East, Europe and Africa. 

Lincoln City are expected to 
name their new m a nag e r today, 
following John Beck’s sacking 
This week. Beck is planning to 
take the dub to court, claiming 

unfair Hknrtkml. 
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Nowhere to go: Terraced houses hem In Highbury, leaving Arsenal little room to expand the 38,000 capacity of their compact ground 


Highbury s growing pains 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


ARSENAL may or may not set 
up borne beneath Wembley’s 
TWin Towers, but one thing is 
plain. They have outgrown High- 
bury. This is a dub which mea- 
sures itself cot against Chelsea 
or even Spurs. The yardstick is 
Manchester United, or the for- 
eign aristocrats like Milan, Bay- 
era or Real Madrid - and for a 
club that sees itself as a founder 
member of any European Super 
League tbe comparison is sham- 
ing. 

Sac Sira in Milan holds 
75,000, Old Trafford 56,000, 
and Highbury just 38,000. Unit- 
ed’s turnover of £88m for the 
1996-97 season eclipsed Arse- 
nal’s £Z72sn\ its gate receipts, at 
£30m, were three times as great. 
Very quickly, this translates into 
the power to pay the wages 
needed to maintain a top-class 
squad. Ultimately Arsenal will 
simply be unable to compete. 

Basically there are four op- 
tions: do nothing (and invite 
second-class status): adopt a 
minimalist “ fill-in- the-corners" 
solution at Highbury, that 
would lift capacity to 45,000 but 
leave the ground’s “footprint” 
intact: rip down the existing 
South and ’West Stands and re- 
make Highbury a state-of-the- 
art stadium holding 50,000 or 
more; or move elsewhere. 

Among possible destina- 
tions, the two front-runners are 
a “brown field” site on derelict 
land near King’s Cross Station, 
costing perhaps £75m, or Wfem- 
btey, for which Arsenal is re- 
putedly bidding up to £100m. 


But why, it may be asked, all 
tbe fuss about crowds of 55,000 
when in the pre-Thyior days, 
crowds of 60,000 plus for big 
games were commonplace? 
One answer is that, in fact, av- 
erage attendances used to be 
lower than is fondly remem- 
bered. The expectation now is 
that a 55,000-capacity ground 

would be sold out for every 
game, be it against Liverpool, 
Manchester United or Barnsley. 
By contrast. Arsenal attracted 
only 41,000-per game in 
1971-72, despite having won the 
Double the year before. 

And then there is genlrifi- 
cation. Not only the gentrifica- 
tion of football, as terraces once 
reeking of beer and urine have 
been turned into famfly-friend- 
y seated enctosures and tbe Pre- 
miership has been transformed 

into one of the most glamorous 
leagues in the world. But also, 
more problematically, the gen- 


ArsenaTs London palace is 


too small for a dub aiming 


to join the kings of Europe. 


Rupert Cornwell reports 


regular attendance could be as 
high as 65,000. 

Itis onlylOycaxsrinretheold 
Oock End was redeveloped, and 
just five once the gorgeous £2Qm 
stand which replaced the North 


trification of the neighbour- 
hoods around Highbury too. 
Blairland N1 is but a mile away; 
a nice terraced bouse in N5 can 
fetch f350,000-phis - folly three 
months wages for Dennis 
Beigkamp. Had Highbury re- 
mained the working-class pre- 
serve of yesteryear, expansion 
would have gone thorough on the 
nod. But these are resktentswbo 
demand a quality of life to 
match their mortgage. 

They are, for instance, una- 
mused at having their streets 
taken over by the cars that 
have replaced the bus and un- 
derground as the modern sup- 


porter’s preferred mode of 
transport, and render their 
streets unusable twice at week- 
ends and a couple of evenings 
a month. “It’s a bit like a siege," 
says Alison Carmichael of the 
Highbury Community Associ- 
ation (HCA) which is leading 
the residents’ revolt. “You get 
big cars with chauffeurs, who 
keep the engines running for . 
two hours while their boss is in- 
side the ground.” ' 

And, the HCA wonders, 
would 50,000 or 55,000 be the 
end of it ? Ken Hoar, Arsenal’s 
. manag ing director, has let dip 
a guess that the dub’s potential 


now, talk of another makeover. 
Who's Co say that a few years 
dowd the line, especially if aEu- 
ropean Super League takes off, 
Arsenal don’t comeback asking 
for another IffOOO seats? 

But even fQKng in the comers, 
or rebuikfing the Wfestand South 
rides of the ground is only part 
. of the story. The pitch itseff at 
llOyardsby 73 yards, »one of 
the smallest in tire Premiership, 
ineligible for international 
games. Ais&ne Wtenger; the Ar- 
senal manager, has lamented a 
playing area “made for old Eng- 

lisb football... Thants come to 
Highbmy and defend deep and 
wait for mistakes.. Long ball, 
good header, deflection, goal.” 


REVERED BUT SHQWJ 

Aft, Wembley Them Is not a focfosltrowdlhat 
hasnrtsu^wbtitiydgcmglhBraTbehaiM 
conjures the World Cup win of 196&'3&stBps 
to exudation or despair ml, when the romarifc 


yarned. 


tr i mm in g s have been stripped away, a st^^ -kJer^cfFfe, 


um toat is h-eqdpped for toe 21 stcentury v said on Wonday: 

Outdated and uncomfbrtabtec^^ VMafc 

to modem grounds In Brttatoandabipad, ^ 
has needed afecelftfor decades, 
that w9 be addressed if toe plans to rano-<- l ny 
veto Wartotey to become the national ritei :; a Cost ct 
dum are fuH9ed. It was due tb dosa next aiidtUs 

sumrer for toe £240m.facefiftwKtTfropen;^ i£td,7& 
completely modernised, in 2002^.' J-: „ 

Even in Bate current state, hewave^ t b-. .; wbo ffrat 


' }*■ ' ’ - ^ ; ^ 

• I •.‘.Ml -i • 
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That is hot the style Wenger 


likes taptey, thou^i some would 
say it brought George Graham 
a pile of silverware. In any ma- 
jor rebuilding, the pitch would be 
both widened and lengthened. 
Some 30 bouses immediately 
behind the Wfest Stand would be 
demolished — several of them 
communities of elderly tenants 
living alone, terrified at tbe 
prospect of moving. 

It is by no means certain that 
tbe bid for Wembley wfil succeed, 
but if it does it poses the ques- 
tion as to what would become erf 
Highbury. The council is keen 
that it remains a leisure facility, 
so a lucrative housing redevel- 
opment would appear to be 
ruled out - though even if that 
were allowed one estimate is that 
the land is worth only around 
£LQm. One mlriguhag alternative 
has been mooted recently: tha t 
Arsenal sell the stadium to 
Wtmbedon, currently billeted 
at Crystal Phlace’s Selhurst Park. 

That would surely risk alien- 
ating Arsenal’s local support 
and, all other things being 
equal, tbe dub would like to stay 
at Highbury, its home since 
. 1913. But a long wrangle looms 
with Islington council and local 
residents, even ass igning per- 
mission finally is granted for an 
expansion that would satisfy 
the dob. The neatest solution 
would be King’s Cross, relatively 
close and with excellent trans- 
port links. But again, traffic 
problems could thwart it The 
sie^p of the chauffeurs is set to 
continue. 


unfair ediy m IU ID uuraiiL ouno, iiunuvuf.H p gay g 

Klinsmann’s escape clause Western pair have Twin Towers within sight 

TOTTENHAM'S Jflroen Klins* dnnni>in imrmnin/4 i,ir* Th* mnitnl will nee the Leacue for eeosranhical and SuHHuvsy ■ , 


TOTt ENHAM’S JQxgen Klins- 
mann saga rumbled on yesterday, 
with the German international 
emphassiiig tbe musUplay dause 
in his contract, while his coach, 
Christian Gross, insisted on his 
right to drop Klinsmann. 

Klinsmann, signed until the 
end of the season, reiterated 
yesterday that he has a clause 
in his contract stating he can- 
not be dropped. 

“In theory I could say I was 
leaving immediately and I wruld 
get a free transfer,” he told a 
Swiss newspaper. “I have this 


dause in my contract The pli- 
ers know about it but I have nev- 
er talked about it very much." 

The pair had a stand-up row 
in the players’ tunnel after Spurs’ 
game against Bolton 11 days ago 
when Klinsmann told die Swiss 
coach his tactics were all wrong, 

“If Tm not satisfied with his. 
commitment and his approach 
1 will drop him ” Gross said. “It 
is not a dilemma for me. There 
may be a game in which for a 
tactical reason I leave him out 
bot I think he is adult enough 
and intelligent enough to accept 


something like that. He won’t 
leave Tottenham before the 
end of his contract. 

“I have never had such an 
agieemmtwihaiy player before 
but told him when I went out to 
Italy to sq$o him that I needed Jinn 
as a leader,! agreed to the dause 
in his contract because 1 never 
imagined T would drop him. 

“But be shouldn’t talk to tbe 
media about his contract be- 
cause be splitting himself under 
even more pressure. He is under 
an obligation and^ we need goals 


Non-League notebook 


By Rupert Metcalf 

WHILE Arsenal are hoping to 
play at Wembley for commer- 
cial reasons, twelve dubs will to- 
morrow try to take the more 
traditional route to the Tiffin 
Tbwets - a route where pride 
and dreams matter more than 
money. The FA UmbroTtophy 
reaches the quarter-final stage, 
while the first-leg games in the 
FA Cari&berg Vhse semi-finals 
also take place. 


The capital will see the 
biggest invasion from the West 
Country since the Countryside 
march 12 days ago if the two 
rides from the Screwfix Direct 
Western Leagueiri the last four 
of tbe\^pievaiLTlv*Tton en- 
rpntarn Krffcgmve while Thimton 
are also at home tomorrow, to r 
Tow Law. 

Both Tiverton and Thunton 
could probably hold their own 
in the GM \faoxbaft Gomfci euce 
but both have chosen to turn 
down opportunities for pro- 
motion .from the Western 


League for geographical and 
economic reasons. They are 
the favourites to reach Wemb- 
ley - but it will not be easy. 

Kidsgrove, from Stafford- 
shire, are prolific scorers. They 

have three players, Scott Dun- 

das, Paul Kiely and Richard 
Batho, who have struck an 
amazing 79 goals between them 
in all competitions this season. 

For Tbiw Law, the long trip . 
from County Durham to Som- 
erset will make a change from 
the road to Suffolk- they have 
put out Sudbury Tbwn and 


Sudbury Wanderers in the last 
• two rounds. They will hope to 
do enough at Thunton to keep 
the tie alive for the second leg 
tomorrow week at their Iron- 
works Road ground - in what 
one Suffolk newspaper de- 
scribed this week as “virtual 
bandit country". 

In the Hopby, Barrow fans 

will be filling at least 13 coach- 
es for the huge journey to 
. Dover. The Cumbrians may 
even have more supporters thnn 
the home team at the Crabble 
ground on the Kent coast 


Rusedski 
recovers 
his touch 


GREG RUSEDSKI recovered 
his composure to beat the 
American Vincent Spadca in 
three sets and move into the 
third round of the ATP Cham- 
pions’ Cup in Indian Wdls, Cal- 
ifornia. 

Rusedski, the British Not 
who ill Sue Odd six. lost the 
first set and was 2-0 down in 
tbe second before be began to 
wear down his unseeded op- 
ponent and iriumph 4-6. 6-3, 

6- 4. 

“I believe l can get bock from 
any position now," said Rused- 
ski, who next plays Carlos Moya. 

I think I've solidified my game 
on returns. I think I'm compet- 
ing a lot better. That's the key 
right now. I'm down a set and 
a break, and I don’t feel like Tm 
relying on my serve. I have othr 
cr things that work for me." 

The former world No 1 Jim 
Courier joined Andre Agassi on 
the comeback trail, surviving 1|| 
two match points to oust the 
fifth seed, Jonas Bjorkraan. 

Courier, hampered since 
last summer by an arm injury, 
has seen his ranking fall to 46, 
his lowest since 1989. After an 
indifferent first set, he turned 
on some of his old power, sur- 
vived two match points and 
won 4-6, 6-1, 7-6. 

Agassi, who has improved 
from 141 in the world to No 40 
jfe just six weeks, continued his 

Jipwaiddimbwttoa6-Z6-4vic- a 

"tory 'bver the 1 4th seed Sergi 
Bruguera. 

Martina Hingis dug her way 
out of a second-set hole to pull 
off a straight-sets victory over 
Conchita Martinez in the quar- 
ter-finals of the Evert Cap. 
which is also being played in In- 
dian Wells. 

Hingis, the top seed won the 
first set easily then fell behind 
5-1 in the second but reeled off 
six straight games to win 6-1. 

7- 5 and advance to a semi-final 
encounter with the eighth-seed- 
ed American Venus Williams. 

In the day’s other quarter-fi- 
nal, second seed and defending 
champion Lindsay Davenport _ 
defeated unseeded American : r 
Sandra Cade 6-1, 7-5 and ad- 
vanced to play Steffi Graf. 

Results, Digest, page 31 


Betts back in 
Wigan squad 


| Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfield 


WIGAN will have the ideal 
boost for their SQk Cut Chal- “ 
lenge Cup quarter-final against 
St Helens with the first ap- - 
pearance of Denis Belts since 
his return to Lhe dub. 

Betts has been out since tear- 
ing shoulder muscles playing far 
the Auckland Warriors in 
year's Wforid Chib Qiampionshir>, 
but he has been added to the ' 
squad for Sunday - and could < 
even start the match if Henry Paul 
fails a test an a calf injuty. 

It s a bit of a risk plaving 
hun without previously having 
a pmc," the Wigan coach. 
John Monic, said. “But if you 
were going to take that risk with 

anybne, it would be with Denis 
Betts. He wm give the other guys 

a lift just by Ireing there." 
Monie’s plan is that Betts 

should start on the bench, hut 

he could even be promoted to 
the starting line-up if Paul fails 
to recover from his injury. 

out. Monic 

wm move his captain. AndvFar- 

n to st *ri-off, with either 
Jfetts or the promising l. C e 
GUmour coming into the hack - 
row of the pack. 

The other change secMhe 

[he front row in place of Noil 

Cowe, who drops to the hciwll 

for^TkJ^ h® 6 " Penalised 

fora substandard showing 1 

Efcwsbuiym the lost round \ 


■ 1 
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Arwel out 
as Bowring 
reshuffles 


Rugby Union 


'V Chris Hcwett ‘ 

THERE’S gratitude for you. 
Kewn Bonrring, the Welsh na- 
tional coach, has repaid Arwel 
Thomas for his match- winning 
PCtfouiianoe a geing S cotland by 
blowing him out of the squad for 
the Dragpns* nest Five Nations 
encounter in Dublin tomorrow 
week. Given that the gloriously 
imprecBctable Swansea stand-off 
saved Bowring’s bacon at Wem- 
Weysn days ago, be must be feel- 
ing just a little non-plussed by the 

latest tom of events. 

Nefl Jenkins, whose early de- 
parture from the Scottish hay 
jSpwed once and for all that a 
A Jnely smack over the left eye- 
brow can be a better career 
move than 11 points with the 
boot and a try-scoring pass, re- 
claims the No 10 shirt while By- 
ron Hayward, the outside-half 
from EbbwWe. is on the bench. 
One further change sees Stuart 
Davies, the in-form Swansea No 
8, replace Scott QumnelJ among 
the replacements. 

“Control is extremely -im- 
portant and both Byron and Stu- 
art provide that element,” said 
Bowring by way of explanation. 
He c&d not mention class, vision 
or consummate footballing 
skills, all of which are habitual- 
ly provided by both Thomas and 
QhinneU. Pragmatic, yes. but 
jpVacver happened to the spir- 
ts: iiif adventure? 

At least Clive Woodward is 
backing himself to take a few cal- 
culated risks and push back the 
boundaries of lest selection. 
The England coach named a 27- 
man squad for the Calcutta Cup 
confrontation with the Soots in 
Edinburgh on Sunday week and 
while two Newcastle veterans, 
Ibny Underwood and Dean 
Ryan, earned themselves unex- 
pected recalls, the presence of 
ghcir teenage -dnhmata. Jm,. 
1 >-ilkinson, created more of a stir. - 

The 18-year-old outside-half 
has featured amongst the Eng- 
land dike before but, this time. 


he is one of only two goal-kick- 
ers in the party. There was no 
word from Woodward on the 
potential make-up of his final 
22-man squad but it Is possible 
that despite his almo& complete 
lack of Premiership experience, 
Wilkinson will sit on the Mur- 1 
rayfield bench as cover for Paul 
Grayson. 

Ryan’s promotion, just re- 
ward for some uncompromising 
in-your-face displays over recent 
weds, may be strictly tempo- 
rary, both Ibny Diprose and 
Tim Rodber are ahead of the 
Newcastle captain in the race to 
fill the back-row gap left by the 
injured Richard HfiL 

On the political front, Fran 
Cotton, vice-chairman of the 
Rugby Football Union man- 
agement board, yesterday issued 
a passionate defence of the 
“Club England” document that 
has sent the owners of the lead- 
ing Premiership outfits into 
paroxysms of unrestrained finy. 
“There are a great deal of com- 
mon objectives between us and 
they need to be discussed,” he 
said. “It is uot my intention to l 
see the dubs go out of business.” 

Cotton did, however, re-. I 
assert his plan to sign aU lead- ' 
ing players on RFU contracts 
and that, in itself, guaranteed a 
prolonged punch-up between 
two deeply entrenched sides. 
“The tanltK are lined up on the 
battlefield but we can still reach 
a solution before the shelling 
starts,” he insisted. A wonder- 
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WALES TEAM (I Ireland, Dublin, « UrMs: 
K Hoi fla n (PoniwriCkfl; W Proctor JLtarffc. 
ABaMnwng^ 

SwAluKaH HimMl R Apptoyard 
(Swansea). K Joan PbwwbL CCtarvta 
terwnsoa). RMtecaoMrtK L Owfco (OanVfl, 
B HajrootlMbwMstei P Join (FontyoMft 
S Onto* (Swonml. 8 Hoy (Pontypriddl L 
Hatw (Cwxitf). J AnpAraya (Can*!) 


Fifth Test: England captain on the defensive as West Indies counterpart is quick to take initiative 

m^^^BH Lara rewarded for faith 

in demon double act 


m 




AS HE has already shown iu 
his brief tenure as captain, 
Brian Lara is not one to be 
moved by convention. - 

If the visual and historical 
evidence suggested that . it was 
a gamble to spurn the advaur 
tage of the toss and bowl, 
rather than bat first, it was one 
he was prepared to take. 

'Em times in the past IV T£ss 
at the ground, captains have 
taken the same option. Seven 
have ended up on the losing 
side, mdnding Richie Richard- 
son when England gained their 
memorable triumph agpinst the 
odds at Kensington Oval the 
last time round. There have 
been three first-class matches, 
here this season. The only time 
the skipper has chosen to bowf 
on winning .the toss Qvr/ina 


and comfortably won. 

Even though England’s 
batsmen have beat unmistak- 
ably vulnerable to spin through- 
out the tour- to Carl Hooper 
and Dioanatb Ramnarine in foe 


TONY COZIER 

WEST INDIES VIEW 


Tfests, and the likes of Neil Mc- 
Garrell, Winston Reid and 
Terry RoUock in the territori- 
al matches - be and his fellow 
selectors stuck to accepted 
practice at Kensington OvaL 
Barbados is the spiritual 
home of West Indies fast bowl;- - 
ing. It is within the «nafines> <ri: 
its 166 square miles that many 
of the greats have been born 
and brgd<Ma]nhy Martindale 
and-ffemah Griffitfrof a much 
-^flief time, Wes Hall and 
vChariie Griffith, Joel Garner 
and Malcolm Marshall of more 
recent vintage. It has become 
almost mandatory that a full 
l ~5qiiota of - four bowlers who 
' deal in speed are chosen here. 
Not since 19761iave the West 
Indies diverted from that tactic. 

' Once again, Lara's trusted 
men did not let him' down. By 


lunch, he had secured the ini- 
tiative and justified his daring. 
ChrtfyAn*^hadteestiangc^ 


ing spell but there is always 
Courtney Walsh to fill in when 
that happens. The Australians 
in the 1970s used to chant- 
menacingty: .‘‘Ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust; if LiDee doesn’t get 
you. Thomson must” 

The same principle applies 
to -the two great Wist Indians. 
"Yet the faslesLand most hostile 
assault in the morning was de- 
livered by Nixon McLean. Of 
course, he has the youth on his 
sdethalAmhrase and Whlsb no 
longer do. Tkil and powerfully 
built, he was quite a handful 
The two successive bounc- 
ers that undid Nasser Hussain 
brought bsck vivid memories of 
the menacing West Indian at- 
tacks of the 1980s. Hussain just 
managed to sway out of ifae way 
of the first. He could not avoid 
the second, equally fast and ac- 
curate, and diverted it from his 
glove into the waiting slips. 


Atherton reluctant to take risks 


mmmm 
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A bouncer undoes Nasser Hussain in Bridgetown yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


WHILE England's disastrous*: 

hsltmg ^n tfig fi fst rooming may - 

have lost them the fifth Tfest, the 
wretched decision to play Efafl 
Ttifnett and not the off^pinner 
Robert Croft had been made the 
night before. One heard that the 
cap tain refused to budge and in- 1 
sisted on the left-ann spinner. . 

Mike Alhertop's'insti«Cts 
have always bden .defensive 
and" thiir 1 tie ciston'provi ded a 
’’ muchmorevaKd reason to has- 
ten the search for i oiocessor 
as captain than his poor form 
with the bat 

This was a match he had to 
do afi he could to win. There are 
fiveleft handers so the Wfest In- 
dies side and Croft isa more at- 
tacking bowler than ThftielL He 
showed, too, in the Barbados 
game last weekend that this 
pitch will spin as the game 
goes on. 

Apparently, the fellow se- _. 
lectors, David, Uoyd and John 
Emburey, wanted Croft but 
Atherton was adamant about 
ThfaelL His reasons can only 
have been negative. He want- 


HENRY B-L QEELD 

ed Tliftjell so tiiairfi&aMldba^ 
over the widretH#b the'rqugh 
outside' the 1 tit-handers’ ' off- 
stumps and the right-handers' 
left stump . He had been an ad- 
mirable foil in this way to An- 
gus Eraser four years ago. . 

So Atherton’s mind was 
firmly fixed in the defensive 
mould from which he has sel- 
dom fought to break free. A 
packed gronnd - this match is 
a sell-oat - is now doomed to 
long periods of boredqjh and 
stalemate as Tfrfnell has done 
nothing ia this series tfrkn. try and 
frustrate the batsmen into do- 
ing something stupid, fo reply, 
the batsmen counter by contin- 
ually kicking the ball away which 
hardly makes good watching. 

What made Atherton’s de- 
cision. to drop Croft particu- 
^riy i^^ppoinLi£g was that so 
wittfthe greatest of 
reluctance, taken one risk. 
When he won the toss in Fort 
of Spain in the third Tfest, he 


put the West Indies in to bat. 

. This, it istrue,m^ have been 
not so much a calculated risk by 
hnn as a decision he had forced 
oti to him by a growing grounds- 
wefl of opinion. England went 
on to win that Tfcst by three wick- 
ets and one hopes his decision 
would have given Atherton the 
confidence to take & chance 
once more when the opportu- 
nity arose. Not a hit of it, and 
this inability to show any flexi- 
bility or even imagination must 
quicken the search for his suc- 
cessor. England are a poor side 
who need a strong guiding hand 
from a captain who leads by ex- 
ample from the front 

And would a captain who 
was hell-bent on levelling this 
series have played that wet and 
gormless book at Courtney 
Walsh which gave Curtly Am- 
brose catching practice at fine 
leg? I did not blame Atherton 
for bis first, dismissals jut,: 
this series, but the eighth was 
the act of a man whose think- 
ing has been muddled almost 
beyond salvation. 


Veteran Puerto Rican next for Hamed at the Nynex 


Ballesteros blown off course by Moroccan desert storm 


NASEEM HAMED, the 
World Boxing Organisation 
featherweight champion, meets 
Wilfredo Vazquez, one of box- 
ing’s great survivors, at Man- 
chester’s Nynex Arena on 18 
April. 

The 37-year-old Puerto Ri- 
*>’s World Boxing Association 
' will also be at stake, pro- 
d he is allowed to delay his 
■ adatory defence against 
. jezuela’s Antonio Cermeno. 


Felix Zabala, Vazquez’s 
manager, said yesterday: "The 
WBA meet in Atlantic City on 
Saturday and, hopefully, they 
will allow Wilfredo to defend 
against Hamed, especially as he 
has been such a credit to the 
WBA, winning world titles at 
three of their weights.” 
Vazquez, a professional for 
17 years, 60 fights and 20 wodd- 
title bouts, won the WBA ban- 
tamweight championship from 
South Korea's Chan-Yong Park 
in October 1987 and took the 
super-bantamweight crown 


from the Mexican, Raul Perez, 
in March 1992. 

He then beat Elqy Rojas, of 
Venezuela for the featherweight 
title in May 1 996 and has made 
four successful defences, the lat- 
est against Nicaragua's Gertiro 
Rios last November. 

Vhzquez, who was in London 
for yesterday's media confer- 
ence, said: “I believe Hamed is 
an excellent fighter with a 
strong punch. It will be a bard 
fight. When I have to fight, 1 do 
and when I have to box I can do 
that just as well” 


Hamed was not present but 
sent a message via the promoter 
Frank Whrren, saying: “I have 
the greatest respect for Wilfre- 
do as a fighter, but he is going 
to get knocked out” 

The pay-per-view Manches- 
ter bill will also feature the 
Philippines* Luisito Espinosa's 
defence of his World Boxing 
Council featherweight title 
against Cardiff's Steve Robin- 
son and the WBO cruiserweight 
championship fight between 
Carl Thompson, of Manchester 
and Chris Eubank. 


By John Oakley 

SEVE BALLESTEROS, bat- 
tling against a freak gale which 
forced play to be suspended for 
90 minutes, admitted he had no 
chance of victory after playing 
just eight boles in the first 
round of the Moroccan Open 
in Agadir yesterday. 

The Irishman Des Smyth 
had already equalled the course 
record of M, eight under par, 
in dead calm conditions to lead 


the field by three shots before 
Ballesteros had even begun his 
round. 

The weather was still ideal 
as the 40-year-old Spanish vet- 
eran began with a birdie four at 
the 10th bole and he hit his 
drive down the Uth with no 
knowledge of what was to come. 

But then the wind got up 
alarmingly and Ballesteros, 
from one under par after one 
hole, went to nine over just sev- 
en holes later, playing his first 
eight holes in 41 shots. 

After play had been sus- 


pended because balls on the 
greens were moving as players 
prepared to putt, Ballesteros 
said: “It was fine playing the 
10th hole but on the 1 1th all of 
a sudden it was a hurricane. 

“It was hard to see. The sand 
was blowing into my face and at 
times I could see nothing. I was 
nine over for eight boles and Tm 
way disappointed because I have 
been playing very well But now 
the tournament is over for me.” 

Ballesteros, after a bogey at 
the 11th, managed to par the 
short 12th to be level par for 


three holes but then went 7, 5, 
7, 4, 6, dropping nine shots in 
just five holes. 

"It would not have been so 
bad if we had started in a gale," 
said Ballesteros, "because then 
you would have been mentally 
prepared. But to go out in ide- 
al conditions and then this, 
well it’s impossible.” 

Many players thought that 
the tournament director, David 
Garland, should have suspend- 
ed play at least half an hour ear- 
lier but Ballesteros refused to 
comment ' 
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Rugby Union 

WALES A (v Mnd A, Unwlefc, SO Kantt: 
J ThomlCanSf); G Wyatt (ftwypttdpi 


Wetball 

Marta tv Boson IDS. Ctaitatto 85 Naur 
os W*m*ae 83. Ptitalrtprta 
dram a& MR* fi>2 Mmirtpiah 
WMQ as. Mrinroo wna Qtfdtt State 
Laima t2l AtBnl W. 
iesEfl LEAGUE: TKmm vaUr rn 
w Mara 0i 


mb): Scotland bt England 12*-*®. 


TOUB MATCH (Fochtffa, SA. Wednesday): 
Sri La*a 295 lor a OO owrs; R AnwknOl A 
Ftanatwra K§; North West 202 (472 mnK M 
Larins 6 ITp A da Stun S-«I Sif Lanka am by 
S3 ram. 



Cycling 

TVtRENO-ADRlA'ncO RACE Second stags 
fl ratal. Sorrento to Bala Qomtzla): 1 E 
ZrtJrt (Ger) Dsrtscte T6Wnm4rt X>n*» 22ssc; 


Football 

Lawrie McMenemy has named the 
Mgerian-bom Oefe Adeboia h Ms 
Northern kefend squad for his first 
match In charge against StovaMa. at- p- 
twhedscowredlheEShTiinflhamatrtc- 
ertsquaSftedtopfaykjrarwofthefaur Golf 
home nations as a Britten passport 
hoUet 

Norwich City are to sign the veteran 
striker Paul WBrinson from W9wgl 
John Rudge, t he Port Ma te mana ger. 

One half rare Barnett tottey^he de- 
fender is due to speak to fridge about 
a £100000 move. 

NORTHERN IRELAND SQUAD (ntsnfflvvSb- 
vafeia. Windsor Fork. Batlasl. 28 Mwch): 


SNOW REPORTS 


d Hotline 

ESI mow and weather reports Resort 
in 2004- resorts in Europe and AHQowra 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Comment 


Area Last Lwr Upp Fo recast 

open mow an cm 


j.l-prti Rsl— i Fran von hong piqurcd OTi UJ ffi 00 LfgWtrio* 

^thAinencL AUSTRIA 

V+AtOjHoi 835. "15 S IS UrwfUM 

reports 0891 333 HD * rode sulgaaia 

_ nm 0097 500 086 + code 8awc ■a a neorfcQnuB»*3P« ’’j o a Owijjeafie 

ONanA 

Stonetun, Fim (vScrd uticc uniiKKK Jm> m IW IT -Aurt’aai 

jMl CstofaBria codes by PRANCE 

<._rihlP990 100843 i d kvA VS CJ TO j? Wfl 


ahJIiaofaH ski codes by 
sorfaxtSalOWO 100 843 


a Snapshot 


■kondun, Fnnp/MuIxcwni'HF. IT doud’sun 

PBANCE 

T>"*r. £ JJ LmSj WJ CJ DO 2it‘ UrtaBrfl 

ITALY 

Ojtfmjycu- . . _Gnad jainr cn ifyer iepa BOV II J tO W UacWTiour 

NORWAY 


» stance to s*ww coodWons ar WOAfHA 

a V' ‘ FunJ UriKfc Irah ***» 41 4 >eYefc 

r-300rt3on»vtofW«t«te spvun 


^200 rtaonswortd^wkte 

7 S00 6CJ 

‘association with 

j ewtsiii 

1 - m ; . VS l**» • “ 


^a ygnom e d condinant !5* ^3 TO HI flnurt spelh 


■ iv-frayii H 1-1 miw » .1 u J, *St^^^IJ~ ?Q ~ Wl L1n*-nV.i 

SWEDSN 

: Statoi Fffm pidal pewdemM “J IS 2S Qoudt.V&ii 

SWTTZBLLAND 

vln fnqi VCW. Jt 38 Irvri! V 'L U3 2D S3 Ovndr'aiem 

U NI IbU MAInj 

bduOi He*:— Frcsti KWiery yuw WP*. I0J 230 Sfi Oeir 


I '. Am Frr-Ji 9W Jl d lewNi 

I UNITED STATIS 

LiduOn — fredi wum 


L — > r .m t -. 1 . — 1 Tr-rr 1 

rpiista'08^ numbers cost SOp/mm. - to 08975 numbers fl/min at all times. Helpline 0990 03 M5 



Rangers v HWwa fBom 4 Aprt. 







Sailing 

Britain^ Ben AinsBe, wfth a first and a 

16th place finish yesterday led the 
menJs stetfehanded laser class final 
on the penultimate day of the ISAF 
World Championships in Dubai, UAE 

Snooker 


THAILAND MASTERS (Bar 
round; N and fEnrt u S oSta 
ter-BaakJ Parrott (Bifl) bt P E 


MO. m- 
(EncS 5-0. 


Hockey 

uors TEST HATCH (AraataNaanti Nb 9«- 
tantts 4 RjMsUk 2. 

Paralympics 







taka {3-3 bt Nraa 
tawnttartO-r - 
no wstai Ml; 
Ttartwradne-ajM 
2) tt 6f*M*ne (I 



Football 

HYHAN LEAGUE PntJiHCn DIVISION: Oa- 
tad CHy vChnharn (MQ. 
DnUARTBt&LEAQUCSOUthBnDMalaii; 
FNeMrtV Harant (noj. 
friendly MATCH:- FarrOorough v Ptxts- 
moudiXi (730) 

Cricket 

fifth TEST match (Saoond dw. hwbtfea 
plpjr on Sunday): Bridceassam, BartMdoro 
MtattatasvBqtond^bte. 

Rugby Union 

AlB LEAGUE second Dhfatan: VIhndorRs 
vOUVIMey (7rt 

Basketball 

BUDWQ8ER LEAGUE: tmata Fkkn * 
Btrmtr gham Buteta (Bfl): Nswcantto EaBtea v 
tondrti Emhm iPwii ShafSeld anna v 
Crystal Pstac* paQ. 

Other sports 

BADlIJNTOH i Al England ChampfeOhipa 
$WHMflNG: World Cup MMfeng (Shoffiokfl. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

129 

The lumber of cycSsis, in- 
ducing Wfarid .Gup cham- 
pion Mchete Baiiok who 
vi«reeirr4TatedtoTitheTr- 
reno^driatico race yester- 


and finishing more than 27 
mivtes behind stage ^ wsi- 
ner Erik ZabeL Rain had 
caused crashes, and when 
riders asked officials for 
hafo and were refused, the 
protest went ahead. 


Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 


For the latest news, 
views and regular up- 
dates call 
Henry Blofeld’s 
cricket line on: 

CHh not SOp per maote al aB thnea. 

0930 563 597 


CRICKETLINE 

WEST INDIES 
V ENGLAND 

B USH 

0930 - 161-567 


S^THE OFFICfAl SERVICE OF THE 
~ ENGLISH CRICKET BOARD 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 11 / 3 / 98 . The winning numbers: U6. 22, 23, 28, 33, 37. Bonus number: 17. 
Total Sales: £23.718.641. Prize Fund-. £13,373,386 (45% of ticket sales). 


Match e (Jackpot) 
Match 5 plus bonus ball 

Match 5 

Match 4 

Match 3 
TOTALS 


3 

11 

£1.400.773 ' 
£117,347 

472 • 

• ' £1,712 

25.390 

£70 

£10 

.565.076 


£4.202.319 

£1,293,017 

£808.064 

£1.777.300 

£5.292.000 

£13,372,700 


Tgf TUB NATIONAL LOTTERY” 

ttw avrott gf any aiacrapency ^ tRc atwro. dw aala camawa ro CaoBta. centra ewnjhiat tysmt bmA croraK. 
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FA infuriated by Arsenal’s bid for Wembley 


Football 


By Guy Hodgson 
and Andrew Yates 


WHEN Arsenal complained of 
feeling cramped in their High- 
bury home, a new stadium on the 
M25 or at King's Cross was en- 
visaged. Instead they have infu- 
riated the Football Association 
and even upset the Govern- 
ment by bidding for Wembley. 

Yesterday Arsenal made an 
official offer to buy the ageing 
stadium which only the day be- 


fore had been described by Fife, 
football’s wodd governing body, 
as the centrepiece of England's 
attempt to stage the World Cup 
of 2006. At a stroke a spanner 
was thrown in the works of that 
bid and in in the£240m funding 
of the national stadium, £120m 
of which was being provided by 
the National Lottery. 

Arsenal are understood to 
have offered around flOOm and 
may be prepared to go higher, 
but they would also have spend 
many milli ons more to update 
an ageing ground. As a private 


company there is no possibility 
of them receiving lottery cash. 

Coming just 24 hours after the 
Prime Minis ter gave govranent 
backing to the World Cup bid by 
meeting Fifa's president, Joao 
Have l ange, the riming is an em- 
barrassment to say the least “I 
have spoken lo various people at 
Arsenal and Wembley" Tbuy 
Banks, the Sports Miniker, said 
yesterday, “and now we need to 
get this sorted by the end of the 
month. All I can add is that the 
matter needs to be clarified very 
quickly.** 


Ramprakash 
stands firm 
amid failure 


Cricket 


By Derek Pringle 

in Bridgetown. Barbados 

England 163-5 v West Indies 

ENGLAND’S cricketers, de- 
spite their fine showing here 
four years ago. have never 
taken to Barbados as happily as 
holidaymakers, who find their 
way here from Blighty. But if 
one lot are used to being 
cooked by the sun before din- 
ner, the others were more in 
danger of being roasted by 
lunch, as the Wst Indies East 
bowlers once more demon- 
strated their superiority on 
home soil and a pitch made for 
lest cricket rather than a lottery. 

This was back to the 
Caribbean cricket of recent his- 
tory; brutal, fast and unstinting 
fast bowling by men seemingly 
taller than giants. The average 
age of the home side may have 
risen to over 30, but they smell 
an opening just as a child can 
smell sweets, and only another 
plucky half-century by Mark 
Ramprakash, his second in suc- 
cessiuve Tests, and a spirited 32 
from Jack Russell, prevented a 


first-day rout after Michael 
Atherton had lost the toss. 

Although his failure with 
the coin is legendary, Atherton's 
failure with the bat is a recent 
phenomenon, and another low 
score again meant his side were 
exposed without a steady plat- 
form to build upon. 

As both captains had sug- 
gested long before the match 
began, the new ball was to 
prove crucial, the extra bounce 
undoing both openers, as the 
home side resorted to their fa- 
miliar strengths of accurate 
and hostile fast bowling. 

It is not dear what Atherton 
would have done had he the 
loss, but there was little wrong 
with the pitch after be and Alec 
Stewart, greeted by a tu- 
multuous roar, walked out to 
open the innings. In fact, there 
was little wrong with it two 
hours later, when England 
lunched on 55 for 4, a situation 
made even less promising by 
Graham Thorpe’s retirement 
from a back spasm. He appar- 
ently suffered it as he dudeed un- 
der one of the many bouncers 
being directed England's way. 
Thorpe later returned to offer 
some much needed resistance. 


BRIDGETOWN SCOREBO ARD 

West Indlm non toss 1b bat A R Cadcick. D W Heecfcy, A 

ENGLAND - First Innings R C ftasar, P C R Tufnet. 

*M A Atherton c Ambrose b Walsh n Bowling (to data): Watah 12-4-35-2 
(42 min, 23 ballB, 2 touts) {9-3-3V2, 3-1-T1-0): Ambrose 1 2-4-20- 

A J Stewart cDWfflarnsbWftJsh.. 12 1 (nb wfl (4-3-5-Q B-1-T5-1): McLean 

(23 min, 12 bs®. 2 touts) 9-1-32-1 (6-1 -S-t 30-TWfc Hooper 15- 

M A Butcher c Hooper b Ambrose 19 5-24-1 (3-2- 1-0, 12-3-23-1); Bishop 8- 

(83 mfrj. 52 bate 1 tour) 0-31-0 (nb5) (one apod). 

£ Progress: Rnrt day: 50: 94 20 

m overs. Lunch: 55-4 (Thorpe 5 Ham- 

[7Gnjjn , Eg baite^l tour) ~ 1 ° P™*«ah 2) 26 owns. 7hope retted hurt 

MRRarrorakash notout 45 XteKhwtobadt spasms and mined 

(I^ST^teito^ Mfbltom.v***. 100: *7 

tflC Russel c Lambert b Hooper 32 mtn, 413 overe. 

(99 min, 71 balls. S touts) WEST INDIES: CB Lambert. PA Wb4- 

Extras (Bj5 w 2 ntoG) « lace. *B C Lara, S Chanderpaii. C L 

Total (tor 5. 243 min, SC oven) 149 Hooper, R I C Holder, fD WHams, I R 
Fafc 1-23 (Stewart) 2-M (Atherton) 3- Bishops CELAmbrose, NAM McLean, 
33 (Hussain) 4-53 (Butcher) 5-131 C A Walsh. 

(Russel). Umpires: C J-Mtitfey end E Metals. 
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ACROSS 

I Produced drop in final in- 
stalment of ground rent 23 

5 Sst includes one British 25 
relative (7) . 

q Scots river still associated 2b 
with Loch (5) 

10 Match is abandoned after 
Gty's netted - some ques- 27 
tionsasked{9) 

I I A friend given to black 28 
porcelain (4.5) 

12 Attendant has right com- 
munications device (5) 1 

13 What water-sportsman 

may use following boai (5) 2 

15 All ihe runners stumble? 

Some investigation needed 3 
(5^4) 

18 Car that’s crashed in the 4 
clover (9) 

19 Drink* ,ast of ^ in crror 5 


of marketing in recession 




ritish want to hit judo ex- 
pert? (5.4) 

Most broil when this vol- 
cano erupis! (9) 

Girl's revolutionary in 
footballing organisation 

tees reflecting silent chill 


_jand and lake heart 

from lady - bnt nicely (7) 
DOWN 


II }r?due course one gels out 


Composer of French sto- 
ries about Baron (7) 
Ingenious and fashionable 
feature of jacker I have (9) 
Criticise one beginning to 
cause alarm (5) 

Deft due 1 concocted is 
misleading (9) 

Religious text confused 
more than half of Aus- 
tralia (5) 


6 Show signs of withdrawing 
support for the feet? (4-5) 

7 Covering for one Conserv- 
ative in Government (5) 

8 Doctor among rick group 
is a sweetie (7) 

14 How to describe non-com- 
puter-hased societies? Not 
at all (5.4,2) 

16 More (o play when minor 
actor appears? (5,4) 

17 Theatre 

18 

one's entering the compe- 
tition" (5,2) 

20 "fry opening in Ural Sea, 
possibly (7) 

22 Attempt to eo round one 
Italian city (5) 

23 One sweeping up runs in a 
it 

24 Some 
up an author (5) 



The fi\ also called far a swift 
resolution. “Ws have to assume 
they believe they are acting in 
the interests of their dub and its 
supporters,” its statement read. 
“However the Government and 
the rest of football have made 
it dear what we believe is in foe 
nation’s interests. We have 
waked immensely hard with the 
English National Stadium Trust 
on the proposal to buy Wemb- 
ley Stadimn with Lottery mon- 
ey. So it is now up to the 
Wembley board to make up its 
mind between the: two bids. 


"A deadline of 31 Match has 
been set by the English Sports 
CounaLTlkt must be met to en- 
able the schectoled rebuilding of 
the new national stadium to begin 
next year. N^ctiationscommue.'” 
Arsenal's move stems from 
then desperation to increase 
their 38,000 capacity. Ideally 
they would prefer to expand 
Highbury but . to do that they 
would need to demolish houses 
and ihey have been thwarted by 
objections from local residents. 
However a move to Wembley 
would nm necessarily be backed 


by many fens of a dub which has 
strong roots inHighbuiy and Is- 
lington. All . the same it will not 
have escaped theattention of the 
dub’s vice-chairman; David 
Dein, that ArsenaFsindiBioniii 
any future European Super 
League could depend on the 
boms they can put on .seais/ln 
foal light, Wiley’s tradfaionas 
well as its 75,000 capacity be- 
come very attractive; . 

Yesterday's, move might be 
seen as a move to put pressure 
on local couhdllOB^or to low- 
er the price of. the King's Cross 


site which had been gaming 
credibility asan alternative - but. 
the difa statement oouldncrthavc 
been less expansive: “The board 
ofAiseaal RxjdaallOi) has con- 
firmed that it has made a pn> ■ 
posal to Wembley pk to acquire 
the stadium." 

Whatevrc the n»twes,the im- 
mediate winners were Wanbley 
pfc, which now has two bidders 
for its principal asset instead of 


if k willin g to sell to Arsenal at 

■the right pace. Its shares rose I4p 
to 364.5 yesterday and at one 


The omens had looked good 
for England as they got off to 
a cracking start, but Walsh and 
Ambrose are not two of the 
leading wicket takers in histo- 
ry for nothing. On even paced 
pitches like this one, they feel 
their way into a situation, not 
tentatively, but like Greek Gods 
probing with thunderbolts. 

For once the pressure got to 
Stewart. Tucking into a rare bad 
bail from Ambrose, Stewart, 
dearly at home on this Oval-like 
pitch, was looking in fine fettle 
until Walsh, getting one to 
bounce from short of a length, 
had him caught behind by 
David Williams. By the Surrey 
man's impeccable standards it 
was a soft dismissal. 

Predictably, the wicket sent 
the fast men into overdrive. 
Four overs later, Atherton, top- 
edging V\&lsh to Ambrose at 
long leg, followed his opening 
partner back to the pavilion, his 
run of low scores clearly forc- 
ing him into the ambitious book 
shot that brought his downfall. 

It is never easy captaining a 
side when you are barely con- 
tributing yourself and Atherton, 
averaging 13 from his eight 
Test innings so far. will have bad 
his normally lucid thoughts 
scrambled by searching for 
cures to his batting malaise. 

The same can probably be 
applied to his vice-captain, 
Nasser Hussain, who, since his 
brilliant 61 in the first of the 
Trinidad matches, has not made 
a significant score. Bedevilled 
by some poor decisions, as well 
as some poor shots, Hussain has 
dearly misplaced some of his 
bravado with the bat. Swaying 
inside a fast bouncer from 
Nixon McLean, his second in as 
many balls, Hussain’s only 
crime was to leave his gloves too 
high, the ensuing ricochet neat- 





stagewere up 72. A spokesman . 

for the leisure group said: “We 
twtm jn i i w ni ri i liwi to fhft national 

Stadium project but we are in the 
curious position where we are a 
commercial organisation and 
have to bear in mind the inter- 
ests of opr shareholders. If peo- 
ple cone to us with tLproposal, 
we have to listen to iL We don V 
know what the figures are at the 1 
moment and it’s not tike a nor- 
mal proposition where money' » 
fee bottom line. There arc lots of 
dements to consider.” 

Highbury hubris, page 30 


Contenders to 
stage the 
World Cup? 
Tomorrow It 


could be Malta 


* 


ON Wednesday he met 
Tony Blair and said his 
“personal wish" was that 

England should be given it. 

Three months ago he told 
South Africa they had only 
to ask for it, while the 
Germans say they were 
promised it five years ago. 

The right to stage the 
2006 World Cup is not 
quite within the personal 
gift of JoSo Havdange, but 
countries usually expect the 
president of Fife, football’s 
governing body, to give a 
fair indication of which way 
the wind is blowing Yes- 
terday, however, the cynics ' 
were pouring scorn on ibc^Jk 
81-year-okl Brazilian. * 

“You cannot take him 
seriously any longer," 
Wolfgang Nieirsbach, a 
spokesman for the German 
football federation, said. “I 
don’t know where he’s go- 
ing next, but if it’s Malta 
then he'll say Malta should 
stage the World Cup." 

Lennart Johansson, the 
president of Uefa, the Eu~ 
jnopean game’s ruling body, 
called Havel ange “a dicta- } 
tor" and said he was “en- £ 
dangering his life’s work". 

Johansson said he had 
been present in 1993 when 
Havelange promised the 
2006 competition to Ger- 
many. He also said that 
other European nations - 
including England - had 
agreed to support the Ger- 
man bid. “If the En g lish 
suddenly cannot remember 
their word of honour, then 
as Uefa president I am 
powerless,” he said. 


Michael Atherton^ hook is his last shot in the first innings as the England captain was caught 
by Curtly Ambrose for II runs in Bridgetown yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


ty taken by a leaping Brian Lara 
at first slip. 

By now the potency of the 
new ball had begun to wane. Bur 
if it became less easy to dismiss 
batsmen, England suffered al- 
most as badly when Thorpe 
ricked his back. Twice treated on 
the field by the England physio 
Wayne Morton, Thorpe sol- 
diered on until lunch, by which 
time England, reeling at 53 for 
4, had also lost Mark Butcher. 

Thorpe was dearly in agony 
and with the Surrey left-hander 
temporarily retiring hurt, it was 
left to the out of form Jack Rus- 
sell to partner the in-form Mark 


Ramprakash. A fighter who no 
doubt realises, that he was per- 
haps fortunate to be selected, 
Russell came out of the pavil- 
ion like a gunfighter emerging 
from the “Last Glance Saloon.” 
He started batting tike one too, 
blazing away with a series of 
pulls and cuts. 

The momentum was just 
what England. needed. Apart 
from causing the West Indies to 
pause for thought, it allowed 
Ramprakash, missed by Am- 
brose off his own bowling when 
on two, to play himself in with-' 
ottt feeling pressured into keep- 
ing the scoreboard ticking over. 


Once he was in, the roles be- 
gan to be reversed as Ram- 
prakash, at last finding the gaps 
as well as his riming, began to 
outscore Russell, who had re- 
treated into his shelL The 
change was to prove ominous 
for England, and when the pair 
bad added 76. runs, Rnssell, 
pushing forward to Hooper, 
squirted one off bat and pad to 
Clayton Lambert at short-leg. 
It was the moment Thorpe, his 
back spasm having been eased 
or dulled by painkillers, chose 
to return to the fray. 

Tony Cozier and 
Henry BtofeJd, page 31 


McLaren ponder Coulthard 
and Hakkinen’s handshake 


Motor racing 


McLAREN will discuss whether 
to continue the controversial 
agreement between the For- 
mula One team's drivers, Mika 
Hakkmen and David Coulthard, 
before the Brazilian Grand Prix. 

A McLaren spokeswoman 
'said Hakkinen and Coulthard’s 
first and second place at the 
Australian Grand Prix. after 
Coulthard had waved his team- 
mate through, was a “freak 
occurrence and is unlikely to 
happen again”, 

“We will try to avoid a sim- 
ilar situation and hopefully [the 
agreement] will not be neces- 
sary," she added. 

The two drivers, on the front 
row of tiie grid, had agreed be- 
fore the race that whoever led 


at the first comer would not be 
challenged by the other driver. 

Hakkinen reached the cor- 
ner first but made an unneces- 
sary pit stop, leaving Coulthard 
in the lead. However, the Soot 
decided to let his team-mate 
through m light of their agree- 
ment, a decision which angered 
race organisers and punters. 

The agreement was due to 
cover the Brazilian Grand Prix 
on 29 March, but the team will 
decide if it should continue. 

“When we get out to Brazil 
we will have to discuss iL The 
objective for the team must be 
to come away with as many, 
points as possible," she said. 

. The sport’s ruling tody, the 
FIA, announced on Monday the 
team would not be punished for 
the agreement The McLaren 
team principal, Hon Dennis, 


said other teams were embar- 
rassed that they had not fol- 
lowed McLaren’s lead in 
developing their brake system. 

Six teams made an official 
complaint on the eve erf the Aus- 
tralian Grand Prix, asking the 
FIA to look, into the system 
which they claimed gave the 
McLaren cars, illegal traction 
control and power steering. 

McLaren said thesystem had 
already been used in a race car 
at (be end of last season and the 
team had kept die FIA informed 
throughout its development to 
ensure it was “perfectly legaP. 

“Some teams complain, they 

do not have the money to de- 
velop something tike tfais but it’s 
more accurate for them.to say: 
‘We do not have the brains'. And 
that's not my problem,” Dennis 
insisted ' ’ 
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IF YOU WEAR 

DISPOSABLE CONTACT TENSES 
SAVE UP TO 


40 




ON THE PRICE OF Y00R 
REGULAR DISPDSAHLE LENSES 


Direct Lenses can supply replacement disposable contact lenses direc| 
to you at discount prices. 

. a 

We offer savings of between 25% and 40% on the price of 
leading brand lenses, including Acmme, Surevue, Focus, Bausch & Lom? 
and Precision UV. ? 

What’s more, when you order from Direct Lenses we win eueli 
deliver your replacement lenses direct to you at home or at work. \ 
And you can be sure you’d receive die highest quality products!; 
Direct Lenses is ran by UK qualified opticians who give the hlglw£ 
priority to eye care. j 

So to discover how you can enjoy the savings and convenience# 
our disposable contact lens replacement service, send for your free, & 
obligation tntomration pack. j 

•a™ 0870 902 20 2 ( 

complete the coupon below. FTaaqaas retaww 


direct lenses 

The contact lens replacement company 
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